
CITY OF THORNTON 
CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE 
 

10/5/21 

 
UPDATED 

A G E N D A 
Planning Session 

https://thorntonco.zoom.us/j/81211409142 
October 5, 2021 

5:45 p.m. 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER, REVIEW OF AGENDA, AND STAFF COMMENTS 
 
 

II.  BRIEFINGS 
 

A. Administration of Oath of Office for Tami Yellico (Estimated 15 Minutes) 
 

B. A Discussion of Council Logistics and Participation (Estimated 15 Minutes) 
 

C. Public Art Recommendation for Thomas J. Slocum Memorial Skatepark (Estimated 
15 Minutes) 
 

D. Public Art Recommendation for Carpenter Recreation Center Peace Wall 
(Estimated 15 Minutes) 

 
E. Discussion Regarding Payment in lieu of Cost of Living Adjustment for First Twelve 

Pay Periods of 2021 (Estimated 15 Minutes) 
 

 
 

https://thorntonco.zoom.us/j/81211409142


 Planning Session 
Agenda Summary 
October 5, 2021 

 
 
BRIEFINGS: 
 
 
A. Administration of Oath of Office for Tami Yellico  

- Kristen Rosenbaum, City Clerk 
 
B. A Discussion of Council Logistics and Participation  
 
 
C. Public Art Recommendation for Thomas J. Slocum Memorial Skatepark  

- Chris Steinke, Interim Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Programs   
 
The Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO), TASHCO Public Art 
Subcommittee, and Volunteers of the Skatepark Art Panel will provide a 
recommendation to Council for a custom-designed art mural to be installed outdoors 
on one wall of the redesigned Thomas J. Slocum Memorial Skatepark located at 2141 
East 95th Avenue next to the Thornton Community Center. TASHCO will request 
Council’s review and approval of this public art proposal. 

 
D. Public Art Recommendation for Carpenter Recreation Center Peace Wall  

- Chris Steinke, Interim Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Programs 
 
The Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO), TASHCO Public Art 
Subcommittee, and Volunteers of the Peace Wall Art Panel will provide 
recommendations to Council for a custom-designed art piece to be installed outdoors 
on an existing wall structure located east of the Carpenter Recreation Center (CRC) 
parking lot at 11151 Colorado Boulevard. TASHCO will request Council’s review and 
approval of this public art proposal. 
 

E. Discussion Regarding Payment in lieu of Cost of Living Adjustment for First Twelve 
Pay Periods of 2021  
- Robb Kolstad, Assistant City Manager 
 
Staff will discuss the recommendation to provide a one-time payment to general 
employees to cover the lack of cost of living adjustment in the first twelve pay periods 
of 2021. 

 
 

 



PLANNING SESSION COMMUNICATION 
Meeting Date:  

October 5, 2021 
Agenda Item: Agenda Location: 

N/A 
Goal(s): Legal Review: 

N/A  1st Reading 
 2nd Reading 

Subject:  Public Art Recommendation for Thomas J. Slocum Memorial Skatepark 

Recommended by: Chris Steinke Approved by: Kevin S. Woods  Ordinance previously 
introduced by:  

Presenter(s):  Stephanie Ortiz, TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee Chair 
         Alisa Zimmerman, Arts and Culture Manager 

     Jesse Jimenez, Arts and Culture Coordinator 

SYNOPSIS: 

The Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO), TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee, 
and Volunteers of the Skatepark Art Panel will provide a recommendation to Council for a custom-
designed art mural to be installed outdoors on one wall of the redesigned Thomas J. Slocum Memorial 
Skatepark located at 2141 East 95th Avenue next to the Thornton Community Center. TASHCO will 
request Council’s review and approval of this public art proposal. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends Alternative No. 1, approve the recommendation for a custom-designed art mural on 
one wall of the new Thomas J. Slocum Memorial Skatepark next to the Thornton Community Center. 

BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS:  

The Thomas J. Slocum Memorial Skatepark public art budget is $15,000 with $11,500 applied to artist 
fees and project costs associated with fabrication, transportation, shipping, installation, and insurance, 
and the remaining $3,500 applied to public information signage, design stipends, and project marketing 
costs. These expenses will be paid in full through funding provided by the Adams County (ADCO) Open 
Space Sales Tax as approved by Council for the 2021 Capital Project Budget. 

Staff from Arts and Culture, Open Space Capital Projects, Parks, and Recreation will assist with the 
acquisition, placement, and maintenance of this new art piece as required at the skatepark. 

ALTERNATIVES: 

1. Approve the recommendation for a custom-designed outdoor art mural on one wall of the new
Thomas J. Slocum Memorial Skatepark next to the Thornton Community Center.

2. Do not approve the recommendation for a custom-designed outdoor art mural on one wall of the
new Thomas J. Slocum Memorial Skatepark next to the Thornton Community Center.

BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY): (includes previous City Council action) 

Thomas J. Slocum Memorial Skatepark Public Art Recommendation 

TASHCO, the TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee, and Volunteers of the Skatepark Art Panel 
recommend artist Ramiro Davaro-Comas, owner of Dripped on the Road in Valatie, New York, for the 
commission of a large-scale art mural to be installed at the redesigned Thomas J. Slocum Memorial 
Skatepark. This area is highly visible to pedestrians walking to and from the Thornton Community 
Center, the City Pool, nearby tennis courts, and Community Park. 
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PLANNING SESSION COMMUNICATION 
PAGE 2 
 
The subcommittee and panel conducted several searches to identify an artist with the skills and 
creativity to design a public art piece that would reflect the energy and activity of the space, as well as 
have a long-term impact on Thornton as a growing city which is reflected by the youth who primarily 
use this park. The subcommittee also conducted community outreach by surveying users of Thornton’s 
skateparks. Thirty visitors aged 8-30 years old were asked to select their favorite design with 97 percent 
selecting Davaro-Comas’ design for his use of color, contemporary aesthetics, and understanding the 
culture around skate boarding.  
 
The proposed art piece, entitled “Fun Times,” will be a 6-foot by 8-foot mural painted on one wall of the 
skatepark, depicting a colorful crowd of characters. The mural is intended to be busy and eye-catching 
to engage visitors at the skatepark and to draw more community members to explore the piece. It is 
intended to act as a fun backdrop for the redesigned skatepark, becoming a potential site for selfies 
and photos that will turn this new skatepark into a dynamic community space for Thornton youth. 
 
Mr. Davaro-Comas’ focus on community engagement and outreach to cultivate buy-in from residents 
and more support for public art in Thornton was a key factor in being recommended as a finalist. To 
support community involvement, the artist will host a “painting party” open to any resident who is 
interested in helping paint the mural. The artist will map out colors in a “paint by numbers” fashion with 
community members assigned one of eight colors to paint on the mural. The artist will also use an air 
purifying paint called SMOG Armor which contains Zeolites that capture carbon, organic compounds, 
and other volatile elements. The mural will help clean the air for three to five years and give the 
community a hands-on example of how to create public art while protecting the environment. 
 
The Thomas J. Slocum Memorial Skatepark was constructed in 2001 and named in memory of 
Thornton resident, Marine Lance Cpl. Thomas J. Slocum, who died in 2003 while serving in the Iraq 
War. After nearly 20 years of use, the skatepark needed upgrades which Council supported by 
allocating funding in 2019 for a new skatepark to replace the existing one. The new 22,000 square-foot 
facility, designed by TEAM PAIN Skatepark Design and Construction, will be one of a kind and is 
currently scheduled to open to the public in late 2021. 
 
This art piece is scheduled to be installed in 2022. However, final award and agreements will need to 
be completed by December 31, 2021. This will allow enough time to finalize designs and meet Mr. 
Davaro-Comas’ production and implementation schedule. Please see the attached report for more 
details on the subcommittee’s public art review process for this project. 



Public Art Recommendation: 
Thomas J. Slocum Memorial

Skate Park Mural 
Purpose:
Discuss the review process for public art 
recommendation. 

Agenda:
• Review Process
• Questions



Project History

• In 2020, the TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee was tasked with identifying an artist to 
create a mural for the updated Thomas J. Slocum Memorial Skate Park. 

• This art will help keep the new facility vibrant and (re)activate the space to support the 
mission and vision of the Parks, Recreation and Community Programs Department in 
addition to the subcommittee’s mission. 

• The art project has a total budget of $15,000, $11,500 of which will be applied to artist 
fees and project costs with the remaining $3,500 budgeted for design stipends, 
signage and RFQ costs.

• This project is made possible through funding from the Adams County Open Space 
Sales Tax Grant.



Project Location 
The mural will be installed outdoors on one of the many 
available walls of the new facility. The working area is 
roughly 6-feet by 8-feet. 



