
CITY OF THORNTON 
CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE 
 

12/23/21 

 
A G E N D A 

Planning Session 
https://thorntonco.zoom.us/j/81163641563   

January 4, 2022 
5:45 p.m. 

 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER, REVIEW OF AGENDA, AND STAFF COMMENTS 
 
 

II.  BRIEFINGS 
 

A. Businesses of Thornton Advisory Commission Interviews (Estimated 30 Minutes) 
 

B. Thornton Arts Sciences and Humanities Council Board of Directors Presentation 
(Estimated 15 Minutes) 

 
C. Public Art Recommendation from the Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities 

Council Board of Directors for Sky Park (Estimated 15 Minutes) 
 

D. Review of the City’s Draft 2022 State Legislative Priorities (Estimated 15 Minutes) 
 

E. Discussion Regarding Amending Section 54-303 of the City Code Related to 
Compensation for Holiday Pay (Estimated 15 Minutes) 

 
 

III. OPEN DISCUSSION 
 

A. Board and Committee Reports 
a. Smart Commute Metro North 
b. Denver Regional Council of Governments Finance and Budget Committee 
c. Denver Regional Council of Governments Board of Directors 
d. North Area Transportation Alliance  
e. Metro Mayor’s Caucus 

 
 

 
 

 

https://thorntonco.zoom.us/j/81163641563


 Planning Session 
Agenda Summary 
January 4, 2022 

 
 
BRIEFINGS: 
 
A. Businesses of Thornton Advisory Commission Interviews  

- Kristen Rosenbaum, City Clerk  
  
The Businesses of Thornton Advisory Commission (BTAC) represents Thornton 
businesses and makes recommendations to City Council on issues impacting the 
ability of businesses to be successful in Thornton. Commission members are 
residents and business representatives of the City. The general purpose is to discuss 
and share both the challenges as well as the successes experienced by Thornton 
businesses.  
 
Council adopted a policy, establishing a specific composition of members, which is 
outlined in the background. The existing members on BTAC meet these composition 
requirements (see attached). 
 
Currently, there is one vacancy on the Commission and three applicants. City Council 
conducts interviews and selects who should be appointed when there are more 
applicants than vacancies on a Board or Commission. Questions used in the past and 
the two applications are attached. The schedule of interviews is as follows: 
 
 5:45 p.m.  Omar Gonzalo Moreno Gomez, Res. Ward 4, Bus. Ward 1 
 5:55 p.m.  Augustine Bautista, Res. Henderson, Bus. Ward 2 
 6:05 p.m.  William (Bill) Ulysses Farrell Jr., Res. Ward 4, Bus. Ward 4 
 

B. Thornton Arts Sciences and Humanities Council Board of Directors Presentation  
-   Doug Romig, Parks and Recreation Director 

 
The Thornton Arts Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO) Board of Directors 
will share information about its history, purpose and value to the City and its residents. 

 
C. Public Art Recommendation from the Thornton Arts Sciences and Humanities Council 

Board of Directors  
-   Doug Romig, Parks and Recreation Director 

 
The Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO) Board of Directors, 
TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee, and volunteers of the Sky Park Art Panel will 
provide a recommendation to Council for a custom-designed art piece to be installed 
in a designated area at Sky Park located at 950 W. 88th Avenue.  
 

D. Review of the City’s Draft 2022 State Legislative Priorities  
-   Robb Kolstad, Assistant City Manager 
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The 2022 State Legislative Priorities identifies the legislative issues of interest to the 
City within broad public policy areas. The Priorities sets forth the City Council’s policy 
position in these areas in order to provide guidance in reviewing and analyzing bills 
that have an impact on the City’s interests. The policy areas include: Home Rule & 
Local Control, Transportation, Water Supply & Quality, Public Safety, Housing, 
Education and the 2019 Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Pandemic Relief/Recovery.  
 
The 2022 Session is scheduled to convene on January 12, 2022. 
 

E. Discussion Regarding Amending Section 54-303 of the City Code Related to 
Compensation for Holiday Pay  
-   Chris Molison, Executive Director for Management Services  

 
Human Resources, in conjunction with the Fire Department, is recommending revising 
language to Section 54-303 of the City Code to allow for non-union employees 
assigned to a 56-hoiur per week schedule to be eligible to receive holiday pay in a 
lump sum for those holidays accrued but not used. In addition, there are other 
administrative changes within the section that are being recommended to reflect 
current practice. 
 



PLANNING SESSION COMMUNICATION 
Meeting Date: 

January 4, 2022 
Agenda Item: 

 
Agenda Location: 

N/A 
Goal(s): Legal Review: 

N/A  ___ 1st Reading 
 ___ 2nd Reading 

Subject:  Businesses of Thornton Advisory Commission Interviews 

Recommended by: Robb Kolstad RK Approved by: Kevin S. Woods Ordinance previously 
introduced by:  

____________________ 
Presenter(s):   Kristen Rosenbaum, City Clerk 

SYNOPSIS: 

The Businesses of Thornton Advisory Commission (BTAC) represents Thornton businesses and 
makes recommendations to City Council on issues impacting the ability of businesses to be 
successful in Thornton. Commission members are residents and business representatives of the City. 
The general purpose is to discuss and share both the challenges as well as the successes 
experienced by Thornton businesses.  

Council adopted a policy, establishing a specific composition of members, which is outlined in the 
background. The existing members on BTAC meet these composition requirements (see attached). 

Currently, there is one vacancy on the Commission and three applicants. City Council conducts 
interviews and selects who should be appointed when there are more applicants than vacancies on a 
Board or Commission. Questions used in the past and the two applications are attached. The 
schedule of interviews is as follows: 

5:45 p.m.  Omar Gonzalo Moreno Gomez, Res. Ward 4, Bus. Ward 1 
5:55 p.m.  Augustine Bautista, Res. Henderson, Bus. Ward 2 
6:05 p.m.  William (Bill) Ulysses Farrell Jr., Res. Ward 4, Bus. Ward 4 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends Alternative No. 1, bring forward a resolution, at a future City Council meeting, 
appointing one of the individuals to the BTAC. 

BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS:  

None. 

ALTERNATIVES: 

1) Direct staff to bring forward a resolution, at a future City Council meeting, appointing one of the
individuals to the BTAC.

2) Direct staff to continue advertising for the vacancy.
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BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY):  (includes previous City Council action) 

Council Policy 1.3 establishes the qualifications for the composition of the members of BTAC, which 
are listed below.  

 A minimum of nine and a maximum of 15 members on the Commission.
 A majority of the members must also be residents of the City.
 A minimum of five different types of businesses must be represented on the Commission.
 A minimum of one business each located in the south, central and north areas of Thornton

must be represented.
 A minimum of one large business (100 or more employees) and a minimum of one small

business (99 or fewer employees) must be represented.
 A minimum of one business with local ownership and a minimum of one local representative of

a business with public/national ownership must be appointed.
 Multiple representatives from the same business will not be appointed.
 Council will only appoint business owners and/or managers.
 Council will appoint individuals to the Commission, not the businesses those individuals

represent.  Should a vacancy occur, the business represented may not designate another
individual to serve on the Commission.  Only City Council, in its sole discretion, may appoint
members to the Commission.

In 2009, Council adopted a policy, which states that when there are equal to or more vacancies than 
applicants, the applications will be referred to the Board or Commission to conduct interviews and 
provide Council with a recommendation regarding whether the applicant(s) should or should not be 
appointed. When there are more applicants than vacancies on a Board or Commission, Council will 
conduct the interviews and select who should be appointed.  

Current members of the Commission: 

Residence Business 
Jamie Klein (Chairperson) 3 2 
Thomas Green (Vice-Chairperson) Brighton Brighton 
Nadiya Gibson 3 3 
Ava Gomez 3 1 
Paul Gurien 4 Littleton 
Ann Hogan 4 Westminster 
Jessica Jessen 4 2 
Ali Malik Denver 1 
Andrew Morris 4 4 
Ty Ono 4 4 
Amanda Pedrianes Brighton 3 
Saida Perez-Garrido Northglenn 1 
Danielle Siegrist 4 4 
Todd Waufle 3 4 



1 

Interview Questions Used in the Past 

Businesses of Thornton Advisory Commission (BTAC) 

1. Why are you interested in being appointed to the Businesses of Thornton Advisory
Commission?

2. What specific background or expertise would you bring if you were appointed to the
Businesses of Thornton Advisory Commission?

