
 
 

MARCH 6, 2022 
 

Schedule for 
Ward 1 Vacancy Interviews 

 
 

Time Applicant 

1:00 p.m. Distribution of Interview Questions  

1:05 p.m. Adam Salazar 

1:25 p.m. Tracy Crespin 

1:45 p.m. George Snyder 

2:05 p.m. Cherish Salazar 

2:25 p.m. BREAK 

2:40 p.m. Stephen Creson 

3:00 p.m. Jenice “JJ” Dove 

3:20 p.m. Carla Martinez 

3:40 p.m. Phyllis Quinn 

4:00 p.m. BREAK 

4:15 p.m. Justin Martinez 

4:35 p.m. Eric Garcia  

4:55 p.m. Sandra Wolfe  

5:15 p.m. Deliberation  

 
 
 



Potential City Council Ward 1 Vacancy Interview Questions  
  

1. In your perception, would you give us of an example of something that was not a good 
policy or not a good decision of the City Council? 

 
2. What would you like to do for Ward 1 and the other citizens of Thornton? 

 
3. What specific talents, skills, or job experience would you bring to this Council? 

 
4. What one improvement would you like to see made in the City? 

 
5. Are you aware of the time commitment of being a Councilmember? 

 
6. We all have values. If you are selected, what is the one value you will bring to the 

Council?  
 

7. In what direction do you think the City should be going in with growth, upkeep and 
maintenance of infrastructure, budgeting, and the direction of the City Manager? 

 
8. What do you think the city should do about Thornton Shopping Center and what kind of 

redevelopment do you envision there? What are your thoughts on the Thornton 
Shopping Center and how would you like to see it addressed moving forward?  
 

9. What will you do if your colleagues on council refuse to communicate with you? 
 

10. How can we rebuild trust of Ward 1 and all Thornton residents in our City Council after 
having a representative voted off council by the majority of sitting councilors? 
 

11. Which council members do you know and which councilors have you communicated 
with in the last month? 
 

12. How will you approach representing a marginalized Ward of the City? 
 

13. What role do you think local government should play in addressing equity, diversity and 
inclusion? Please share your thoughts on equity as related to Thornton city governance, 
investment and development.  
 

14. We had an election in November, where a Ward 1 seat was available. Why didn't you 
run then? If appointed, do you plan to run when the seat is up in 2023? 
 

15. Tell us about any of your previous involvement in Thornton and the community, 
especially as it pertains to Ward 1.  

16. How do you plan to involve residents in the decision-making process in our city? 
 

17. If you received a $1 million grant to use for the city any way you wanted, what would 
you do with it and why? 
 

18. As an appointed councilmember you would have to overcome a contentious moment in 
the history of our city, how to you plan to mend the hard feelings, work with ALL 
councilors and residents and build unity in our city to address the concerns of ward 1? 

 
19. Is there anything you came in prepared to tell us that we did not ask you? 



























Answers to application: 
 
Why are you interested in this position on City Council? (attach an additional sheet if necessary)    
In 2015 I ran for re-election for this seat. At the time I raised questions about the residency of the now former 
Councilwoman. The City Clerk and Attorney cleared her eligibility at that time. Based on the facts that this 
Council has found in a less severe case than the ones I raised, it further proves my argument that she was not 
eligible to be on Council to start with. I was defeated in that election by just 20 votes; furthermore I defeated the 
other two candidates by more than 300+ votes. If the questions that I had asked in 2015 had been properly 
investigated when I brought them up I believe we would not be here today. While we may never know how the 
858 voters would have voted had Phillips not been on the ballot in 2015, what we can say is if you were 
to divide those same votes up, and split them between the three other candidates she defeated, I still would 
have won re-election. In 2019 my views of eligibility for the Councilwoman and her residency were still in 
question and based on what I saw as the inability to form positive working relationships over the past 4 years, 
this led me to cast a vote for Shawn Reza. Thornton is at a pivotal point right now in our history. We have some 
very important issues facing our city, these are issues that will prepare us for tomorrow's future. Things like 
water rights and infrastructure, revitalization of South Thornton in particular the Thornton Shopping Center, 
growth within our city and the rate at which we are growing, housing issues, protection of both our Thornton 
Fire Dept. and Police Dept., economic development, recovery from the COVID 19 Pandemic, fixing our roads 
and infrastructure. I am committed to finishing this term on Council, but it must be noted that if appointed I will 
NOT be seeking re-election. I am only putting myself forward because as the prior Councilwoman of Ward 1. I 
have the knowledge, experience, and the support to work and build relationships with this current Council. I 
know that if appointed I can jump in on day one and be able to do the job based on my prior experiences 
working with City Staff, other Governments, and all stakeholders within our community. In 2019 members of 
this Council were faced with appointing someone to the Ward 3 seat to fill the vacancy left by Josh Zygielbaum. 
Former City Councilman Eric Tade previously of Ward 4 moved to Ward 3 and was ultimately chosen to 
represent the Ward until the next election. It is worth noting that some of the reasons members on Council later 
disclosed why they voted for him were: he had prior City Council experience, he said he would not seek re-
election, he was a swing vote that always considered facts and the views of the opposing sides prior to voting, 
he was an Unaffiliated voter even though City Council in non-partisan, he served on the 2019 Council with 
some of the same members of the 2015 Council; all important facts to consider when filling a term of less than 
2 years left. Like Tade I am commiting to some of the same commitments/facts/experiences that he had when 
he was appointed. I again will not seek re-election, I am an Unaffiliated voter even though party politics should 
NEVER be brought to the table while on Council we are a non-partisan body. I would like to point out that in the 
2021 election our Mayor made a decision that I feel was based on improving the meaning of having a non-
partisan Council by only endorsed candidates who were Unaffiliated voters. I had experience working with 
Tade and the now Mayor, then Councilwoman Kulmann in previous years. I too have prior Council experience, 
and finally I am making a commitment to all of you that if appointed as I did before on Council I will always 
come to the table with an open mind and consider everyone's point of views. One important thing I feel is 
needed on this Council is having someone who will work with all eight other members to produce a quality, 
effective, positive, negotiated result for Thornton. I want the opportunity to try and find common ground with 
every single one of you on all issues. We can try and produce unanimous votes once again. I want to see if 
there is any wiggle room on issues that divide this current Council. I want to bring everyone's opinions to the 
table, I also want every Council person to be able to come away with a "win" in the end result on issues that are 
important to all of us as individuals.I will say that this is not going to be easy, doing so will also require help 
from everyone currently serving. Those that say that there are people in the "minority or majority" will both have 
to agree to negotiate. I truly believe I can be the person to bridge that gap. My last campaign slogan was "I will 
listen and do my part". I believe that leadership begins with listening and together even if we can't agree on 
everything we can find the common ground to make Thornton the best it can be. My promise to you is to work 
with each of you individually to try and make our votes 9-0 or at least a majority of 7-2. I learned while serving 
on Council that you never make a promise you cannot keep, that being said I am a person who is not known for 
endorsements. To be honest with you in my opinion they mean very little; furthermore please know that I 
promise you all that as the outgoing Councilwoman I agree to stay out of the 2023 election, I will not be 
endorsing any candidate running for the Ward 1 seat or Mayoral race. My commitment here is to finish this term 
that is left, and walk away with the accomplishments we will have made together with our short time serving 
and remain neutral in the next election giving the residents of Thornton the opportunity to vote and put 
democracy in action. 
 