Project Review Process

The review process consisted of four rounds: preliminary online reviews to qualify applicants
(skill, creativity, experience, ability to meet project scope), deliberation to identify three
semifinalists, design presentations by semifinalists, and final deliberation. Semifinalist Ramiro
Davaro-Comas received positive feedback from the panel in addition to receiving 100
percent of the majority vote.

The 2020 RFQ received a total of 59 applicants; 15 (27%) were Colorado-based artists.
Several Colorado-based artists received qualifying scores and one was selected as a
semifinalist.



Public Art Recommendation 
The Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO),
TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee, and the Volunteers of the Skate
Park Art Panel would like to recommend Argentine-American artist,
Ramiro Davaro-Comas, owner of Dripped on the Road in Valatie, New
York, for the commission of a large-scale mural piece at the Thomas J.
Slocum Memorial Skate Park.

New Bedford Creative, 2020
New Bedford, MA

Untitled, 2020
Amherst, MA

Key Factors:
• High scores
• 100% majority vote
• 97% of additional 

resident/skate park 
user support.  



Proposed Public Art Pieces 
Key Points:
• Meant to be visually 

engaging and serve as a 
backdrop for the facility.

• Emphasis on youth and 
visual cues that resonate 
with skate park users.

• Offers opportunity for 
community involvement 
through “paint party” allowing 
residents/visitors to assist in 
painting the mural.

• Created using air-purifying 
paint to improve air quality.



TASHCO requests Council’s 
review and approval of this 

public art proposal.



SKATE PARK 
PUBLIC ART
RECOMMENDATION
REPORT
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The Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO), TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee, and the
Volunteers of the Skate Park Public Art Panel would like to recommend, Ramiro Davaro-Comas, creator and
director of Dripped on the Road and artist from Upstate New York, for the commission of a large-scale public art
mural. The piece will be installed at the new skate park located next to the Community Center.
The final piece will be a 6-foot by 8-foot mural depicting a colorful crowd of characters. The mural is intended to
be busy and eye-catching in order to engage the visitors of the park and draw more community members to the
piece.  

SUMMARY 

After several rounds of scoring and deliberation, the panel identified Davaro-Comas as the artist with the
creativity, vision, and community commitment to meet the scope of this project in addition to supporting the
Public Art Subcommittee's mission statement.

Davaro-Comas received a unanimous vote from the panel and presented a thorough and creative proposal,
which emphasized community engagement and outreach as a way to cultivate buy-in from residents and more
support for public art in Thornton. 

The work presented by Davaro-Comas entitled, Fun Times, is intended to act as a backdrop for the skate park. It
will be a site intended for selfies and photos that turn this new skate park into a dynamic community space. The
artist presented a design that considered not only the energy and activity of the space, but the work’s long-term
impact on Thornton as a growing city and the youth that primarily use this park. 

In order to support community involvement, the artist will host a “painting party”. This party will allow any
resident who is interested in assisting with the painting of the mural. In order to facilitate this process, the artist
will map out colors in a “Paint by Numbers” fashion. Community members will be assigned one of eight colors
that they can paint onto the mural. In order to ensure the materials used are safe for the public and environment,
the artist will be using an air purifying paint called SMOG Armor. This product contains Zeolites which capture
carbon, organic compounds, and order. The mural itself will help to clean the air for three to five years. The artist
believes that painting this mural with air purisfying paint allows open the conversation for sustainable art,
education, and gives the community a hands -on example of how to create public art while remaining stewards
for the environment.

The TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee continued their community outreach efforts by surveying users of
Thornton’s skate parks. 30 visitors, aging from 8-30 were asked to select their favorite design. 97 percent of
visitor’s selected Davaro-Comas’ design for his use of color, contemporary aesthetics, and understanding the
culture around skate boarding. 

A copy of Davaro-Comas' design proposal is attached to this report. 

JUSTIFICATION 

RECOMMENDATION REPORT 
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The Thomas J. Slocum Memorial Skatepark was constructed in 2001, and named in memorial to Thornton
resident, Marine Lance Cpl. Thomas J. Slocum. Slocum died while serving in the Iraq War in 2003. 

After nearly 20 years, the skatepark was in need of upgrades. In 2019, city council allocated funding for a new
skatepark to replace the existing facility.  The new 22,000 square foot facility, designed by TEAM PAIN will be on
one of a kind. Currently, the project is on-track to be open to the pubic before the end of 2021. 

In an effort to keep this new facility vibrant and inviting, the TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee was tasked with
identifying an artist or artist group to help (re)activate this community space through the incorporation of public
art.
 

PROJECT HISTORY 

The public art process is guided by transparency, inclusivity, and diversity. The public art subcommittee is
committed to creating space for underrepresented and diverse voices in creative industries. Artists and creative
teams committed to work around equity, diversity, and inclusion were strongly encouraged to apply for
consideration. 

This was a national call; open to all artists, design teams, architectural firms, etc., age 18 and over, regardless
of race, sex, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender identity, age, military status, sexual orientation,
marital status, or disability. 

ELIGIBILITY

The total project budget is $15,000; $11,500 of the funds are inclusive of artist fees and project costs associated
with fabrication, transportation, shipping, installation, insurance, etc. The remaining amount will be applied to
public information, design stipends, and project marketing costs. Costs for this project will be deducted from the 
581308.8550.3000 budget. This budget number is associated with all costs pertaining to public art funding by
Adams County Open Space Sales Tax.  

 This project is made possible through funding provided by the Adams County Open Space Sale Tax. The Open
Space Sales Tax was approved by Adams County voters in 1999 as a 1/5 of one percent sales tax authorized
through 2006. In 2004, voters approved an increase to ¼ of one percent, or 25 cents on a $100 purchase, and
extended the sales tax through 2026. Proceeds from the sales tax benefit parks, recreation, trails, and open space
projects countywide.

PROJECT BUDGET BREAKDOWN

The work will help build a diverse and engaging collection of public art that is personal to Thornton and
informed by the community. The artwork will establish Thornton as an innovative and exciting destination-city;
engaged in contemporary conversations on art and culture.

PROJECT MISSION

The piece will be installed outdoors, at the newly updated Thomas J. Slocum Memorial Skatpark located at
Community Park. 

PROJECT LOCATION
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National
73.3%

Local 
26.7%

Plaques/Signs $1,000Public  information

$15,000TOTAL

The RFQ received a total of 59 applicants. Out of the 59 applicants, 15 were Colorado-based artists. Six Colorado-
based artists managed to  receive qualifying scores. 

REVIEW PROCESS

Project Applicants

The review process was split into four rounds:

Each applicant was scored based on their overall body of work, skill, creativity, and ability to meet the scope of
the project. Each applicant was scored on a scale of 1 to 7. Applicants who received a qualifying score moved on to
Round 2. Panel members reviewed and scored 473 images and 16 videos of artist work. This review was
completed on April 12, 2021.

ROUND 1 : PRELIMINARY ONLINE REVIEW (FOUR HOURS)

Stipend

Art Work(s)

DETAIL AMOUNT

All fabrication/artist costs $11,500

$1,500

COST ITEM 

Finalist(s) design stipends  ($500 ea.)

Misc. Costs RFQ posting/marketing $1,000

Out of 59 applicants, 22 received qualifying scores and moved on to the second round. Panel members met via
Zoom Thursday, May 27, 2021 to review the list of candidates and discuss scores.  The group was tasked with
identifying up to three semifinalists who would be awarded a design stipend for the production of a sight-specific
proposal. Below are the results of the first round of online reviews:

ROUND 2: SEMI FINALIST DELIBERATION (FOUR HOURS)
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The panel discussed each of the artists listed above in addition to reviewing their portfolio of work and
comparing it to the scope and goals of the project. The panel decided that the selected artists needed to reflect
skate and youth culture in order to be relevant to the people who use the space. After some discussion, the panel
selected Ramiro Davaro-Comas. Davaro-Comas' worked showed an interesting aesthetic that the panel felt would
be engaging to youth.  Nicholas Danger and Daniel Crosier were both slected based on their portfolio and high
scores. Patrick Maxcy was considered. However, Maxcy had recently completed a mural at the City Pool facility
and the panel felt that it was in the city's best interest to continue to diversify the collection and not repeat
artists. 

