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Thornton to Install One of the Largest 3-D Printed  

Public Art Pieces in the US 
  

THORNTON, CO – Thornton Arts and Culture Division will install a new public art piece at a major I-25 
gateway this fall. The 34-foot-tall contemporary sculpture, created by Portland Oregon artist Volkan 
Alkanoglu, will be one of the largest 3-D printed sculptures of its kind in the United States. Located on the 
median at East 136th Avenue between I-25 and Lincoln Street, landscaping will be modified in mid-August 
to pour five in-ground concrete pillars supporting the sculpture. Final installation is scheduled for late 
September. 
  
“This Thornton City Council-approved artwork, recommended by Thornton Arts, Sciences, and Humanities 
Council (TASHCO) Public Art Subcommittee and implemented by Arts and Culture and other city staff, will 
be visible to daily commuters going either direction on this major east-west arterial,” says Thornton Arts 
and Culture Manager Alisa Zimmerman. 
  
“The beauty of this large-scale sculpture is how it was envisioned and created out of 3-D printed carbon 
fiber that will withstand Colorado’s extreme weather and incorporates technology to make it sustainable,” 
says Zimmerman. “Mr. Alkanoglu’s design reflects Thornton’s continued growth as a progressive city and 
beacon for iconic public art.”  
  
With commissioned pieces installed in Colorado and nationwide, Mr. Alkanoglu’s approach to creating art 
is unique in its application of STEM principles and use of color. “When I proposed this sculpture for 
Thornton, I wanted to design something that would complement the extraordinary backdrop of the 
Colorado sky and Rocky Mountains complete with its purples, blues and warm colors,” says artist Volkan 
Alkanoglu. "The site was chosen as a gateway for Thornton with the sculpture signaling a city on the 
move." 
  
Thornton’s Public Art Collection contains approximately 250 pieces exhibited in public facilities, 
parks, intersections, and transit stations through the city. The collection enhances building interiors and 
outdoor gathering places with a variety of quality artwork created by local and national professional 
artists. Currently, Thornton has eight approved public art projects scheduled for installation this year and 
next which are funded by the Regional Transportation District, Scientific and Cultural Facilities District, or 
Adams County Open Space sales tax. 
  
For media inquiries, contact Thornton Arts & Culture Manager Alisa Zimmerman. For information on 
Thornton’s art commission process and current art projects, contact Thornton Public Art Coordinator 
Hannah Leathers at Hannah.Leathers@ThorntonCO.gov or 720-977-5881. 
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Digitized image of sculpture location looking west on East 136th Ave. toward I-25.  
(Credit: Volkan Alkanoglu) 

  
 
 