What do you think are the two most pressing issues in Thornton today and why? (attach an additional 
sheet if necessary)   
I actually feel there are three important issues facing our city, not two. Before I dive into what I need to tell you I 
am aware that this Council most likely has already selected and has been briefed on the most important issues 
that will face us this calendar year. This is usually brought to your attention and recommended by staff a year in 
advance. It was one of the many things we used to address at our annual retreat when I served on Council. If 
selected, I am not coming to Council to advance my agenda or anyone else's agenda. I would like this Council 
to know that even though I may be serving together with Kathy there of course may be times where we both will 
not agree. I will be required to dive in and immediately start working on current issues that face my district on 
day one and I will do so with an open mind. I feel there may be ideas other members of Council have or 
information they are aware of regarding Ward 1 and I will personally take the time to meet with you all one on 
one to review your thoughts and concerns within my first 30 days in office. When I served on Council I 
remember taking calls from people all over Thornton, not just my Ward. This is especially important if we are 
going to try and seek 9-0 votes. Now I know there are some on Council who may favor my appointment from 
the start but I feel it's important that we have to work together and I will be committed to accomplishing the 
priorities/goal/action items that this Council has already put their focus towards. I feel we need to move quickly 
to achieve a smooth transition in Ward 1 and on this Council to get back on track of doing our business. Now to 
answer the original question first I personally believe water is the number one issue. In Colorado water is our 
gold, and we have a massive water project occurring as we speak. I was a part of the many past Councils who 
helped get us to where we are today and completing this project is very important to me. Second, public safety. 
When Eric Tade served on Council he brought a unique perspective as his day job was a firefighter. When 
Adam and David were elected they both brought that same important quality and perspective as Police 
Officers. Their knowledge is extremely important to this issue. I applaud the accomplishments of this Council on 
the work that they have done to advance public safety. Taking action on things like making sure the aging Fire 
Station 1 was rebuilt in a state of the art facility, or the hiring of more Police Officers within our city. These are 
all very critical steps and actions that not only will need to be preserved, but protected and expanded upon. I 
will say that having Councilmember Unrein on Council will further help public safety issues being that he has a 
track record and history in involvement of public safety groups throughout our city. Third and last I feel that the 
revitalization of the Thornton Shopping Center will be critical. I served on the Thornton Revitalization Task 
Force, I also worked on revitalization issues while serving on Council and while we all know that when you add 
an action item to the priorities for the following year it sometimes takes upwards of years to get positive results, 
especially when it comes to placing things in the budget. Keeping the promise that has been made to the Ward 
1 people and making sure the work that has already started to clean this site up, is going to be critical and is 
very important to me. I feel my prior experience with revitalization is important here.    
 
 Please list any other community activities or groups (church, civic, sports, etc.) that you are currently 
involved in or have been involved with in this community or any other community. (attach an additional 
sheet if necessary)    
-In the past I was a volunteer for Mi Casa in Adams County.  
-I served on the Thornton Revitalization Task Force.  
-I was a member of the Thornton Police and Fire Academy.  
-I was a volunteer with the CERT team.  
-I helped multiple religious organizations, and civic engagement organizations throughout my lifetime.  
-I have volunteered for multiple food banks both public and private. 
 
Have you served on boards or commissions for Thornton or other governments? If yes, please 
describe what board or commission, when you served, and your experience with that service. (attach 
an additional sheet if necessary)   
-Thornton Revitalization Task Force. I served from the time the force was created until it was eliminated. We 
helped advise, identify areas in need of attention and give advice to the City Council.  
-Adams County Economic Development. I served two years starting in 2013 as a Councilmember. We gave 
input on behalf of Thornton, and it was designed to bring attention to municipalities on economic development 
occurring within Adams County.  
-Colorado Municipal league. I was an alternate to Val Vigil while I served on Council 4 years.  
-DRCOG alternate while on Council for 4 years. 
-Anythink Library Board representative alternate for Councilwoman Fox 2 years.  
-National League of Cities for 4 years. 
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