The panel requested each artist be given feedback to ensure proposals include the strongest elements of each
candidate's work. 

huemuralsbykoda.com Fortville, IN 4.5Nekoda Witsken

William Louise 

Aaron Golbeck

Kay Luz

Ramiro Davaro-Comas

Daniel Barojas

Arnold Drake

LINK TO WORK HOME BASE 

drakearnold.com Citra, FL

ARTIST NAME AVERAGE SCORE 

5.0

r5imaging.com

N/A

N/A

bwarmath.wixsite.com

St. Petersburg, FL

Clearwater, FL 4.7

4.7

4.8

4.8

Beth Warmath 

Timothy Smith

N/A Breckenridge, CO

kayso.co Lawndale, CA

ramirostudios.com Brooklyn, NY 4.5

4.5

4.5

Eagle, Utah 

Orange, CA

Pheobe Joynt ramirostudios.com Austin, TX 4.3

Claudio Rico

Norm Foureva

Mike Graves

Matt Litwin 

Lindsey Millikan

remixuno.com

norm4eva.com

N/A

N/A

Brooklyn, NY

Omeha, NE

Denver, CO

Saint Paul, MN

San Francisco, CA

4.3

4.3

4.1

4.1

lindseymillikan.com

Boulder, CO

4.1

4.1Julia Williams thedesignosaur.com

Nicholas Danger nickmcpherson.com San Diego, CA 5.8

Patrick Maxcy

Daniel Crosier 

patrickmaxcyart.com

N/A

Arvada, CO

Aurora, CO

5.7

5.3
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Each semi finalists was issued a modest stipend to produce a site-specific design proposal in addition to the follow:
ROUND 3: DESIGN PRESENTATIONS (FOUR HOURS)

Final design 
 Itemized budget, including insurance, travel, install, foundational, and contractor costs
Implementation/production schedule
Artist statement and project narrative
Materials list, including supplier information
Warranty information (if available)
Maintenance information, including procedures, timelines and future estimated city cost

Proposals were due to Jesse Jimenez, Arts & Culture Coordinator on Monday, July 19, 2021. 

The panel met on Saturday, July 24, 2021 to review design proposals. All three artists  presented their designs to
the panel. Artists were given 30-minutes to present their proposal and an additional 15-minutes for questions
from the panel. 

Although members of the committee would normally fill out score cards for each semifinalists, the panel
members felt it more important to discuss each design proposal in order to touch on all points of the project and
ensure they meet the needs of the community. The group felt that is was important for this project to engage the
community and engage the broad ages of people who visit the skate park facilities. 

Ramiro Davaro-Comas  was quickly identified as the strongest candidate for the project. Panel members felt that
Davaro-Comas' proposal utilized a dynamic, contemporary design that engaged youth, while also delivering a a
community-driven piece. 

ROUND 4: FINAL DELIBERATION (TWO HOURS)

Davaro-Comas 
100%

Majority Vote
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After discussion, the members of the group cast a final vote. Davaro-Comas  received 100 percent of the majority
vote from the TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee and panel members. The group agreed to move forward with
Davaro-Comas. The design proposal was approved on Saturday, July 24, 2021 with the understanding that
updates would be made to any text to include Spanish. 

In total, the seven members of this project panel donated 98 hours to ensure this project was not only fair and
competitive, but met the needs of the Thornton community. Below are the names of the volunteers who donated
their time to work with TASHCO in this process:

REVIEW PANEL MEMBERS 

A recommendation will be presented to  the TASCHO board at the July 2021 meeting. If approved, the projectwill
move forward and seek final approval from Thornton City Council.

TASHCO APPROVAL

TBD
COUNCIL APPROVAL 

Planning and completion this project  is scheduled for 2022. Final award agreements will need to be completed by
December 2021. This will allow enough time to finalize designs and meet the artists' production and
implementation schedule.

TIMELINE 

WARD CITY CONNECTION DISCLOSURE FORM

Ward 1

Ward 2

Ward 3

Ward 4

TASHCO Member Boards & Commissions Standards

NAME 

TASHCO Member

TASHCO Member

TASHCO Member

TBD

Ward 4

Boards & Commissions Standards

Boards & Commissions Standards

Boards & Commissions Standards

Community Stakeholder

TASHCO Member Boards & Commissions Standards

Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form

Roberta Ayala 

Stephanie Ortiz

Frank Newton 

Mary Payne

Octavia Cordova 

Morgan Olsen

Ashley Bacon TBD Community Stakeholder Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form

8



Thornton, CO 
Skatepark
Submission 2021

By:
Ramiro 
Davaro-Comas
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“FUN TIMES MURAL”

The Fun Times mural takes all kinds of characters and puts them together as a colorful crowd of skate park fun timers. 
The mural is intended to be busy, so that it attracts community members to look at it for a while, exploring different 
parts of the painting and selecting their favorite characters and sections. This mural allows community members to  
create their own narratives about the characters and space, as well as a perfect backdrop for photos and selfies. 

****Some of the words and images in the mural are subject to change if the community feels that there are more  
appropriate words, sayings or characters that fit the mural better. 

I would like to use air purifying paint to paint this mural. I currently work with a company called SMOG Armor, which 
creates air purifying paint that cleans the air for 3-5 years. The paint contains Zeolites, which capture carbon, volatile 
organic compounds, odors, and is an incredibly good stable paint with great cover.
I believe that when artists create public art, sustainability should always be considered. Painting this mural with air puri-
fying paint allows for conversation, education and gives the community a hands on example on how to create public art 
while being a steward for the environment. 

In addition to painting the mural, I would also like to bring 100 copies of my skateboarding inspired childrens book, 
“Pushing Wood”, and give them away for free to the skate park community. 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:

I would like to host a paint party during the painting of this mural and invite community members, skate park goes and 
their families to join me in painting the mural. Because the wall is only 6 feet tall, this is very possible! 

HOW DOES IT WORK?

1- Paint parties are like “Paint by Numbers”.
2- I will have already outlined all of the characters on the wall, and assigned a number to each color.
3- I will also have set up a table with all 8 colors, each also assigned a number.
4- When the community members show up, they go to the wall and  choose a number that corresponds to a color. They 
will then come to the table and say “Color 8 please”,  and I will give them a small cup with the assigned paint.
5- Then they paint! (Usually for about 30-45 minutes).
6- After the paint parties are done, I will clean up the mural and make sure that all the correct areas are painted.
7- Finally, I will add all the black lines again that outline the characters and words.

WHY PAINT PARTIES:

- Paint parties create a sense of ownership over the wall.
- They serve as an educational opportunity for the community to learn and feel how a mural is created.
- Brings the community together to work on a shared goal, which in turn creates more community. 

**Images from Fresh Paint Springfield 
and Good Space Murals paint parties,
whom I recently worked with.
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BUDGET

Hotel (10 days) - $1500
Event Insurance - $200
Flights -  $1000 total - 500$ each. (I will bring my partner who is an art teacher to help with the paint parties). 
Books - $1000
Food - $600

MATERIALS  (also includes materials for the paint parties):

Concrete Sealer - LOXON - $160
Air purifying paint - $600 (8 gallons at 60$ each + shipping).
Aprons - $20 
Garbage Bags - $10 
Paint Rags - $10
Red Cups - $5
Stir Sticks - Free
Blue Tape - $10
Drop Cloths - $30
Table - Rental - $50
Chairs - Rental - $50
Scissors - $5
Gloves - $20
Paint Brushes - $100 
Organic All Natural Spray Cleaner - $8
Total Approximate Materials - $5378
Artist Fee- $5500

Total Approximate Budget - $10878                                                                                  Color Selection for Mural.

SCHEDULE (Schedule depends on how many people will show up to the paint party):

Day 1 - Arrive and pick up materials at the local hardware store.
Day 2 - Evening - Project the mural with the projector and trace all the black lines. 
Number each section with corresponding color number.
Day 3 - Paint party. After the paint party I will clean up and outline characters. 
Day 4 - Finish filling in each color section.
Day 5 - Outline all the characters.
Day 6 - Touch ups and final review.
Day 7 - Seal the mural.

PAYMENT SCHEDULE:

- 30% up Front to cover materials and travel costs.
- 70% at the completion of the mural. 

MAINTENANCE:

- Most murals if left untouched and sealed should last 8-12 years or more, depending on the weather and sunlight 
exposure. 
- I will keep each paint colors and number, so that if there is a few touch ups to do, I can easily find the colors and hire 
LikeMinded Art (two professional artists in Denver) to touch up the mural after the first two years. 
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FINAL DESIGN

Smog Armor paint uses the 
latest technology to create an 
air purifying paint that cleans 
the air.

You can find out more  
information here - 

www.smogrmor.com. 
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1 2

3 4

5 6

7 8

PAINT BY NUMBERS WITH THE COMMUNITY 

The above image shows how the first step would look like after projecting.
During the paint parties, each community member would go to the wall, choose a 
color they want to fill in, and I would give them that color paint in a small cup.
They would be able to fill each color in, according to their assigned number.

Mistakes??
NO PROBLEM!!

I have allotted time after the paint party to clean up any missed spots or mistakes. 