3. If appointed, how would you engage more volunteers and more members of the
community in Businesses of Thornton Advisory Commission activities?

4. How would you build consensus to reach decisions in a group setting?

5. What do you believe are some of the major concerns that the Businesses of
Thornton Advisory Commission will be faced with?



BTAC MEMBER COMPOSITION                    
AS OF DECEMBER 13, 2021

Nadiya  Ava  Thomas  Paul Ann Jessica Jamie  Ali Andrew Ty  Amanda Saida Danielle  Todd
Gibson Gomez Green Gurien Hogan Jessen Klein Malik Morris Ono Pedrianes Perez‐Garrido Siegrist Waufle

COMPOSITION REQUIREMENTS TOTAL
HomeSmart Real 
Estate / Property 
Management

Ava's By 
Eternity

United Power FedEx
Ann Hogan 

Consulting, LLC 
(Westminster)

FirstBank Klein Trucking

Heuron 92nd 
Center LLC HUB 
liquors LLC 
(Thornton)

AMX Real 
Estate 

Greysn 
Business Identy 

Design

All Climate 
Systems

G.I.S. LLC ‐ Tru 
Services

York Street 
Depot 

(Thornton)

Satire Brewing 
Co.

1.  Minimum of 9, Maximum 15 Members 14              
2.  Majority Residents of Thornton 11   ‐       ‐   

3.  Minimum of 5 Different Subsectors
Real Estate Rental 

and Leasing
Clothing Stores Utilities

Courier and 
Express 
Delivery 
Services

Management 
Consulting 
Services 

(Westminster)

Credit 
Intermediation 
and Related 
Activities

Container 
Trucking 
Services

Lessors of Real 
Estate Property 
and Retail Store 

(Thonton)

Real Estate 
Rental and 
Leasing

Marketing & 
Media Design

Specialty Trade 
Contractors

Insurance 
Carriers and 
Related 
Activities

Lessors of 
Other Real 

Estate Property 
(Thornton)

Breweries

4.  Minimum of 1 Member South of 104th Avenue 5 ‐  ‐ ‐ ‐    ‐ ‐ ‐  ‐ ‐

5.  Minimum of 1 Member Between 104th and 124th 
Avenue 5

 ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐    

6.  Minimum of 1 Member North of 124th Avenue 8 ‐       ‐   ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐

7.  Minimum of 1 Member of Large Business (100 
Employees or More) 3 ‐ ‐   ‐  ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐

8.  Minimum of 1 Member of Small Business (99 
Employees or Less) 11

  ‐ ‐  ‐        

9.  Local Ownership / Public National Ownership
A.  Minimum of 1 Member of Business with Local 
Ownership 10

  ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐        

B.  Minimum of 1 Member of Business with 
Public/National Ownership 3 ‐ ‐   ‐  ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐

10.  Multiple Representatives from Same Business Shall 
Not Be Appointed
11.  Council Will Appoint Only Business Owners and 
Managers Owner Owner Manager Manager Owner Manager Owner Owner Owner Owner Manager Owner Owner Owner

13.  Council Shall Appoint Members, Not the Businesses.













PLANNING SESSION COMMUNICATION 
Meeting Date:  

January 4, 2022 
Agenda Item: 

 
Agenda Location:  

N/A 
Goal(s): 

 

Legal Review: 

N/A 
 
   1st Reading 
   2nd Reading  

Subject:  Thornton Arts Sciences and Humanities Council Board of Directors Presentation  

Recommended by: Doug C. Romig DCR Approved by: Kevin S. Woods 
 
Ordinance previously 
introduced by:  
 

__________________ 
 

Presenter(s):  Lauren Turner, President 
                    Alisa Zimmerman, Arts and Culture Manager 

 
SYNOPSIS:  
 
The Thornton Arts Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO) Board of Directors will share 
information about its history, purpose and value to the City and its residents. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
For informational purposes only. 
 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS:   
 
None. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
For informational purposes only. 

 
BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY): (includes previous City Council action) 
 
TASHCO was established by City Council in 1991 as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation to promote 
cultural, historical and scientific activities in the City. TASHCO’s vision is to capture the hearts and 
minds of the City’s residents and enhance the quality of their lives through exposure and involvement 
in the arts, sciences, and humanities. 
 
TASHCO consists of 13 Council-appointed members who serve unlimited four-year terms and 
represent each City ward. The board meets on the second Monday of each month with additional 
subcommittee meetings held year-round to support public art, fire museum and community event 
planning. 
 
TASHCO’s responsibilities include arts advocacy, grant funding from the Scientific and Cultural 
Facilities District (SCFD), reviewing the annual budget, sponsoring fundraising events, supporting 
other arts groups, recommending the purchase of art for the City collection, and updating the Arts and 
Culture master plan which was created in 2007 and updated in 2017. Another update is pending 
budget funding. 
 
TASHCO reports annually to City Council on activities funded by the SCFD which have included the 
Outside the Box Mural Project, Day of the Dead Cultural Celebration, and Young Artists Festival. The 
board also makes recommendations to City Council on public art commissions and locations, as well 
as concepts for historic properties and related programming as requested. 



TASHCO PRESENTATION 
2022

Purpose:
Share information about the history, 
purpose, and value of TASHCO.

Agenda:
• Presentation
• Questions



History and Structure
Established: 1991 as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation.
Purpose: To promote cultural, historical and scientific
activities in the City.

Vision: To capture the hearts and minds of the City’s
residents and enhance the quality of their lives through
exposure and involvement in the arts, sciences, and
humanities.
Structure: Board of Directors (5-13 members) is
appointed by City Council which approves its bylaws,
budget, and master plan; the board advises the City
Manager and the Director of Parks, Recreation &
Community Programs, and reports annually on
accomplishments.
Officers: President, Vice President, Secretary



Meetings and Membership
• Board meetings are held on the second Monday of the month, 

6:30-8:30 p.m. via Zoom or in City buildings; open to the public.
• Additional public subcommittee meetings occur on Zoom to 

support Public Art, Fire Museum, and Community Events planning.
• Appointed members serve unlimited four-year terms and represent:

Ward 1: 
Lisa Amidon - 2018 to 2023; Frank Newton – 2007 to 2023
Ward 2:
Roberta Ayala - 2018 to 2024; Lynn Lathrop – 2020 to 2024
Ward 3:
Octavia Cordova – 2021 to 2024; Courtney Keyes – 2018 to 2024; 
Kate Miya – 2017 to 2023; Mary Payne – 2017 to 2023
Ward 4:
Stephanie Ortiz – 2014 to 2023; Christyle Russell – 2021 to 2024; 
Lauren Turner – 2020 to 2023; Fabricio Velez – 2020 to 2024
Vacancy: 1



Responsibilities
1. Set goals and recommend policies to the City Manager or designee 

related to cultural, historical, and scientific activities.

2. Create committees/subcommittees/advisory committees to assist.

3. Accept gifts, donations, and related City management of finances.

4. Review the proposed annual budget and make recommendations.

5. Sponsor fundraising events including those with admission fees.

6. Apply for and accept awards, grants, funding, and other benefits.

7. Act as service and advocacy body for arts, sciences and humanities.

8. Authorize disbursement of approved funds to carry out purpose.

9. Develop and update the Arts and Culture master plan.

10. Authorize the purchase and placement of artwork provided in the 

approved budget consistent with the approved master plan.



Recent 
Accomplishments

• SCFD Grant Funding
• Public Art Projects

• Outside the Box Murals
• Pollinator Habitat Gardens
• Sculptures at Multiple Locations

• Arts in the Park Events
• Ken Freiberg Fire Museum
• 5th Annual Dia de Los Muertos & 

Mexican Film Festival



Challenges and Opportunities
Challenges

• Board Member Requirements
• Communication Restrictions (CORA, OML)
• Meeting Formats and Frequency
• Fundraising

Opportunities
• Back to Basics Approach
• Community Outreach
• Long Range Planning
• Master Plan Update
• Social Media Engagement
• Supporting Other Organizations & Groups
• Fundraising



Thank you. Any questions?



