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Background
The Outside the Box Mural Project was initiated in 2016
as a way to combat graffiti in the city of Thornton. Traffic
boxes made up about 70 percent of graffiti incidents.
These mural projects help build a sense of community
ownership while also discouraging graffiti and other
acts of vandalism. The Outside the Box project
showcases the work of talented artists by creating a
drive-by art exhibit within the city of Thornton.
Call for Artists
The Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council
(TASHCO)
is seeking to commission multiple
artists/teams to aesthetically transform traffic utility
boxes from functional infrastructure to colorful and
dynamic works of art. Thirty designs will be selected by
TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee Members to be
printed on high-quality vinyl wraps which will be
professionally installed at various locations throughout
Thornton.

Papercut Flower by Katy Casper, 2019.

Eligibility
The project is open to all artists (and/or artist teams), regardless of race, color, religion, national
origin, gender, age, military status, sexual orientation, marital status, or physical or mental
disability. Youth, youth groups, and schools are highly-encouraged to submit designs for
consideration. This call is open to all photographers, graphic designers, and artists working in
digital media as well. City of Thornton employees are not eligible.
Vinyl Wraps
Chosen designs will be converted to digital images and printed on high-quality vinyl wraps. This
vinyl wrap will cover the traffic box on all sides.
Design Location
Arts Thornton will work with Code Compliance Officers and Thornton's Infrastructure
Department to identify ideal locations for wraps. Designs will be placed throughout all four city
of Thornton Wards.
Budget
This project is funded by the Scientific and Cultural Facilities District (SCFD) grant and approved
funds from the TASHCO Funds Balance. Selected artists will be awarded $800 for their design.
The city of Thornton will own all rights to the image should the artwork need to be reprinted on
a traffic box due to damage or replacement. Payment will be issued to the artist(s) once the
vinyl wrap has been installed.

Selection Process

All design submissions are reviewed by a panel consisting of the TASHCO Public Art
Subcommittee and community members. Review Panels vote on designs based on their artistic
merit, creativity, and overall visual impact. The city reserves the right to reject any or all entries at
any time in the review and recommendation process.

Submission Guidelines
Artists are encouraged to visit artsthornton.com to view examples of completed traffic boxes.
The following guielines apply to all submissions regardless of medium:
A maximum of three designs may be submitted by any one artist or team.
Design should be pleasing and add beauty to the community.
Design cannot contain business promotions or advertisements.
Design cannot include any breach of intellectual property, brands, trademarks, or
depictions of illegal activities.
Artists do not need to include the city of Thornton logo in their design.
Artists are encouraged to explore unique and creative imagery and themes.
Design cannot incorporate any physical objects attached to the traffic box.
The design must be family-friendly.
Design must cover all four sides of the traffic box.
Original Drawings or Paintings (2D work)
Artists may submit original, hand-drawn or painted designs. Selected, original pieces will be
digitized and edited/formatted on Photoshop by staff to prepare for printing. The following
guidelines are for artists interested in submitting hand-drawn or painted work:
Artwork must be done on a durable surface (cotton-rag, canvas, bristol, etc.) which can
easily be photographed. Please do not use Xerox/copy paper.
Designs cannot incorporate gold leaf, reflective/metallic media, or layers of mixed
media that can come loose.
Artists may submit a photograph of the piece for the review. If chosen, the original piece
will need to be brought in or mailed to the Thornton Arts & Culture Center.
Original pieces will be added to the Thornton Public Art Collection and will not be
returned to the artist.
Minimum size: 14" x 17 " Maximum size: 23" x 30"

Digital Media & Photography
Artists may submit art created using digital media such as Photoshop, Illustrator, or other
comparable programs. Digital work must be formatted and ready for print. The following
guidelines are for artists interested in submitting digital work:
Template size (continuous design; no margins): 62.5” x 140.5”
If your design is not a continuous image, then the board can be split into
four panels. Design elements must fit in to the following sizes: 62.25” x 44.25”,
62.25” x 26”, 62.25”x 44”, 62.25”x 26.25”.
Resolution: 200 - 300 dpi
Designs may be submitted as a PDF, TIFF, RAW or Vector format.
Chosen artists will need to submit a copy of the design file to be kept in the
Thornton Public Art Collection.

Timeline
Submissions are due by 5 p.m. on Wednesday, March 31, 2021.
Selected artists will be notified by Friday, April 30, 2021.
Vinyl wraps will be completed by December 31, 2021.

Artists will be notified via email of any changes or delays.
Application Requirements
All applicants must submit the following:
Full-color design(s). Design may be in preliminary/sketch stages, but have enough
detail and color to convey the goal of the design.
Submission application, including a short description of the design(s). Application
information can be written out in a Word document as well.

Submission:
Please upload one folder containing your application and designs to the link
below. Folders can be zipped if needed.
Drop Box link: https://bit.ly/2M9vUvA

FAQs

1. Will I be paid for my design? Yes, chosen artists will be issued an $800 check for their design.
2. Do I need to drop off my 2D work for the review? No, you can upload a photo of your 2D work along
with your application to the drop box link. Only selected work needs to be dropped off.
3. Am I allowed to sign my design? Yes, artists are encouraged to sign their designs. Additional
information will be printed on the design which may include, artist name, design title, social media
handle or website.
4. Can I submit work I already have or does it need to be a custom piece? There are no issues with
submitting a design or piece you already have. Some artists choose to design a piece specific to the call,
but it is not a requirement.
5. Am I allowed to include different languages in my design? Artists are encouraged to explore unique
themes and designs. This can include the diverse cultures and languages that make Colorado a
wonderful place to live!
6. Do I need to be a Thornton resident to submit a design? No, this project is open to all artists,
nationwide, but the call is primarily promoted locally.
7. What if my design gets vandalized? All wraps have an anti-graffiti coating. Any graffiti attempts are
easily cleaned off.
8. Will my name be included in publications? Selected artists will sign an agreement granting Thornton
permission to display and reproduce the design for inclusion in the 2020 project and any other
purposes. However, the work remains the creation of the artists who will be noted for their design.
9. Can I include the design and traffic box image in my portfolio, website, or social media? Yes! We
want artists to be successful and showcase their talents on their platforms. Feel free to use
#artsthornton on social media posts.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS?
Contact Jesse Jimenez, Arts & Culture Coordinator at 720-977-5881 or
jesse.jimenez@ThorntonCO.gov.

•Application•
Name:
Age:

Phone:

Address:
City:

State:

Zip Code:

Email:

•Design Information•
Title of design(s):
Please provide a brief description of the design and explain your goal for the design:

SUBMISSION DUE: Wednesday, March 31, 2021.

Terms and Conditions:
Upon selection and final approval, the artist must be prepared to meet the stipulations and complete an agreement with the city of Thornton.
All finished work shall be faithful to the drawings, design, and concept as approved by the selection panel. Payments will be made as
contracted, with final payment to be made upon completion and acceptance by the city of Thornton. All proposals submitted must meet all
applicable Thornton City Codes and requirements. The city of Thornton reserves the right to reject all proposals and to waive irregularities or
informalities. The selected artists' services will be as an independent contractor and not as an employee of the city of Thornton. The selected
artist will further be required to maintain and provide proof of liability and applicable workers compensation insurance while conducting
services on city property.