13



A Full color 40 page book of illustrations about the skateboarders that lurk 
around the world. From The “Gonz Circle Board” to “Skateboarding is not a 

Crime” all your skatepark friends are here! 
Exhibition and Book Launch in 2016 at The Cotton Candy Machine Gallery in 

Brooklyn-  8.5x8.5” - Soft Cover, Glossy - 40 Pages. 

PUSHING WOOD BOOK
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SKATE PARK
MURAL  
CALL FOR PUBLIC ART
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MISSION
This work will help build a diverse and engaging collection of public art that is personal to Thornton and
informed by the community. The artwork will establish Thornton as an innovative and exciting destination-city;
engaged in contemporary conversations on art and culture. 

The city of Thornton, in collaboration with the Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO), is
seeking to commission original public art. This project will commission a graffiti-style mural that will have a
strong visual impact, engage visitors (specifically, youth), and push Thornton into a contemporary setting. The
final design should include dynamic style elements and visual ques that speak to the community and add beauty
to inspire creativity and local pride. 

Artists will be challenged to explore contemporary materials, themes, and/or utilize interdisciplinary practices to
meet the scope of the project. This project encourages artists to go beyond the use of static imagery to weave a
dynamic, intersectional story of art, culture, and influence to inspire Thornton residents

CALL FOR ARTISTS 

SITE LOCATION & FOOTPRINT 
This project is part of the council-approved, 5-year public art plan and has been assigned to Ward 1.
This mural is part of a series of improvements being made to Thornton Community Park. This mural will be
placed within the newly constructed skate park located next to the Thomas J. Slocum Memorial Skatepark. The
new skate park will be designed by Team Pain.

The site is currently under construction. The semifinalists will be provided with site plans from Team Pain to
assist with design proposals. The wall that is being considered for the piece is approximately 6-feet tall by 8-feet
wide. 

Additional photos of the existing wall are attached to this call. 

OBJECTIVES AND KEY THEMES
Prior to 2018, Thornton Public Art Collection pieces utilized similar materials (masonry and bronze). In 2020,
emphasis was put on future-forward design, viewer engagement, and a piece’s relation to a physical space.
Successful artists will challenge themselves to think creatively and "outside the box" to diversify art in Thornton
through the use of contemporary design, materials, and technology.

This is an opportunity to create public art work that will not only spark conversations, but have a positive impact
on all who visit this space. Finalists are encouraged to think critically and provide well-researched
proposals/designs that meet the scope of the project in addition to the following:

16



ELIGIBILITY
The public art process is guided by transparency, inclusivity, and diversity. The public art subcommittee is
committed to creating space for underrepresented and diverse voices in creative industries. Artists and creative
teams committed to work around equity, diversity, and inclusion are strongly encouraged to apply for
consideration. 

The city of Thornton is an equal opportunity employer. The city reaffirms its commitment to comply with all
appropriate federal and state laws and regulations regarding nondiscrimination.

This is a national call; open to all artists, design teams, architectural firms, etc., age 18 and over, regardless of race,
sex, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender identity, age, military status, sexual orientation, marital status,
or disability.

City of Thornton employees are not eligible.

Cohesive  and forward-thinking design that applies to the designated area(s).     

Dynamic use of color, composition and style elements that create a visual impact.   

Interdisciplinary practice with an emphasis on creative and innovative materials as well as

technology.  

Experience in large scale fabrication and installation of landmark works. 

Holistic and nontraditional approach to place-making and (re)activation of a physical space.

Strong understanding of contemporary art and its positive effect on public space and community

identity.

Understanding of the specialized needs and materials for durable, outdoor public art work.  

Understanding and commitment to the diversity and unique character that make the city of

Thornton a special place to live, work, and play.

GUIDELINES 

The movement, safety and security of visitors is priority.
Materials used must be durable, and require little and/or easy maintenance.
Details and calculations for art will be needed if there are any connections to city infrastructure
(electricity).
Designs need to take into account additional external factors which may affect the condition of
the artwork in addition to other precautionary measures (e.g. direct sunlight, extremes of annual
rain or snowfall, temperature, air moisture or dryness, acidity of rainfall, flooding, wind,
vibrations, air pollutants, vehicular and/or pedestrian traffic; animal interaction with artwork –
potential for nesting, droppings, etc.; human interaction with artwork – touching, sitting,
climbing, vandalism).
Award winner will be required to coordinate installation activities with city of Thornton staff.
Award winner will be required to provide detailed records, guidelines, and procedures to assist 
 with future maintenance and repair. 
Design cannot contain business promotions or advertisements.

Applicants will ensure to meet the scope of this project in addition to the following:
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Final design
3D rendering and/or images of final piece within the physical space 
 Itemized budget, including insurance, travel, install, foundational, and contractor costs
Implementation/production schedule
Artist statement and project narrative
Materials list, including supplier information
Warranty information (if available)
Maintenance information, including procedures, timelines and future estimated city cost

Round 3: Design Presentations  (Four Hours)
Semifinalists will produce a well-researched and creative site-specific proposal that meets the needs of the project
in addition to the following:

Round 2: Semi Finalist Deliberation (Four Hours) 
The panel will meet to discuss top scores and advocate for their favorite applicants. Up to three semifinalists may
be identified for a project. Panel members will make a motion and approve semifinalists. Semifinalists will be
issued a modest honorarium to create a site-specific proposal. Artists will be invited to present their proposal to the
panel via Zoom. This gives the artist an opportunity to address any questions or concerns before the panel casts
their final votes.

Round 1: Portfolio Review (Four Hours)
The panel (consisting of project and community stakeholders) will review a portfolio of artists' recent work.
Applicants are encouraged to submit 5 – 10 pieces of work that highlight their diverse skills and experience. Artists
are not required to submit concept designs, but can choose to include them in this first review. Artist who do not
submit concepts for the site will not be penalized. 

REVIEW PROCESS AND AWARD APPROVAL 
This process will be split into several rounds:

BUDGET
The project budget is  $11,500,  which is inclusive of artist's fee, materials, fabrication and execution of work;
equipment rentals; licenses, permits, insurance etc.

This project is made possible through funding provided by the Adams County Open Space Sale Tax.    The Open
Space Sales Tax was approved by Adams County voters in 1999 as a 1/5 of one percent sales tax authorized
through 2006. In 2004, voters approved an increase to ¼ of one percent, or 25 cents on a $100 purchase, and
extended the sales tax through 2026. Proceeds from the sales tax benefit parks, recreation, trails, and open space
projects countywide.

Design cannot include any breach of intellectual property, brands, trademarks, or depictions of
illegal activities.
Artists do not need to include the city of Thornton logo in their design(s).
The design must be family-friendly.
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The commissioned piece will have a final project deadline of December 31, 2022. All timelines and budgets for this,
and other public art projects are subject to change. These changes will be determined  by Thornton City Council.
City staff will communicate any changes or delays to applicants as the information becomes available. 

TIMELINE  
Below are important 2021 project dates. Staff will communicate any changes to applicants via email as needed.

Open Call: May 1 - 8
Round One: May 13
Round Two:  July 5 
Round Three & Four: July 24 
TASHCO Approval: July 2021 
Council Approval: December 2021 
Contracts and Agreements: 30 - 60 days after approval  

Artistic Quality 
Project Feasibility 
Community Activation/Engagement 
Project Goals 
Overall Presentation

Round 4: Final Deliberation (Two Hours)
Each panel member will complete a score card after each presentation. Presenters will be scored on the following
criteria:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Round 5: Council Recommendation and Final Approval 
Once a finalist has been identified, the recommendation process will begin. A recommendation will be presented
to the TASHCO board for approval. If approved, TASHCO will then present the recommendation to Thornton City
Council. Council  may request additional information to support the public art recommendation at that time or
approve the award. No project is officially awarded without final approval from Thornton City Council. 

Upon final approval from Thornton City Council, the award-winner will then begin to enter into contracts and
purchasing agreements with the city of Thornton.

The commissioned piece will have a final project deadline of December 31, 2022.

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
By submitting your materials in response to this project RFQ/RFP, you are agreeing to abide by all terms and conditions
imposed by Weststaf for use of CAFÉ (callforentry.org). You agree to indemnify and hold harmless the City of Thornton
for any claim, cause of action, lawsuit and/or damages related to your use of CAFÉ for this RFQ/RFP.

Incomplete and/or submissions that do not meet the scope of this project will not be accepted. Please ensure you
have read all submission guidelines carefully before applying.
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Please submit all materials on callforentry.org.
 