PLANNING SESSION COMMUNICATION 
Meeting Date:  

January 4, 2022 
Agenda Item: 

 
Agenda Location:  

N/A 
Goal(s): 

 

Legal Review: 

N/A 
 
   1st Reading 
   2nd Reading  

Subject:  Public Art Recommendation from the Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council Board 
of Directors for Sky Park 

Recommended by: Doug C. Romig  DCR Approved by: Kevin S. Woods    
Ordinance previously 
introduced by:  
 

   
 

Presenter(s):  Stephanie Ortiz, TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee Chair 
                         Alisa Zimmerman, Arts and Culture Manager 
                     Jesse Jimenez, Arts and Culture Coordinator 

 
SYNOPSIS:  
 
The Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO) Board of Directors, TASHCO Public 
Art Subcommittee, and volunteers of the Sky Park Art Panel will provide a recommendation to Council 
for a custom-designed art piece to be installed in a designated area at Sky Park located at 950 W. 88th 
Avenue.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Staff recommends Alternative No. 1, approve the recommendation for a custom-designed art piece to 
be installed in Sky Park. 
 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS:   
 
The total Sky Park public art budget is $39,500 with $35,000 applied to artist fees and project costs 
associated with fabrication, transportation, shipping, installation, and insurance, and the remaining 
$4,500 applied to public information signage, design stipends, and project marketing costs. These 
expenses will be paid in full through funding provided by the Adams County (ADCO) Open Space Sales 
Tax as approved by Council for the 2021 Capital Project Budget. 
 
Staff from Arts and Culture, Open Space Capital Projects, and Parks will assist with the acquisition, 
placement, and maintenance of this new art piece as required at Sky Park. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
1. Approve the recommendation for a custom-designed art piece to be installed in Sky Park. 
2. Do not approve the recommendation for a custom-designed art piece to be installed in Sky Park. 

 
BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY): (includes previous City Council action) 
  
Sky Park Public Art Recommendation 
 
The TASHCO Board of Directors, TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee, and volunteers of the Sky Park 
Art Panel recommend Levi Bedall, Matthew Muller, and August Lehrecke, owners of Pneuhaus Studios 
in Rumford, Rhode Island, for their commission of a large-scale public art piece to be installed in Sky 
Park at 950 W. 88th Avenue. This is the City’s newest park and is highly visible to drivers, as well as 
pedestrians walking to and from nearby homes and businesses.  
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The subcommittee and panel conducted several searches to identify an artist or artist group with the 
skills and creativity to fabricate a public art piece that would support the theme of the park, have a 
distinct visual impact, and would engage the local community and visitors using the park. 
 
Pneuhaus Studios received a unanimous vote from the panel. Their proposed sculpture emphasizes 
location and unique technology to produce a dynamic piece that is unlike any art piece in the City’s 
collection. The sculpture will consist of a five by six-foot cube composed of an interlocking lattice of 
mirror-plated aluminum pieces which will be angled to reflect the sun, sky, park, and the viewer. The 
piece will create an effect where the sky and ground are woven together in a visually complex pattern 
to create a mirage-like effect. As the viewer's perspective changes with their movement, the lattice 
panels will dance in and out of alignment, creating an optical effect that will seem to ripple across the 
sculpture. This moment of discovery is key to the team's design practice, bringing seemingly static 
sculpture into a more dynamic and rich experience. This approach emphasizes viewer engagement 
and interactivity to ensure the piece's vitality via a connection with the viewer. The piece will be placed 
at a height that follows City safety guidelines and is intended to reflect the park’s “cosmic” theme while 
also being engaging and activating the surrounding space. 
 
Pneuhaus Studios specializes in making work that challenges new ways of seeing the world and 
ourselves. Their Sky Park proposal is an exploration of physics that finds a creative way to bring 
together art, engineering, geometry, and new technology. The panel found the group's multidisciplinary 
approach to public art very exciting and hopes it can inspire students of the nearby STEAM Launch 
school, which helped with the design of the new park. Additionally, the artists would like to organize an 
"unveiling ceremony" where they can present the piece to the community and showcase more of their 
work by bringing their inflatables to teach about the importance of design. This activity could potentially 
be a workshop for STEM Launch students and the community. 
 
This art piece is scheduled to be installed in 2023. However, final award and agreements will need to 
be completed by December 31, 2022. This will allow enough time to finalize designs and meet 
Pneuhaus Studios’ production and implementation schedule. Please see the attached report for more 
details on the subcommittee’s public art review process for this project. 



Public Art Recommendation: 
Sky Park Project

Purpose:
Discuss the review process for public art 
recommendation. 

Agenda:
• Review Process
• Questions



Project History

• In 2021, the Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council 
(TASHCO) Public Art Subcommittee was tasked with identifying an 
artist to design a public art piece for the new Sky Park. 

• Artists were challenged to touch on the space-age/futuristic visual 
ques of the park to help activate the space, and to support the 
mission and vision of the Parks, Recreation and Community 
Programs Department in addition to the subcommittee’s mission. 

• The art project has a total budget of $39,500, $35,000 of which will 
be applied to artist fees and project costs with the remaining $4,500 
budgeted for design stipends, signage and RFQ costs.

• This project is made possible through funds from the Adams County 
Open Space Sales Tax Grant.



Project Location 
• This project is part of the Council-approved five-year public art plan.
• The art piece will be installed outdoors at the new Sky Park in a 

pre-determined area.
• The working area is approximately 15-feet by 20-feet with no height 

or weight restrictions.



Project Review Process

The review process consisted of four rounds:
1. Preliminary online reviews to qualify applicants (skill, 

creativity, experience, ability to meet project scope)
2. Deliberation to identify three semifinalists 
3. Design presentations by semifinalists 
4. Final deliberation and vote

Semifinalist Pneuhaus Studio received the majority vote.

The 2021 RFQ for Sky Park received a total of 38 applicants;
11 (28%) were Colorado-based artists. Several Colorado-based
artists received qualifying scores but were not selected as a
semifinalists.



Public Art Recommendation 
TASHCO, its Public Art Subcommittee, and the volunteers of the Sky
Park Art Panel would like to recommend artist team, Pneuhaus Studio,
from Rumford, Rhode Island, for the commission of a public art piece at
Sky Park.

Atmosphere, 2018
Columbia, MO

Canopy, 2019
Baltimore, MD

Key Factors:
• 100% majority vote
• Utilizes leading edge 

technology to activate  
space. 

• Group integrates 
sciences, nature, and 
design in their 
practice. 



Proposed Public Art Piece 
Key Characteristics:
• Made of water jet cut 

chrome-plated aluminum. 
• Emphasis on viewer 

engagement and space 
activation.

• Employs STEAM* 
principles through its 
inspiration and design.

• Group collaborates on 
fabrication with nonprofits 
that provide training and 
job placement for 
underserved communities.

*Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Math  



TASHCO requests Council’s 
review and approval of this 

public art proposal.



Sky Park 
Public Art
Recommendation
Report 
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The Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO), TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee, and the
Volunteers of the Sky Park Public Art Panel would like to recommend, Pneuhaus Studios from Rumford, RI, for
the commission of a public art piece. The piece will be installed at the new Sky Park located on 88th Avenue and
Santa Fe.

The final piece will be a 5-foot by 6-foot cube structure made of mirror-plated aluminum. The  piece will be
placed at a height that follows city safety guidelines. The piece is intended to touch on the park’s theme, while
also being engaging and activating the space.  

SUMMARY 

After several rounds of scoring and deliberation, the panel identified Levi Bedall, Matthew Muller, and August
Lehrecke, owners of Pneuhaus Studios as the artist group with the creativity and community commitment to
meet the scope of this project in addition to supporting the Public Art Subcommittee's mission statement.

Pneuhaus Studios received a unanimous vote from the panel. The group presented an exciting and creative
proposal, which emphasized location and unique technology to design an impactful piece for the new Sky Park..
The team specializes in making work that challenges new ways of seeing the world and ourselves. The work is an
exploration of physics that founds a creative way to bring together art, engineering, geometry, and new
technology. The panel found the group's multidisciplinary approach to public art very exciting and hopes it can
inspire students of STEM Launch, who helped provided much of the creative direction of Sky Park.   

The panel was ver impressed with the team's thorough work; researching the effects Colorado's high altitude and
weather have on public art to recommend materials and fabrication methods that are readily available and easy
to preserve. The team also spent much of their time understanding the intention of the new pocket-park to
ensure they could fully engage viewers and bring art that is nothing like Thornton has in the collection.  