Resume

5 - 10  images of  your  work demonstrating your ability to meet the scope of this project

Written statement or video detailing your creative process, drive, and/or philosophy

Resume/CV with 2 -3 professional references

Estimated budget outline or estimated project costs (optional)

Rough sketches or concept ideas for project (optional)

Submissions must include the following:

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS? 
Please contact Jesse Jimenez, Arts & Culture Coordinator, at jesse.jimenez@ThorntonCO.gov or  720-977-5881.
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PLANNING SESSION COMMUNICATION 
Meeting Date:  

October 5, 2021 
Agenda Item: Agenda Location: 

N/A 
Goal(s): Legal Review: 

N/A  1st Reading 
 2nd Reading 

Subject:  Public Art Recommendation for Carpenter Recreation Center Peace Wall 

Recommended by: Chris Steinke Approved by: Kevin S. Woods  Ordinance previously 
introduced by:  

Presenter(s):  Stephanie Ortiz, TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee Chair 
         Alisa Zimmerman, Arts and Culture Manager 

     Jesse Jimenez, Arts and Culture Coordinator 

SYNOPSIS: 

The Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO), TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee, 
and Volunteers of the Peace Wall Art Panel will provide recommendations to Council for a custom-
designed art piece to be installed outdoors on an existing wall structure located east of the Carpenter 
Recreation Center (CRC) parking lot at 11151 Colorado Boulevard. TASHCO will request Council’s 
review and approval of this public art proposal. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends Alternative No. 1, approve the recommendation for a custom-designed art piece to 
be placed outdoors to the east of the CRC parking lot.  

BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS:  

The total Peace Wall public art budget is $40,500 with $37,000 applied to artist fees and project costs 
associated with fabrication, transportation, shipping, installation, and insurance, and the remaining 
$3,500 applied to public information signage, design stipends, and project marketing costs. These 
expenses will be paid in full through funding provided by the Adams County (ADCO) Open Space Sales 
Tax as approved by Council for the 2021 Capital Project Budget. 

Staff from Arts and Culture, Open Space Capital Projects, Parks, and Recreation will assist with the 
acquisition, placement, and maintenance of this new art piece as required at the CRC. 

ALTERNATIVES: 

1. Approve the recommendation for a custom-designed outdoor art piece located east of the CRC.
2. Do not approve the recommendation for a custom-designed outdoor art piece located east of the

CRC.

BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY): (includes previous City Council action) 

CRC Public Art Recommendation 

TASHCO, the TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee, and the Volunteers of the Peace Wall Art Panel 
recommend artist Kemba Opio, creator of Kno Design, Austin, Texas, for her commission of a large-
scale public art piece to be installed outdoors on an existing wall structure east of the CRC parking lot. 
This area is highly visible to drivers, and pedestrians walking to and from the recreation facility and 
nearby park. The subcommittee and panel conducted several searches to identify an artist or artist 
group with the skills and creativity to fabricate a public art piece that could honor the spirit of the existing 
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PLANNING SESSION COMMUNICATION 
PAGE 2 
 
2003 Peace Wall, has a unique visual impact by reusing an existing structure, and could engage and 
celebrate Thornton’s increasingly diverse community. 
 
The proposed design, titled A Contemplation on Peace, consists of written text in several languages, 
plus figures and circular design cut outs made from stainless steel laser cut panels overlapping brightly 
colored, eco-based inorganic paint applied to the existing concrete wall. The panels will scale 4 feet in 
height by 24 feet in length on both sides of the curving wall. The artist designed this contemporary piece 
specifically for Thornton, using multilingual answers to the question, “What does peace mean to me,” 
to reflect the impact of peace on the human spirit and to create the interior body of the piece. The life-
sized figures incorporated into the art represent the viewer and continues to ask the same question of 
people passing by. The colorful circular designs on the panels add a fun element to the overall piece. 
 
Ms Opio drew inspiration from the existing Peace Wall created in 2003 in response to the September 
11 attacks. Youth were asked the same question then and painted their responses on ceramic tiles to 
unlock their imagination and use their creativity to heal from the trauma of this national tragedy. Due to 
Colorado’s extreme weather, these tiles have not held up well, increasingly cracking and falling off the 
cement wall. Those that can be salvaged will be cleaned and preserved in the city’s historic archives. 
Overall, the artist’s intent with the reimagined, contemporary wall design and new quotes about peace 
is to reflect the ongoing hopes and dreams of those who call Thornton home almost 20 years later. 
 
This art piece is scheduled to be installed in 2022. However, final award and agreements will need to 
be completed by December 31, 2021. This will allow enough time to finalize designs and meet Ms 
Opio’s production and implementation schedule. Please see the attached report for more details on the 
subcommittee’s public art review process for this project. 



Public Art Recommendation: 
Margaret Carpenter 
Recreation Center

Purpose:
Discuss the review process for public art 
recommendation. 

Agenda:
• Review Process
• Questions



Project History

• In 2020, the TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee was tasked with identifying an artist to 
design an updated piece to help with the deaccession of the 2003 Peace Wall. 

• This art will still touch on the original theme of the 2003 work while (re)activating the space 
and supporting the mission and vision of the Parks, Recreation and Community Programs 
Department in addition to the subcommittee’s mission. 

• The art project has a total budget of $40,500, $37,000 of which will be applied to artist fees 
and project costs with the remaining $3,500 budgeted for design stipends, signage and 
RFQ costs.

• This project is made possible through funds from the Adams County Open Space Sales 
Tax Grant.



Project Location 
The piece will be installed outdoors on the existing wall
structure located east of the Margaret Carpenter
Recreation Center parking lot. The working area is
approximately 4 feet high by 24 feet long on both sides.



Project Review Process

The review process consisted of four rounds: preliminary online reviews to qualify applicants
(skill, creativity, experience, ability to meet project scope), deliberation to identify three
semifinalists, design presentations by the semifinalists, and final deliberation. Semifinalist,
Kemba Opio, received the majority vote.

The 2020 RFQ received a total of 61 applicants; 16 (17.6%) were Colorado-based artists.
Only one Colorado-based artist received qualifying scores, but was not selected as a
semifinalist.



Public Art Recommendation 
The Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO),
TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee, and the Volunteers of the Peace
Wall Art Panel would like to recommend artist, Kemba Opio, creator of
Kno Design in Austin, Texas, for the commission of a large-scale
public art piece at the Margaret Carpenter Recreation Center.

Art Interrupted, 2016
Seattle, WA

Jackson Project, 2020
Seattle, WA

Key Factors:
• 75% majority vote
• Thoughtful use of 

design and existing 
space/structure 

• Promotes community 
diversity/dialogue.

• Honors original intent 
of the 2003 project.  



Proposed Public Art Pieces 
Key Points:
• Made of laser cut 

stainless steel panels 
and eco-friendly paint 
affixed to surface of 
existing clay wall. 

• Emphasizes diverse 
local community 
engagement and 
involvement.

• Text will be translated 
into several Thornton 
threshold languages.

• Existing tiles will be 
removed and 
preserved in the city’s  
historic archive.



TASHCO requests Council’s 
review and approval of this 

public art proposal.



P E A C E  W A L L :  R E I M A G I N E D  

Public Art
Recommendation
Report
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The Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO), TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee, and the
Volunteers of the Peace Wall Art Panel would like to recommend artist, Kemba Opio, creator of Kno Design in
North Austin, Texas for the commission of a large-scale public art piece. The proposed piece will reimagine the
existing “Peace Wall” structure located in front of the Carpenter Recreation Center.

The final piece will touch on the spirit of the original Peace Wall project, while also bringing the space into a
more contemporary setting. The new piece will be laser-cut, stainless steel panels that will include figurative and
text-based elements. 

SUMMARY 

After several rounds of scoring and deliberation, the panel identified Kemba Opio as the artist with the
creativity, skillset, and community commitment to meet the scope of this project in addition to supporting the
TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee's  mission statement. 
 
Not only did Opio received 75 percent of the majority vote, but she also has experience that ranges from
traditional painting to fashion design. She has applied these creative skills to public art projects. This range of
talent has made Kemba the best candidate for this project.  Kemba delivered a proposal that touched on the
original goals of the 2003 project, engages the community, and has  a visual impact.  The work will  integrate
written quotes from community members answering the question, "What does peace mean to you?" Kemba
hopes to captures the hopes and dreams of individuals who call Thornton home much like the original 2003
project. Individuals will be encouraged to submit  answers  in whatever language(s) are spoken at home. Based on
information provided by Adams 12, 105 languages are represented in the districts. The top languages include
Cantonese, Dari, Farsi, Mandarin, Pashto, Russian Spanish, and Vietnamese. Highlighting languages will
hopefully show the diverse cultures and people in Thornton; all working toward a better, peaceful future. This
text will be paired with figurative imagery in both action and static poses that will represent the community.   