The sculpture is composed of an interlocking lattice of mirror-plated aluminum pieces. These pieces are angled to
reflect the sun, sky, park, and the viewer. The piece creates an effect where the sky and ground are woven
together in a visually complex pattern to create a mirage-like effect. As the viewer's perspective changes with
their movement, the lattice panels will dance in and out of alignment, creating an optical effect that seems to
ripple across the sculpture. This moment of realization is a key-stone in the team's design practice that brings
seemingly static sculpture into a more dynamic and rich experience. This emphasis on viewer engagement and
interactivity ensures the piece's vitality by creating a connection with visitors. The simplistic, almost mind-
bending effect of the piece cuts through any intimidation art can have and gives viewers a more fun experience
in the hopes that they continue to come return at different times and seasons to watch the piece evolve.
Additionally, the group would like to organize an "unveiling ceremony" where they can present the piece to the
community and showcase more of their work by bringing their inflatable work and teach more about the
importance of design. This could potentially be a workshop for STEM Launch Students. 

The artist's group full design proposal is attached to this recommendation report.  

JUSTIFICATION 

RECOMMENDATION REPORT 
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The piece will be installed outdoors at the new Sky Park in a designated 15-feet by 20-feet area. 
PROJECT LOCATION

The public art process is guided by transparency, inclusivity, and diversity. The public art subcommittee is
committed to creating space for underrepresented and diverse voices in creative industries. Artists and creative
teams committed to work around equity, diversity, and inclusion were strongly encouraged to apply for
consideration. 

This was a national call; open to all artists, design teams, architectural firms, etc., age 18 and over, regardless
of race, sex, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender identity, age, military status, sexual orientation,
marital status, or disability. 

Preference was given to those possessing the creativity to deliver a successful, engaging, and creative landmark
piece. 

ELIGIBILITY

The total project budget is $39,500; $35,000 of the funds are inclusive of artist fees and project costs associated
with fabrication, transportation, shipping, installation, insurance, etc. The remining amount will be applied to
public information, stipends, and project marketing costs. Costs for this project will be deducted from the 
581308.8550.3000 budget. This budget number is associated with all costs pertaining to public art funding by
Adams County Open Space Sales Tax.  

PROJECT BUDGET BREAKDOWN

 This project is made possible through funding provided by the Adams County Open Space Sale
Tax.  The Open Space Sales Tax was approved by Adams County voters in 1999 as a 1/5 of one percent sales tax
authorized through 2006. In 2004, voters approved an increase to ¼ of one percent, or 25 cents on a $100
purchase, and extended the sales tax through 2026.  Proceeds from the sales tax benefit parks, recreation, trails,
and open space projects countywide.

The 2.3 acre land  land was purchased from New Hope Bible Church in 2019. The project was completed in 2021
and was largely a collaborative effort between the city and STEM Launch students to bring a new and exciting
pocket park to the community. The park features a neighborhood gathering space, the city's first soccer pitch,
LED lighting, and playground with zip-line and space-age climbing structures and visual ques.  

This public art project is part of the council-approved, five-year public art plan and was assigned to Ward 1.

PROJECT HISTORY

The city of Thornton, in collaboration with TASHCO, TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee, and the Volunteers of
the Sky Park Public Art Panel conducted several searches to identify an artist or artist group with the skills and
creativity to  fabricate  a public art  piece that could speak to the location, have a positive visual impact, and
engage visitors .
 
This work will help build a diverse and engaging collection of public art that is personal to Thornton and
informed by the community. The artwork will establish Thornton as an innovative and exciting destination-city;
engaged in contemporary conversations on art and culture.

PROJECT MISSION
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National
69.2%

Local 
28.2%

Intl.
2.6%

Plaques/Signs $2,000Public  information

$39,500TOTAL

The RFQ received a total of 38 applicants. Out of the 38 applicants, 11 were Colorado-based artists. Artists, David
Conger (based in Denver), David Farquharson (based in Aurora), Kevin Shaffer (based in Leadville), and Jeff Glode
Wise (based in Durango)  were the only Colorado-based artists to receive qualifying scores. 

REVIEW PROCESS

Project Applicants

The review process was split into four rounds:

Each applicant was scored based on their overall body of work, skill, creativity, and ability to meet the scope of
the project. Each applicant was scored on a scale of 1 to 7. Applicants who received a qualifying score moved on to
Round 2. Panel members reviewed and scored 327 images and 37 videos of artist work. This review was
completed on March 21, 2021.

ROUND 1 : PRELIMINARY ONLINE REVIEW (FOUR HOURS)

Out of  38 applicants, 18 received qualifying scores and moved on to the second round. Panel members met via
Zoom Thursday, July 8, 2021 to review the list of candidates and discuss scores.  The group was tasked with
identifying up to three semifinalists who would be awarded a design stipend for the production of a sight-specific
proposal. Below are the results of the first round of online reviews:

ROUND 2: SEMI FINALIST DELIBERATION (FOUR HOURS)

Stipend

Art Work(s)

DETAIL AMOUNT

All fabrication/artist costs $35,000

$1,500

COST ITEM 

Finalist(s) design stipends  ($500 ea.)

Misc. Costs RFQ posting/marketing $1,000
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The panel discussed each of the artists listed above in addition to reviewing their portfolio of work and
comparing it to the scope and goals of the project. After some discussion, Pneu Haus Studio was selected based on
their interesting use of technology and their projects with NASA. The panel believed Pneu Haus' aesthetic
aligned with the demands on this project. Brent Van Dyke was next to be selected also based on interesting use of
materials and technology. The panel also found  Van Dyke's collaborations with global brands to be very
impressive. Further discussion was needed to identify the last semifinalist. Spider Tag was presented as a
potential candidate by TASHCO Member, Stephanie Ortiz. However, the panel decided on Tyler FuQua based on
his use of robots an lighting elements. 

The panel requested each artist be given feedback to ensure proposals include the strongest elements of each
candidate's work. 

Each semi finalists was issued a modest stipend to produce a site-specific design proposal in addition to the follow:
ROUND 3: DESIGN PRESENTATIONS (FOUR HOURS)

Final design
3D rendering and/or images of final piece within the physical space 
 Itemized budget, including insurance, travel, install, foundational, and contractor costs
Implementation/production schedule

rickherzog.com Athens, GA 4.0Richard Herzog

Spider Tag 

Allison Newsome 

Randy Olsen

Brent Van Dyke 

Marguerite Messieres 

David Farquharson

Cecilia Lueza 

Tyler FuQua

Billy Joe Miller 

Pneu Haus Studio

LINK TO WORK HOME BASE 

pneu-haus.com Rumford, RI

ARTIST NAME AVERAGE SCORE 

4.5

billyjoemiller.com

spidertag.wordpress.com

jeffwiseart.com

davidcongerstudio.com

Sandia Park, NM

Denver, CO 4.0

4.2

4.8

4.2

David Conger 

Jeff Glode Wise

Tiimo Mang

Justin Tate

allisonnewsome.com Warren, RI

windhenge.com Woodbury, NM

arch-nyc.com

demessieres.com

farhorizonart.com

lueza.com

Tiimomang.com

tylerfuquacreations.com

justintylertate.com

Blauvelt, NY

Boyds, MD

Aurora, CO

St. Petersburg, FL

Lakewood, CO

Eagle Creek, OR

Cape Coral, FL

4.0

3.66

3.66

3.66

3.66

3.33

3.33

4.0

4.0

Madrid, Spain

Durango, CO

Joshua Wiener

Cheryl Wing-Zi Wong

joshuawiener.com

cw-zw.com

Boulder, CO

New York, NY

3.33

3.33
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Pneuhaus
Studio
100%

After reviewing each presentation, the panel deliberated and reviewed proposals. The panel discussed  each
design and the artists ability to meet the needs of the project and the community. Based on their work, excellent
presentation, and ability to incorporate dynamic elements into their work, the panel identified Pneuhaus Studio 
 as the best candidates for the project. The team  received 100 percent of the majority vote and outstanding
feedback from the panel. Pneuhaus Studio was selected with the understanding  that the work will be installed at
a height that will mitigate any safety/vandalism concerns and follow city guidelines.  Below is a breakdown of
the majority vote:

ROUND 4: FINAL DELIBERATION (TWO HOURS)

Proposals were due to Jesse Jimenez, Arts & Culture Coordinator on Monday, August 2, 2021. 

The panel met on Saturday, August 8, 2021 to review design proposals. All three artists  presented their designs to
the panel. Artists were given 30-minutes to present their proposal and an additional 15-minutes for questions
from the panel. After each presentation, panel members discussed the piece and presented any updates they
would request of the artist. Previously, the panel would take this time to complete score cards. However, the
TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee members found discussion to be more beneficial and allowed resident panel
members to voice more concerns and provide feedback. 

Artist statement and project narrative
Materials list, including supplier information
Warranty information (if available)
Maintenance information, including procedures, timelines and future estimated city cost

Majority Vote
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The creative team received 100 percent of the majority vote from the  TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee and
panel members. Both agreed to move forward with Owens and Crawley. The design proposal were approved on
Saturday, May 1, 2021 with the understanding that updates would be made prior to the  final recommendation
made to City Council.  

In total, the nine members of this project panel donated 126 hours to ensure this project was not only fair and
competitive, but met the needs of the Thornton community. Below are the names of the volunteers who donated
their time to work with TASHCO in this process:

REVIEW PANEL MEMBERS 

WARD CITY CONNECTION DISCLOSURE FORM

Ward 1

Ward 2

Ward 2

Ward 3

TASHCO Member Boards & Commissions Standards

NAME 

TASHCO Member

TASHCO Member

TASHCO Member

Ward 4

Ward 3

TBD

Boards & Commissions Standards

Boards & Commissions Standards

Boards & Commissions Standards

Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form

TASHCO Member 

Community Stakeholder

TASHCO Member Boards & Commissions Standards

Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form

Community Stakeholder

Deno Kalomas

Roberta Ayala 

Stephanie Ortiz

Frank Newton 

Jamie Mack 

Mary Payne

Allyson Engel 

Octavia Cordova 

TBD Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form

Charlene Golightly TBD Community Stakeholder Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form

A recommendation was presented to the TASCHO board at the June 14, 2021 meeting. The proposal and
recommendation was approved to move forward and seek final approval from Thornton City Council.

TASHCO APPROVAL

TBD
COUNCIL APPROVAL 

Planning and completion this project  is scheduled for 2022. Final award agreements will need to be completed by
December 2021. This will allow enough time to finalize designs and meet the artists' production and
implementation schedule. Work has already been started with the Purchasing Department to ensure that
contracts and agreements also meet the timeline to prevent additional delays. 

TIMELINE 
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City of Thornton
Public Art Proposal for the New Park at 88th Avenue and Santa Fe
Pneuhaus // Thornton // Public Art //   8-7-2021
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Past Work
Pneuhaus is an interdisciplinary art and design studio that specializes in exuberant trans-
formations of public space. Our immersive sculptures and environments guide visitors into 
the universe of their senses and the joys of shared experience. The design process deep-
ly engages intrinsic qualities of materials to evolve forms that harmoniously express their 
physical and dynamic nature. Inspired by physics, biology, and craft, our studio’s work in-
corporates the lessons of nature in both form and function. 

With backgrounds in architecture, fine art, textiles and furniture design our collective 
brings a vast array of strengths and knowledge to every project. Driven to innovate, we are 
constantly developing new material systems in pursuit of unprecedented color and light 
effects, as shown in our 29 large scale commissions. Our studio incorporates leading-edge 
technologies to achieve complex, organic forms that stand in happy contrast to the hard 
edges of the every-day built environment.

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021

2
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Compound Camera
A dome comprised of 109 pin-hole cameras. The pop-up experience 
is a multi-faceted, upside down, reversed view of the outside.

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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RGBubble
This installation was the first piece in our exploration of color. 
Red, Blue and Green combine to create a spectrum on the floor.

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Fabric Prism
Our third piece exploring color used Red, Blue, and Green spikes 
arrayed on a curved surface to create a natural gradient.

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Lattice Experiments
Part of our process is exploring intricate geometric forms by 3-D 
printing modular connectors. 

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Chromatic Lattice
As you walk around this piece, the color changes from solid 
shades to intricate patchworks, to iridescent shimmers.

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021

Chromatic Lattice
Video

8
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BHDDH Lobbies
Our winning design for the 2 lobbies for the Department of Behavioral Healthcare, 
Developmental Disabilities, and Hospitals incorporates artists with disabilities. 

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Inspiration
We researched the visual effects of the ocean, the structure of water, and the creatures 
that live there. An interplay of complex changing light is a major inspiration. 

Structural Color

Molecular Structures

Solar Sails

International Space Station

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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 Park Sculpture 
Proposal

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Park Sculpture
Up Close

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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A Moment of Wonder Reflecting the Environment

Each Perspective is Different

Discovery and Joy

Approaching the Lattice there is a moment when the shim-
mer reveals itself, and in that instant transforms from a sta-
tionary sculpture into a phenomenon to be experienced as 
it continues to optically unfold. This aha! moment is one of 
the keystones of our design practice.

We have found that Perceptual Art designed to collaborate 
with the viewer’s senses inspires an engagement that cuts 
past the intimidation of art into an open space of wonder. 
Lattice’s design centers sensory joy and draws on our stu-
dio’s career-spanning study of the processes of human sight 
and the physics of light to create a singular, visually interac-
tive artwork. 

As a visitor’s viewpoint changes with their movements Lat-
tice’s panels will braid in and out of alignment, allowing the 
viewer to experience a dazzling optical effect as patterns of 
color, line, and open space fluidly ripple across the sculp-
ture: an airy shimmer reminiscent of the rippling horizon of 
the water’s edge where ocean, sky, and sun weave together. 
In this way, Lattice is completed through interaction as this 
extraordinary visual effect does not exist in the artwork alone 
but is rather created within the live encounter between the 
sculpture and the viewer. This interactivity also ensures 
the piece’s vitality through time and repeat visits as Lattice 
changes with every moment of every viewing.

As the Lattice’s interaction unfurls in each viewer’s vision in 
time with their movements, visitors will join and diverge in 
their exploration of the piece, for example, coordinating their 
line of sight to see what the other person describes or mov-
ing separately into a new view. This event-like quality injects 
surprise and play into a routine visit and provides relief from 
potential anxiety.

The sculpture is composed of an interlocking lattice of 
precisely arranged mirrors, angled to reflect the sun, sky, 
ground, surrounding park, and the curious eyes of its view-
ers that come in for a look. Here, the heavens and Earth are 
woven together in a shimmering and complex pattern that 
may appear mirage-like from a distance, its constitutive log-
ic unfurling as the viewer moves closer to the piece. A solar 
aggregator, light will bounce between its panels to create a 
sparkling within it much like the sun moving on the Ocean 
or bouncing off the wings of a satellite. 

Concepts of Proposal Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Park Sculpture
At the trail intersection

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021

14
22



Park Sculpture
Near the soccer field and playground

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Park Sculpture
Walking up to the sculpture

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Park Sculpture
Under the sculpture

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Park Sculpture
Looking at a face square on

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Park Sculpture
Aerial view

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Park Sculpture
Aerial views showing the layout

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Park Sculpture
Views from far away

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Park Sculpture
Views up close

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Form Finding

Starting Cube

Trucated 
octahedron

Truncated octahedrons 
lattice formation 

Wire-frame 
of the lattice

Creating solids from the 
squares in the lattice

Rotating the cube, it becomes 
less recognizable

Final Form

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Community Engagement Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021We will bring light themed inflatables for an opening weekend 
event that will draw the community to the park.
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Materials
One unique part with a simple mechanism

Materials Proposal

• 1/8” 3003 Aluminum 
• Water Jet Cut and Sanded

• Chrome Plated
• All Connections Spot Welded

Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021

Rigging Strategy
The sculpture will be built as one solid piece, 
then lowered onto an anchored pole. 

All Inner Pieces Will Be Welded to Pole

Sculpture Built Around 4” Pole Will 
Sit Over 3.5” Anchored Pole

Lowered by Crane

3 Through Bolts Will Anchor 
the Sculpture

Pole with Sculpture Built on it
4” OD Aluminum

Pole and Base Bolted to Slab
3.5” OD S.S.

Poured Slab with 
Base Plate and Bolts

26
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Dimensions Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021

27
35



Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021

Derecktor Design

Buro Ehring Engineering

The Steel Yard

Bristol, RI
Derecktor Design takes a concept, engineers a solution, fab-
ricates a prototype and develops a manufacturing plan.