The panel was also impressed with Opio's use of sleek, laser-cut metal and eco-friendly paint to reimagine the
space and turn it into a contemporary work space that is equivalent to a piece that would be seen in downtown
Denver.  Panel members felt that this piece would not only speak to current residents, but show  future residents  
Thornton's  commitment to and celebration of diversity and inclusivity. 

A copy of Opio's design proposal is attached to this report. 

JUSTIFICATION 

RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 

The 2003 piece was created in response to the September 11 attacks. The Thornton Peace Wall was meant to help
youth express their emotions during a confusing moment in history.  Youth were asked the question, "What does
peace mean to you?" They painted their response on ceramic tiles as a way to unlock their imaginations and use
creativity as a  catharsis  for the events. The wall was meant to  serve as a reminder that peace began at home. 

Unfortunately, since its installation the Peace Wall tiles have begun to degrade due to Colorado’s extreme
weather and use of materials unfit for outdoor public art.  

PROJECT HISTORY 
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 Assist or guide staff with the removal of the exiting tiles from the original location. Salvageable tiles will be 
 cleaned and preserved in a new format that can be enjoyed by residents as an indoor 2D piece that will
continue to honor the history of the original project. 
 Utilize the existing wall as a foundation to reimagine and reactivate the  the space with new, creative public
art. 

In an effort to preserve the tiles that remain and keep this structure and space relevant, the TASHCO Public Art
Subcommittee was tasked with identifying an artist or artist group who could help meet the following needs:

1.

2.

The public art process is guided by transparency, inclusivity, and diversity. The public art subcommittee is
committed to creating space for underrepresented and diverse voices in creative industries. Artists and creative
teams committed to work around equity, diversity, and inclusion were strongly encouraged to apply for
consideration. 

This was an international call; open to all artists, design teams, architectural firms, etc., age 18 and over,
regardless of race, sex, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender identity, age, military status,
sexual orientation, marital status, or disability. 

Consideration was given to those with a history of successful and creative landmark works. 

ELIGIBILITY

The total project budget is $45,500; $37,000 of the funds are inclusive of artist fees and project costs associated
with fabrication, transportation, shipping, installation, insurance, etc. The remining amount will be applied to
public information, design stipends, and project marketing costs. Costs for this project will be deducted from the 
581308.8550.3000 budget. This budget number is associated with all costs pertaining to public art funding by
Adams County Open Space Sales Tax.  

 This project is made possible through funding provided by the Adams County Open Space Sale Tax. The Open
Space Sales Tax was approved by Adams County voters in 1999 as a 1/5 of one percent sales tax authorized
through 2006. In 2004, voters approved an increase to ¼ of one percent, or 25 cents on a $100 purchase, and
extended the sales tax through 2026. Proceeds from the sales tax benefit parks, recreation, trails, and open space
projects countywide.

PROJECT BUDGET BREAKDOWN

This work will help build a diverse and engaging collection of public art that is personal to Thornton and
informed by the community. The artwork will establish Thornton as an innovative and exciting destination-city;
engaged in contemporary conversations on art and culture.

PROJECT MISSION

The piece will be installed outdoors, on the existing wall structure located in front of the Margaret Carpenter
Recreation Center facility. The working area is roughly 6-feet high by 25-feet long (both sides), with no height or
weight restrictions. 

PROJECT LOCATION

4



National
80.2%

Local 
17.6%

International
2.2%

Plaques/Signs $1,000Public  information

$40,500TOTAL

The RFQ received a total of 61 applicants. Out of the 61 applicants, 16 were Colorado-based artists. Artist, Amelia
Furman (based on Loveland) was the only Colorado-based artists to receive a qualifying score. 

REVIEW PROCESS

Project Applicants

The review process was split into four rounds:

Each applicant was scored based on their overall body of work, skill, creativity, and ability to meet the scope of
the project. Each applicant was scored on a scale of 1 to 7. Applicants who received a qualifying score moved on to
Round 2. Panel members reviewed and scored 581 images and 30 videos of artist work. This review was
completed on March 21, 2021.

ROUND 1 : PRELIMINARY ONLINE REVIEW (FOUR HOURS)

Stipend

Art Work(s)

DETAIL AMOUNT

All fabrication/artist costs $37,000

$1,500

COST ITEM 

Finalist(s) design stipends  ($700 ea.)

Misc. Costs RFQ posting/marketing $1,000

Out of  111 applicants, 15 received qualifying scores and moved on to the second round. Panel members met via
Zoom Thursday, March 25, 2021 to review the list of candidates and discuss scores.  The group was tasked with
identifying up to three semifinalists who would be awarded a design stipend for the production of a sight-specific
proposal. Below are the results of the first round of online reviews:

ROUND 2: SEMI FINALIST DELIBERATION (FOUR HOURS)

5



The panel discussed each of the artists listed above in addition to reviewing their portfolio of work and
comparing it to the scope and goals of the project. After some discussion, the panel decided to choose three artists
that utilized mediums that could be applicable to the project. The panel decided to chose one mural artist, one
mosaic artist, and one sculptural artist. Based on his impressive and colorful mosaic work, Roberto Biaggi was 
 selected the first semifinalist. Based on her unique work and use of contemporary materials, Kemba Opio was
selected as the second semifinalist. Pablo Azar was the last semifinalist selected based on use of color, and ability
to engage community members through mural projects. 

The panel requested each artist be given feedback to ensure proposals include the strongest elements of each
candidate's work. 

harumiori.com Brooklyn, NY 4.2Harumi Ori

Lauren Harzak-Bauman

Pablo Azar

Roberto Biaggi 

Claudio Roncoli 

Amelia Furman 

Kemba Opio

LINK TO WORK HOME BASE 

kno-design.com Pflugerville, TX

ARTIST NAME AVERAGE SCORE 

5.4

ameliafurman.com

laurenhbstudio.com

jkmosaic.com

helenamartinart.com

Loveland,CO

Austin, TX 4.2

4.5

4.5

4.8

Helena Martin 

Jennifer Kuhns 

toonymania.com Santa Clarita, CA

cerodesign.com San Juan, PR 

artroncoli.com Miami, FL 4.0

4.0

4.0

Lakewood, OH

Elma, WA

Each semi finalists was issued a modest stipend to produce a site-specific design proposal in addition to the follow:
ROUND 3: DESIGN PRESENTATIONS (FOUR HOURS)

Final design
3D rendering and/or images of final piece within the physical space 
 Itemized budget, including insurance, travel, install, foundational, and contractor costs
Implementation/production schedule
Artist statement and project narrative
Materials list, including supplier information
Warranty information (if available)
Maintenance information, including procedures, timelines and future estimated city cost

Proposals were due to Jesse Jimenez, Arts & Culture Coordinator on Monday, May 10, 2021. 

The panel met on Saturday, May 15, 2021 to review design proposals. All three artists  presented their designs to
the panel. Artists were given 30-minutes to present their proposal and an additional 15-minutes for questions
from the panel. 
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Although members of the committee would normally fill out score cards for each semifinalists, the panel
members felt it more important to discuss each design proposal in order to touch on all points of the project and
ensure they meet the needs of the community. The group felt that is was important for this project to engage the
community and address "peace" as a main theme in the project. Panel members felt that it was important for this
project to make space for more diverse through the use of imagery and text.   

Opio was quickly identified as the strongest candidate for the project. Panel members felt that Opio's proposal
utilized contemporary design that elevated the aesthetics of the space, while also delivering a poignant and
community-driven piece. 

Although Azar's proposal  included a strong community engagement component the panel felt that the actual
work - although beautiful - was not different from any other mural piece the city already has in the public art
collection. 

Biaggi's proposal did utilize mosaic, which would have been a natural choice for the project. However the panel
did not feel that the design proposed for the project      

ROUND 4: FINAL DELIBERATION (TWO HOURS)

Opio
75%

Azar 
25%

Majority Vote

After discussion, the members of the group cast a final vote. Opio received 75 percent of the majority vote from
the TASHCO Public Art Subcommittee and panel members. The group agreed to move forward with Opio. The
design proposal were approved on Saturday, May 15, 2021 with the understanding that updates would be made
prior to the  final recommendation made to TASHCO and Thornton City Council.  

In total, the six members of this project panel donated 84 hours to ensure this project was not only fair and
competitive, but met the needs of the Thornton community. Below are the names of the volunteers who donated
their time to work with TASHCO in this process:

REVIEW PANEL MEMBERS 
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WARD CITY CONNECTION DISCLOSURE FORM

Ward 1

Ward 2

Ward 2

Ward 4

TASHCO Member Boards & Commissions Standards

NAME 

TASHCO Member

TASHCO Member

TASHCO Member

Ward 3

Ward 3

Boards & Commissions Standards

Boards & Commissions Standards

Boards & Commissions Standards

Community Stakeholder

TASHCO Member Boards & Commissions Standards

Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form

Deno Kalomas

Roberta Ayala 

Stephanie Ortiz

Frank Newton 

Amanda Armstrong 

Mary Payne

A recommendation will be presented to  the TASCHO board at the June 14, 2021 meeting. If approved, will move
forward and seek final approval from Thornton City Council.