New York, NY
Light weight structures engineering firm. We’ve worked with 
them on numerous projects and they will make sure our pieces 
will be safe in high wind scenarios. 

Providence, Rhode Island
The Steel Yard is a non-profit industrial art center and shared 
studio located in Providence, RI. Their public projects depart-
ment fabricates functional, design-driven public-art for instal-
lation throughout Southeastern New England.

Contractor Partners

Buro Ehring engineering of a lattice
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category category

Development

Material

Material

Material

Fabrication

Installation

MaintenanceFabrication

Installation

InsuranceFabrication

Fabrication

Fabrication

Installation

Installation

Contingency

Installation

Installation

Installation

Installation

Installation

Artist Fee

Engineering

$2,800

$2,200

$600

$800

$5,000

$800

$400$1,100

$150

$700$3,300

$2,200

$600

$800

$1,200

$3,500

$800

$400

$200

$1,600

$400

$4,900

$1,750

Design, Prototyping, Development

1/8” 3003 Aluminum

Misc 20%

Base Pipe

Cutting

Cement

Sanding

Auger Rental

2%Chrome Plating

Welding

Crate

Crane Rental

Shipping

10%

Install Labor

Lodging

Per Diem

Contractor

Travel

14%

5%

description descriptionsubtotal subtotal

Total

 Development Subtotal

 Material Subtotal

 Fabrication Subtotal

 Installation Subtotal

$35,000

$2,800

$3,600

$9,400

$6,390

Budget
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Oct.Sept. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr.

Design Development

Contract

Prototyping and Details

Material Purchasing & Fabrication

Permitting

Installation

Documentation

Timeline Pneuhaus
Space Themed Park // Thornton 

Public Art  //   8-7-2021
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Thank You! 
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Call for
Public Art 
Sky Park Project 
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MISSION
This work will help build a diverse and engaging collection of public art that is personal to Thornton and
informed by the community. The artwork will establish Thornton as an innovative and exciting destination-city;
engaged in contemporary conversations on art and culture.

The city of Thornton, in collaboration with the Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO), is
seeking to commission original public art. This project will commission 3D, site specific work that will have a
strong visual impact, engage visitors (specifically, youth), compliment the space-themed park, and push Thornton
into a contemporary setting.

Artists will be challenged to present work that utilizes materials that activates the piece and engages viewers.
Artists are encouraged to explore contemporary themes, and utilize interdisciplinary practices to meet the scope
of the project in addition to unique and exciting use of technology.

Cohesive designs that apply to the designated area(s).     

Dynamic use of color, composition and style elements that create a visual impact.   

Interdisciplinary practice with an emphasis on creative and innovative materials as well as technology.   

Experience in large scale fabrication and installation of landmark works. 

Holistic approach to place-making and (re)activation of a physical space.

Strong understanding of contemporary art and its positive effect on public space and community

identity.

CALL FOR ARTISTS 

OBJECTIVES AND KEY THEMES
Prior to 2018, Thornton Public Art Collection pieces utilized similar materials (masonry and bronze). In 2020,
emphasis was put on contemporary design, viewer activation, and a piece’s relation to physical space. Successful
artists will challenge themselves to think creatively and "outside the box" in order to help diversify art in
Thornton through the use of contemporary design, materials, and technology. This is an opportunity to create
public art work that will not only spark conversations, but have a positive impact on all who visit this space.
Finalists are encouraged to think critically and provide well-researched proposals/designs that meet the scope of
the project in addition to the following:

ABOUT THE LOCATION 
This project is part of the council-approved, 5-year public art plan and has been assigned to Ward 1.

This piece will be installed at a new park located at 88th Avenue and Santa Fe Drive. The newly constructed park
is outer space themed and includes solar system and atomic visual ques along with a new playground and soccer
field.

The working area is approximately 15-feet by 20-feet, with no height or weight restrictions. The surface is
crushed granite fines, not concrete. Additional foundational needs will need to come out of the project budget. 

Two trees are planted on the north side of the location, behind the boulder seating. These may impact project
who propose solar energy. Additional site plans are attached to this call.
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GUIDELINES 
The movement, safety and security of visitors is priority.
The work must be able to withstand a wide fluctuation in temperature and direct sunlight.
Materials used must be durable, and require little and/or easy maintenance.
Details and calculations for art will be needed if there are any connections to city infrastructure
(electricity).
Designs need to take into account additional external factors which may affect the condition of the
artwork in addition to other precautionary measures (e.g. direct sunlight, extremes of annual rain or
snowfall, temperature, air moisture or dryness, acidity of rainfall, flooding, wind, vibrations, air
pollutants, vehicular and/or pedestrian traffic; animal interaction with artwork – potential for nesting,
droppings, etc.; human interaction with artwork – touching, sitting, climbing, vandalism).
Award winner will be required to coordinate installation activities with city of Thornton staff.
Award winner will be required to provide detailed records, guidelines, and procedures to assist staff
with future maintenance and repair. 
Design cannot contain business promotions or advertisements.
Design cannot include any breach of intellectual property, brands, trademarks, or depictions of illegal
activities.
Artists do not need to include the city of Thornton logo in their design(s).
The design must be family-friendly.

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.
7.

8.
9.

10.
11.

ELIGIBILITY
The public art process is guided by transparency, inclusivity, and diversity. The public art subcommittee is
committed to creating space for underrepresented and diverse voices in creative industries. Artists and creative
teams committed to work around equity, diversity, and inclusion are strongly encouraged to apply for
consideration. 

The city of Thornton is an equal opportunity employer. The city reaffirms its commitment to comply with all
appropriate federal and state laws and regulations regarding nondiscrimination.

This is an national call; open to all artists, design teams, architectural firms, etc., age 18 and over, regardless
of race, sex, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender identity, age, military status, sexual orientation,
marital status, or disability. 

Preference will be given to those with a proven history of fabrication and installation that meet the project scope. 

City of Thornton employees are not eligible.

Understanding of the specialized needs and materials for durable, outdoor public art work.  

Understanding of the diversity and unique character that make the city of Thornton a special place to

live, work, and play.

BUDGET
The project budget is  $35,000,  which is inclusive of artist fees and  project  costs associated with fabrication,
transportation, shipping, installation, insurance, etc.   
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Final design
3D rendering and/or images of final piece within the physical space 
 Itemized budget, including insurance, travel, install, foundational, and contractor costs
Implementation/production schedule
Artist statement and project narrative
Materials list, including supplier information
Warranty information (if available)
Maintenance information, including procedures, timelines and future estimated city cost

Round 3: Design Presentations  (Four Hours)
Semifinalists will produce a well-researched and creative site-specific proposal that meets the needs of the project
in addition to the following:

Round 2: Semi Finalist Deliberation (Four Hours) 
The panel will meet to discuss top scores and advocate for their favorite applicants. Up to three semifinalists may
be identified for a project. Panel members will make a motion and approve semifinalists. Semifinalists will be
issued a modest honorarium to create a site-specific proposal. Artists will be invited to present their proposal to the
panel via Zoom. This gives the artist an opportunity to address any questions or concerns before the panel casts
their final votes.

Round 1: Portfolio Review (Four Hours)
The panel (consisting of project and community stakeholders) will review a portfolio of artists' recent work.
Applicants are encouraged to submit 5 – 10 pieces of work that highlight their diverse skills and experience. Artists
are not required to submit concept designs, but can choose to include them in this first review. Artist who do not
submit concepts for the site will not be penalized. 

REVIEW PROCESS AND AWARD APPROVAL 
This process will be split into several rounds:

This project is made possible through funding provided by the Adams County Open Space Sale Tax.    The Open
Space Sales Tax was approved by Adams County voters in 1999 as a 1/5 of one percent sales tax authorized
through 2006. In 2004, voters approved an increase to ¼ of one percent, or 25 cents on a $100 purchase, and
extended the sales tax through 2026.  Proceeds from the sales tax benefit parks, recreation, trails, and open space
projects countywide.

Artistic Quality 
Project Feasibility 
Community Activation/Engagement 
Project Goals 
Overall Presentation

Round 4: Final Deliberation (Two Hours)
Each panel member will complete a score card after each presentation. Presenters will be scored on the following
criteria:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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Please submit all materials on callforentry.org.
All timelines and budgets for this, and other public art projects are subject to change. These changes will
be determined  by Thornton City Council. City staff will communicate any changes or delays to applicants as the
information becomes available. 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS? 
Please contact Jesse Jimenez, Arts & Culture Coordinator, at jesse.jimenez@ThorntonCO.gov or  720-977-5881.