TASHCO APPROVAL

TBD
COUNCIL APPROVAL 

Planning and completion this project  is scheduled for 2022. Final award agreements will need to be completed by
December 2021. This will allow enough time to finalize designs and meet the artists' production and
implementation schedule.

TIMELINE 
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www.knodesign.com
keopio@gmail.com

206.372.0673

A Contemplation On Peace-Thornton Peace Wall Art Proposal

Peace can be infinite in its meaning and at the same time singular in its effects on the human spirit. For the Thornton
Peace Wall Project, I am interested in designing public art that will have the community directly involved through the
integration of compiling many written quotes answering, “What Does Peace Mean To Me?” With collecting as many
quotes from the community to make up the bulk of the interior body of the piece. Cohesively, all of the quotes are meant
to reflect the ongoing hopes and dreams of the individuals who call Thornton home much like the original project of 2003.
The visually striking life size figures incorporated into the art, is a representation of  the viewer and continues to ask the
question, “What Does Peace Mean to You?” for the public walking by. Placing circular designs on the panels keeps the
design fun.

By working with Margaret W. Carpenter Recreation Center, Carpenter Park and Recreation, other community centers,
schools and the City of Thornton, to facilitate an accessible platform for the community’s involvement in providing their
response to the Peace Wall for this project.

The written text, figures and circular design cut outs  made from stainless steel laser cut panels overlapping brightly
colored Eco-based inorganic paint applied to concrete walls. Placed behind SS  panels and concrete walls are spacers of
varying  depth lengths of ½ , 1” and 3” slipped over the SS wedge anchor bolts cast in the concrete wall. The panels will
scale 4 ft in height by length of the wall at 24ft on both sides of the concrete wall. Metal fabrication, tile removal and
installation subcontracted with Artist overseeing all phases of design and paint application to concrete wall before
installation of the SS panels.
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www.kno-design.com
keopio@gmail.com

206.372.0673

Thornton Peace Wall Art Proposal
Maintenance Information

304 Stainless Steel Panels-Maintenance
Tea staining or discolouration of the surface does not affect the structural integrity or the longevity of the material.Wash
regularly with clean fresh water, mild detergent and a cloth or soft brush. After washing, rinse in clean water and wipe the
surface dry with a soft absorbent cloth remembering to go with the grain on brushed stainless steel. In general, you should
wash your stainless steel every three months. Do not use abrasive cleaners or a scouring pad of any type as they may cause
excessive wear and dull the finish.

● Every 3 Months- Approx. 3 hrs ea. maintenance

To Clean Painted Surface

● Touch-up paint when needed. Silacote paint stored in an appropriate sized container to keep in liquid form can be
continuously used for well over 10-20 yrs. If stored Silacote paint hardens in the container, Primer can be used as
a dilution for the Silacote paint.

● Hose or low pressure spray and soft brush to wipe off any dirt or debris when needed.
● When needed or scheduled with SS maintenance every 3 months. Approx. 30 min of clean time.

Anti-Graffiti Application-Maintenances

Non-Porous and Metallic Surface

● Spray VandlClean SUPER directly on the affected surface. Let sit until graffiti begins to dissolve (1 to 2
minutes). Wipe the surface clean and rinse the surface with water.

● Estimated $50 1 qt. Size
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www.kno-design.com
keopio@gmail.com

206.372.0673

Thornton Peace Wall Art Proposal
Maintenance Information

Painted Surfaces

● Apply VandlClean SUPER in small sections to prevent damage to the painted surface. Let sit until graffiti begins
to dissolve (1 to 2 minutes). Wipe the surface clean with a clean rag. Always wash the surface with water to
neutralize the graffiti cleaner when the job is completed. If VandlClean SUPER dissolves the underlying paint
when applied, immediately neutralize the cleaned area with water.

● Cleaning any graffiti can be scheduled as needed and/or scheduled with all metal and paint surface  maintenance.

Approx. 15min-30min. clean time.

VandlGuard Anti-Graffiti coating

● 2-3 coats applied with airless spray equipment to the painted concrete walls and SS panels. Covering the surface
in a fine mist using a cross-hatch pattern.

● Yearly application with the product stored for up to 10 years.
● 1 Gal. can last approx 5 application
● Approx 30min application time
● 1 gal estimated cost $60
● Airless sprayer estimated cost $100 for the product or rental approx $70 for 4-hrs use.
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Thornton Peace Wall Public Art Proposal
Material List

Material Description                Supplier Infor. Qty

Silacote Paint

Eco-based inorganic
paint applied to
concrete wall

SILACOTE NORTH
CENTRAL USA
Mr. Dave Boehm
Bluffton, Ohio
Tel: Toll Free: (800)
249-1881

3-Gal

Silacote Primer

Mix 1 part  primer to
2 part silacote paint
for 1st coat applying
to the concrete wall.

SILACOTE NORTH
CENTRAL USA
Mr. Dave Boehm
Bluffton, Ohio
Tel: (419) 236-085

1-Gal

VandlGuard
Anti-Graffiti
coating.

2-3  coats applied
with airless spray
equipment to painted
concrete walls & SS
panels after they’ve
been  laser cut.
Covering the surface
in a fine mist using a
cross-hatched
pattern.

RainGuard Pro
Arizona Facility
2736 West McDowell
Road
Phoenix, AZ 85009

Phone: 888.765.7070
Email:support@
rainguardpro.com

1-Gal

Laser Cut
Stainless Steel
Panels
48 x 108 inches

Stainless Steel
#316-Mill finish
gauge=⅛

Texas Fixtures &
Interiors, Inc.
3874 Limmer Loop
Hutto, TX 78634
Phone:512-759-3763

6

Stainless Steel
Spacers
1/2 inch

Placed behind SS
panels between
concrete wall
slipped over the
anchor bolts

Bobby Castle
Construction
3874 Limmer Loop
Hutto, TX 78634
Phone:512-846-1998

Approx.40-70
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Simpson or Hilti
Stainless steel
wedge
anchors/bits
5/16-3/8

Cast in the exterior
concrete wall.

Bobby Castle
Construction
3874 Limmer Loop
Hutto, TX 78634
Phone:512-846-1998

Approx. 40-70
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Thornton Peace Wall Art Proposal
Production Schedule/Project Milestone + Payment Schedule

Payments of the contracted price will be in the following percentage and at the following payment milestones:

Milestone 1 - 15% upon City’s approval of signing contract

Milestone 2 - 20% within 30 days after community engagement kickoff

Milestone 3 - 30% within 30 days of City’s notice to the Artist of final design approval

Milestone 4 - 25% within 30 days of scheduling site preparation

Milestone 5 - 10% within 30 days after the transferred title of Artwork to the City of Thornton.
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Thornton Peace Wall Art Proposal
Implementation Schedule

Stage 1
● Artist design + commission contract executed
● Meeting with Thornton Arts + Culture Center and all other associated with the project to discuss any

further design possibilities with City’s proposed timetable

Stage 2
● Artist community engagement kickoff
● Site review/field measurements and wall structural information documentation

Stage 3
● Finalize design review by Thornton Arts + Culture Center Panel and  Thornton Arts Commission

Stage 4
● Artwork fabrication will be commenced, contingent on receipt of third milestone payment of the

contracted art budget.

Stage 5
● Site preparation underway

Stage 6
● Installation
● Documentation
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Thornton Peace Wall
Estimated Art Proposal Budget

*Art proposal budget does not reflect the Artist's Fee.

Estimated Itemized Art Budget

Travel Expenses 2,800

Contractor Fabrication
File Conversion 4000
Material Stainless Steel Panel               7   qty 660  ea. 4620
SS spacer & bolts 200
Laser run time                                   approx. 360 min.         3.85 per min. 1386
Labor 2700

Site Preparation
Tile Removal-Labor & Materials 4.80 per sq                               1152
Foundation inspection 500

Coordination & Supervision Fee 700
Insurance - Commercial General Liability 1075
Silacote Paint 3-Gal                             79 ea. 237
Silacote Primer 1-Gal                            86 ea. 86
Wall Surface Preparation 1000
Paint Rollers/Brushes/Tool rental/ Supplies 700
Anti-Graffiti Coating and Labor of Application 380
Office Admin Expenses 400
Documentation 2000
Labor/Assistance 714

Installation 4950

Total 29,600
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Thornton Peace Wall Art Proposal-
Warranty Information

The Artist warrants and represents that:

-The Final Design and artwork are original creations of the Artist. The Artist has obtained, or shall obtain prior to any
incorporation or use, the written approval and consent of any required third party for the use of any portion of the Final
Design or the Artwork that is not the original work of the Artist.