3 - 10  images of  your  work demonstrating your ability to meet the scope of this project

Written statement or video detailing your creative process, drive, and/or philosophy

Resume/CV with 2 -3 professional references

Estimated budget outline or estimated project costs (optional)

Rough sketches or concept ideas for project (optional)

Submissions must include the following:

TIMELINE  
Below are important 2021 project dates. Staff will communicate any changes to applicants via email as needed.

Open Call: March 1 - April 5
Round One: April 6 -12 
Round Two: April 22 
Round Three & Four: June 3 
TASHCO Approval: September 2021  
Council Approval: 2021 
Contracts and Agreements: 30 - 60 days 

Incomplete and/or submissions that do not meet the scope of this project will not be accepted. Please ensure you
have read all submission guidelines carefully before applying.

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
By submitting your materials in response to this project RFQ/RFP, you are agreeing to abide by all terms and conditions
imposed by Weststaf for use of CAFÉ (callforentry.org). You agree to indemnify and hold harmless the City of Thornton
for any claim, cause of action, lawsuit and/or damages related to your use of CAFÉ for this RFQ/RFP.

Round 5: Council Recommendation and Final Approval 
Once a finalist has been identified, the recommendation process will begin. A recommendation will be presented
to the TASHCO board for approval. If approved, TASHCO will then present the recommendation to Thornton City
Council. Council  may request additional information to support the public art recommendation at that time or
approve the award. No project is officially awarded without final approval from Thornton City Council. 

Upon final approval from Thornton City Council, the award-winner will then begin to enter into contracts and
purchasing agreements with the city of Thornton.

The commissioned piece will have a final project deadline of December 31, 2022.
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Fall 2020
88th Ave. & Santa Fe Dr. Park
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PLANNING SESSION COMMUNICATION 
Meeting Date:  

January 4, 2022 
Agenda Item: 

 
Agenda Location:  

N/A 
Goal(s): 

 

Legal Review: 

N/A 
 
 ___ 1st Reading 
 ___ 2nd Reading 

Subject:  Review of the City’s Draft 2022 State Legislative Priorities 

Recommended by: Robb Kolstad RK Approved by: Kevin S. Woods 
 
Ordinance previously 
introduced by:  
 

____________________ Presenter(s):  Jon Whiting, Senior Management Analyst 
Amber Valdez, City Lobbyist 

    
 
SYNOPSIS:  
 
The 2022 State Legislative Priorities identifies the legislative issues of interest to the City within broad 
public policy areas. The Priorities sets forth the City Council’s policy position in these areas in order to 
provide guidance in reviewing and analyzing bills that have an impact on the City’s interests. The policy 
areas include: Home Rule & Local Control, Transportation, Water Supply & Quality, Public Safety, 
Housing, Education and the 2019 Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Pandemic Relief/Recovery.  
 
The 2022 Session is scheduled to convene on January 12, 2022.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends Alternative No. 1, bring forward a resolution, at the January 11, 2022 Council 
meeting, that approves the 2022 State Legislative Priorities in order to provide general direction to the 
City’s Lobbyist, City staff, and legislators representing the City during the 2022 Legislative Session.  
 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS:   
 
The Budget includes $30,000/year to contract with the City Lobbyist. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
1. Bring forward a resolution, at the January 11, 2022 Council meeting, that approves the 2022 State 

Legislative Priorities in order to provide general direction to the City’s Lobbyist, City staff, and 
legislators representing the City during the 2022 Legislative Session.  

2. Do not bring forward a resolution and instead rely on the Colorado Municipal League to represent 
the City’s legislative interests as it relates to municipal issues and to rely on the Water Congress to 
represent the City’s legislative interests as it relates to water-related issues (water rights, water 
quality, etc.).   

 
BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY):  (includes previous City Council action) 
 
On January 26, 2021, Council approved a resolution adopting the 2021 State Legislative Priorities.  



 

R E S O L U T I O N 
 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CITY’S 2022 STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES. 
 
 WHEREAS, during the 2022 Colorado Legislative Session, the City Council desires 
to provide input to the Senators and Representatives who represent the City’s constituents 
pertaining to the development of laws that will have a significant effect on the City’s ability 
to provide a wide variety of services to its constituents as authorized through its Charter; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the 2022 Legislative Priorities is the document that sets forth the City 
Council’s policy position on broad public policy areas that are of concern to the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, proposed legislation in these policy areas will be reviewed in concert 
with the positions identified in the 2022 Legislative Priorities; and  
 
 WHEREAS, during the 2022 Legislative Session, proposed legislation in other areas 
of concern to the City will be monitored and reviewed with City Council when appropriate; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, it is the intent of the City Council to take positions of support or 
opposition to proposed legislation impacting the City and lobby the legislature based on 
these positions. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
THORNTON, COLORADO, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. That the City’s 2022 Legislative Priorities as set forth in Exhibit A attached 
hereto and incorporated herein are hereby approved. 

2. That by adopting the 2022 Legislative Priorities, City Council may support or 
oppose proposed legislation consistent with these positions and direct staff 
and/or consultants to lobby on their behalf.    

 PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Thornton, Colorado, on   , 2022. 
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 CITY OF THORNTON, COLORADO 
 
 
 
   
 Jan Kulmann, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
  
Kristen N. Rosenbaum, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXHIBIT A 
 

CITY OF THORNTON 
2022 STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

 
Home Rule and Local Control 

 
The citizens of the City of Thornton adopted the Home Rule Charter in 1967, which establishes 
the power of local self-government to the City pursuant to the Constitution of the State of 
Colorado.  As such, Thornton has the responsibility and authority to adopt rules and regulations 
that govern the operation of this community in the interest of its citizens.   
 
Policy Positions:  
 

• Oppose efforts to diminish municipal Home Rule powers.  
 

• Oppose unfunded mandates at the local level. 
 

• Oppose any legislation that reduces the City’s ability to successfully develop or redevelop 
Thornton, such as new restrictions on the use of tax increment financing. 
 

• Oppose criminal justice or education related legislation that will have a detrimental impact 
on municipal court services.  

 
Transportation 

 
A reliable multimodal transportation network is necessary to enhance the economic vitality of the 
community and to improve the quality of life for City of Thornton residents.  
 
Policy Positions: 
 

• Support the concept that safety is the first and highest priority in allocating State 
transportation funds from either the State General Fund or the Colorado Department of 
Transportation dedicated funds. 
 

• Support State maintenance of State roads and highways; do not shift the burden of 
maintaining the roads to local governments without an appropriate level of compensation.  
 

• Support the concept that interstate highways are not the same as State highways.  
Construction and maintenance, including streetlights, should use 100% State funds.  
  

• Oppose any legislative attempts to repeal or mitigate existing State transportation 
infrastructure funding.   
 

• Oppose any legislative attempt to repeal the Funding Advancements for Surface 
Transportation and Economic Recovery Act of 2009 (FASTER). 
 

• Support the concept that higher frequency transit, higher geographical transit service 
coverage, improved bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and improved capacity help reduce 
greenhouse gases and other transportation generated pollutants. 
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• Support the concept that all residents and businesses currently shouldering taxation for the 
Regional Transportation District (RTD) receive all associated services and the full, 
promised benefit of the completion of the entire system.  

  
• Support the concept that if RTD refuses to provide adequate service to an area, that 

Bustang or others may provide transit service with RTD providing, at no cost, connection 
points/bays with the RTD system. 
 

• Support legislation that improves RTD’s transparency, public input, and accountability. 
 

• Support the concept that State transit funds must be equally distributed in the metro area. 
 

Water Supply & Quality 
 
Thornton has been responsible and proactive in developing its water supply over many decades.  
The region faces significant water supply challenges now and in the future, and water suppliers 
need more tools, not more hurdles, to help meet those challenges. In order to continue to provide 
safe, high quality water to customers, the City needs to protect the quality of its water supplies.   

 
Policy Positions:  
 

• Support measures to facilitate efficient and streamlined local permitting processes for water 
projects. 

 
• Oppose the expansion of established rules or adding new restrictions pertaining to the 

development and transfer of water supplies, including the transfer of water between basins. 
 

• Support measures to facilitate the goals and implementation of Colorado’s Water Plan. 
 

• Support providing tools that allow for sharing of water supplies among water rights owners 
for multiple uses, including, but not limited to, municipal, agricultural, and environmental 
uses.  

 
• Oppose measures that reduce water quality standards for dischargers.  

 
• Support measures that provide flexibility in the regulatory framework to allow for more cost 

effective water quality improvements using collaborative local approaches. 
 

Public Safety 
 
The City is committed to supporting the long-term health, safety and success of Thornton’s public 
safety personnel to and desire to engage in public regarding legislation that would impact the 
operations of the City’s public safety departments.   
 
Policy Positions: 
 

• Oppose State mandates that do not also provide the corresponding long-term funding 
necessary to enact and maintain the goals of the new mandates.  
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• Oppose legislative efforts that seek to restrict local control of law enforcement.  

 
• Support legislation and funding to reduce and prevent gun violence, crime, drug use, and 

gang violence, and to promote public outreach and community engagement programs. 
 

• Support legislation and funding to improve fire suppression and prevention, hazardous 
materials mitigation, rescue emergency medical services, health and safety, and disaster 
and emergency preparedness. 
 

• Support legislation and funding that addresses mental health and homelessness issues. 
 

• Support funding for direct services for public safety departments and individuals to 
promote first responder mental health wellness.  

 
Housing  

 
The City recognizes that the affordability and availability of housing is vital to a diverse and vibrant 
community.  
 
Policy Positions: 
 

• Support legislative efforts to increase the tools available to provide affordable, owner-
occupied, and multifamily housing consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 
 

• Support legislative efforts that allocate more resources to assist income-eligible first-time 
homebuyers. 
 

• Support measures to increase State funding and incentives to produce and preserve  low- 
to moderate-income affordable housing for residents earning at or below 80% of the Area 
Median Income (AMI), as well as supporting measures to increase State funding for 
attainable workforce housing for residents earning up to 120% of the AMI.  
  

• Support legislative efforts that allocate resources to homelessness prevention and 
diversion, including emergency mortgage/rent and utility assistance, foreclosure/eviction 
prevention, transitional housing, legal and educational services, and housing support for 
victims of domestic violence. 
  

• Support the allocation of resources to residents who are typically excluded from other 
assistance-based programs, such as undocumented residents.  

 
• Support legislative efforts to reduce or eliminate processing/acquisition fees for vital 

documents acquired for homeless individuals, such as birth certificates, educational 
transcripts, and driver licenses.  
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Education 

 
The City recognizes that policies that strive for appropriate funding for schools and equitable 
outcomes for students are essential for the long-term success of Colorado youths.  
 
Policy Positions: 
 

• Support legislation to enhance youth after school programs and summer programs.  
 

• Support legislation efforts that seek to address the many COVID-19 related complications 
school districts are currently confronting.   
 

• Support legislation that provides stable, adequate and equitable funding to all Colorado 
school districts and that seeks to close the gaps experienced by historically underserved 
students.  
 

• Support legislative efforts that recognize the need and provide funding for more mental 
health support for students, teachers, and staff.   

 
2019 Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Pandemic Relief/Recovery  

 
The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the City of Thornton community at virtually every level. 
The State of Colorado received Federal funding for COVID-19 relief/recovery efforts and the City 
supports legislation that allocates these funds to those who are in most need of direct support.  
 
Policy Positions:  

• Support legislative efforts that would provide assistance to residents, businesses, non-
profits, and municipalities that have been impacted by the COVID-19 virus.  
  

• Support legislative efforts that would provide resources to municipalities administering 
COVID-19 testing and vaccines.  

 



2022 State Legislative Priorities
January 4, 2022

Agenda
1. Purpose
2. Background
3. Schedule / Focus Areas  
4. City of Thornton State Legislative Priorities 
5. Conclusion

Purpose
To provide Council with an overview of the 2022 General
Assembly and seek Council’s input/support to move
forward with the 2022 City of Thornton State Legislative
Priorities.



Background 
Historically, Council adopts a set of State Legislative Priorities
in order to provide general direction to the City’s Lobbyist, City
staff, and legislators representing the City during the
Legislative Session.

Schedule / Focus Areas  
• 2022 General Assembly schedule
• Legislative focus areas during this year’s session



City of Thornton
Recommended State Legislative 

Priorities 

1. Home Rule and Local Control
2. Transportation
3. Water Supply & Quality
4. Public Safety
5. Housing
6. Education
7. COVID-19 Relief / Recovery



Conclusion 
• Staff is seeking Council’s input/support to

move forward with the 2022 City of Thornton
State Legislative Priorities.

• Bring forward a resolution, at the January 11,
2022 Council meeting, formally adopting the
2022 State Legislative Priorities.



PLANNING SESSION COMMUNICATION 
Meeting Date:  

January 4, 2022 
Agenda Item: 

 
Agenda Location:  

N/A 
Goal(s): 

 

Legal Review: 

N/A 
 
 ___ 1st Reading 
 ___ 2nd Reading 

Subject:  Discussion Regarding Amending Section 54-303 of the City Code Related to Compensation 
for Holiday Pay 
Recommended by: Chris Molison  Approved by: Kevin S. Woods 
 
Presenter(s): Stephen Kelley, Deputy Fire Chief 

Tricia Hinton-Potter, Human Resources Director 
 

 
Ordinance previously 
introduced by:  
 

____________________ 

 
SYNOPSIS:  
 
Human Resources, in conjunction with the Fire Department, is recommending revising language to 
Section 54-303 of the City Code to allow for non-union employees assigned to a 56-hour per week 
schedule to be eligible to receive holiday pay in a lump sum for those holidays accrued but not used. 
In addition, there are other administrative changes within the section that are being recommended to 
reflect current practice. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends Alternative No. 1, direct staff to bring forward an ordinance, at the January 11, 2022 
Council meeting, amending Chapter 54 of the City Code related to compensation for holiday pay. 
 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS:   
 
None. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
1. Direct staff to bring forward an ordinance, at the January 11, 2022 Council meeting, amending 

Chapter 54 of the City Code related to compensation for holiday pay. 
2. Do not direct staff to bring forward an ordinance amending Chapter 54 of the City Code at this time. 

 
BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY):  (includes previous City Council action) 
 
Prior to 2019, Section 54-303 of the City Code allowed non-union employees assigned to a 56-hour 
per week schedule to be eligible to be paid holiday pay in a lump sum for those holidays accrued but 
not used. In 2018, as part of several other changes to Chapter 54 of the City Code, language was 
added to discontinue this practice as it was viewed as an additional cost and administrative expense to 
the City that seldom was applied. With the implementation of the change in language it was realized 
the 2018 revisions negatively impacted the Fire Department, which is the only department with non-
union employees assigned to a 56-hour per week schedule, due to the operation and service they 
provide to residents. 
 
Human Resources and the Fire Department have determined it is in the best interest of the City to allow 
for this lump sum to be paid as it was previously for this specific group of employees. This change will 
be effective for 2021. 
 



City Code Amendment
Personnel Code, Chapter 54

Section 54-303
Compensation for Working Holidays

City Council Planning Session
01/04/2022



Purpose
• Provide an overview of recommended changes to 

Section 54-303, Compensation for Working 
Holidays

Agenda
• History
• Summary of Changes
• Recommendation



History
(54-303, subsection 3)

• Effective January 2019, as part of several other changes 
to Chapter 54, language was modified to discontinue the 
practice of paying holiday pay that was accrued but 
unused

• At this time, it has been identified the language change 
impacted the Fire Department in a negative manner in 
terms of scheduling these days off and impacting 
overtime staffing model



Summary of Changes

• Subsection C
– Allows employees assigned to a 56-hour per week schedule to be 

eligible for a lump sum payout at the end of the year for official city 
holidays accrued but not used

• Subsection E
– Removes language authorizing employees working on a Saturday or 

Sunday to elect when they observe the holiday and applies holidays 
falling on a weekend similarly to those employees not working on the 
holiday

• Subsections A and B
– Updates language to align with current practice regarding compensation 

for holiday pay for Regular non-exempt employees vs Regular exempt 
employees



Recommendation

• Provide direction to staff to bring Ordinance change 
forward at an upcoming Council meeting
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