-From the Effective Date through a date one year following the City’s acceptance of the Artwork, that:
The execution and fabrication of the Artwork shall be performed in a good and workmanlike manner.

-The Artwork, as fabricated and delivered, shall be free of defects in material and workmanship, including any defects
consisting of inherent vice or qualities that may cause or accelerate deterioration of the Artwork.

-The materials used are durable and shall not require procedures substantially in excess of those described in the
Maintenance information.
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P E A C E  W A L L :  R E I M A G I N E D  

CALL FOR
PUBLIC ART
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MISSION
This work will help build a diverse and engaging collection of public art that is personal to Thornton and
informed by the community. The artwork will establish Thornton as an innovative and exciting destination-city;
engaged in contemporary conversations on art and culture. 

The city of Thornton, in collaboration with the Thornton Arts, Sciences and Humanities Council (TASHCO), is
seeking to commission original public art. This project hopes for two outcomes that can both be accomplished by
the commissioned artist, 1.) If possible, and depending on state of material, the removal and preservation of
existing tiles that can be repurposed into indoor pieces. 2.) A reimagining of the wall with new and unique work (
that speaks to the location, has a positive visual impact and welcomes visitors to the facility space. The final work
should push Thornton into a contemporary setting; becoming a destination-city engaged in conversations on art
and culture.

Artists are strongly encouraged to explore contemporary materials, themes, and utilize interdisciplinary
practices to meet the scope of the project.

CALL FOR ARTISTS 

SITE LOCATION & FOOTPRINT 

  Removal the existing tiles from their original location and re-imagine them into unique works that can be
enjoyed by residents as indoor 2D works and continue to honor the original goal of the 2003 project through
new life.
  Work to utilize the existing wall as a foundation to re-imagine and re-activate the space with new and
creative work. The existing wall is approximately 6-feet high by 25-feet long.

Thornton's Peace Wall is located in front of the Margaret Carpenter Recreation Center located at 11151 Colorado
Boulevard. The 2003 piece was created in response to the September 11th attacks. In the wake of 9/11, people
around the world looked for positive ways to deal with their anger, their disbelief and their fear. The Thornton
Peace Wall was proposed to help children express their emotions, unlock their imaginations and be a catharsis
for the events. The wall served as a reminder that peace begins at home.

Since its 2003 installation the Peace Wall has been damage due to Colorado's extreme weather and use of
materials unfit for outdoor installation. The 2021 project will commission an artist to meet two needs:

1.

2.

Additional photos of the existing wall are attached to this call. 

OBJECTIVES AND KEY THEMES
Prior to 2018, Thornton Public Art Collection pieces utilized similar materials (masonry and bronze). In 2020,
emphasis was put on future-forward design, viewer activation, and a piece’s relation to physical space. Successful
artists will challenge themselves to think creatively and "outside the box" in order to diversify art in Thornton
through the use of contemporary design, materials, and technology.

This is an opportunity to create large-scale public art work that will not only spark conversations, but have a
positive impact on all who visit this space. Finalists are encouraged to think critically and provide well-
researched proposals/designs that meet the scope of the project in addition to the following:

22



GUIDELINES 
The movement, safety and security of visitors is priority.
Materials used must be durable, and require little and/or easy maintenance.
Details and calculations for art will be needed if there are any connections to city infrastructure
(electricity).
Designs need to take into account additional external factors which may affect the condition of
the artwork in addition to other precautionary measures (e.g. direct sunlight, extremes of annual
rain or snowfall, temperature, air moisture or dryness, acidity of rainfall, flooding, wind,
vibrations, air pollutants, vehicular and/or pedestrian traffic; animal interaction with artwork –
potential for nesting, droppings, etc.; human interaction with artwork – touching, sitting,
climbing, vandalism).
Award winner will be required to coordinate installation activities with city of Thornton staff.
Award winner will be required to provide detailed records, guidelines, and procedures to assist 
 with future maintenance and repair. 
Design cannot contain business promotions or advertisements.

ELIGIBILITY
The public art process is guided by transparency, inclusivity, and diversity. The public art subcommittee is
committed to creating space for underrepresented and diverse voices in creative industries. Artists and creative
teams committed to work around equity, diversity, and inclusion are strongly encouraged to apply for
consideration. 

The city of Thornton is an equal opportunity employer. The city reaffirms its commitment to comply with all
appropriate federal and state laws and regulations regarding nondiscrimination.

This is an international call; open to all artists, design teams, architectural firms, etc., age 18 and over, regardless
of race, sex, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender identity, age, military status, sexual orientation,
marital status, or disability. 

Preference will be given to those with a proven history of fabrication and installation that meet the project scope. 

City of Thornton employees are not eligible.

Cohesive designs that apply to the designated area(s).     

Dynamic use of color, composition and style elements that create a visual impact.   

Interdisciplinary practice with an emphasis on creative and innovative materials as well as

technology.  

Experience in large scale fabrication and installation of landmark works. 

Holistic approach to place-making and (re)activation of a physical space.

Strong understanding of contemporary art and its positive effect on public space and community

identity.

Understanding of the specialized needs and materials for durable, outdoor public art work.  

Understanding of the diversity and unique character that make the city of Thornton a special

place to live, work, and play.
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Final design
3D rendering and/or images of final piece within the physical space 
 Itemized budget, including insurance, travel, install, foundational, and contractor costs
Implementation/production schedule
Artist statement and project narrative
Materials list, including supplier information
Warranty information (if available)
Maintenance information, including procedures, timelines and future estimated city cost

Round 3: Design Presentations  (Four Hours)
Semifinalists will produce a well-researched and creative site-specific proposal that meets the needs of the project
in addition to the following:

Round 2: Semi Finalist Deliberation (Four Hours) 
The panel will meet to discuss top scores and advocate for their favorite applicants. Up to three semifinalists may
be identified for a project. Panel members will make a motion and approve semifinalists. Semifinalists will be
issued a modest honorarium to create a site-specific proposal. Artists will be invited to present their proposal to the
panel via Zoom. This gives the artist an opportunity to address any questions or concerns before the panel casts
their final votes.

Round 1: Portfolio Review (Four Hours)
The panel (consisting of project and community stakeholders) will review a portfolio of artists' recent work.
Applicants are encouraged to submit 5 – 10 pieces of work that highlight their diverse skills and experience. Artists
are not required to submit concept designs, but can choose to include them in this first review. Artist who do not
submit concepts for the site will not be penalized. 

REVIEW PROCESS AND AWARD APPROVAL 
This process will be split into several rounds:

BUDGET
The project budget is  $37,000,  which is inclusive of artist fees and  project  costs associated with fabrication,
transportation, shipping, installation, insurance, etc.   

This project is made possible through funding provided by the Adams County Open Space Sale Tax.    The Open
Space Sales Tax was approved by Adams County voters in 1999 as a 1/5 of one percent sales tax authorized
through 2006. In 2004, voters approved an increase to ¼ of one percent, or 25 cents on a $100 purchase, and
extended the sales tax through 2026.  Proceeds from the sales tax benefit parks, recreation, trails, and open space
projects countywide.

Design cannot include any breach of intellectual property, brands, trademarks, or depictions of
illegal activities.
Artists do not need to include the city of Thornton logo in their design(s).
The design must be family-friendly.
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All timelines and budgets for this, and other public art projects are subject to change. These changes will
be determined  by Thornton City Council. City staff will communicate any changes or delays to applicants as the
information becomes available. 

TIMELINE  
Below are important 2021 project dates. Staff will communicate any changes to applicants via email as needed.

Open Call: February 1 - March 13
Round One: March 14 - 21 
Round Two: March 29 
Round Three & Four: May 8 
TASHCO Approval: July 2021 
Council Approval: September 2021 
Contracts and Agreements: 30 - 60 days after approval  

Artistic Quality 
Project Feasibility 
Community Activation/Engagement 
Project Goals 
Overall Presentation

Round 4: Final Deliberation (Two Hours)
Each panel member will complete a score card after each presentation. Presenters will be scored on the following
criteria:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Round 5: Council Recommendation and Final Approval 
Once a finalist has been identified, the recommendation process will begin. A recommendation will be presented
to the TASHCO board for approval. If approved, TASHCO will then present the recommendation to Thornton City
Council. Council  may request additional information to support the public art recommendation at that time or
approve the award. No project is officially awarded without final approval from Thornton City Council. 

Upon final approval from Thornton City Council, the award-winner will then begin to enter into contracts and
purchasing agreements with the city of Thornton.

The commissioned piece will have a final project deadline of December 31, 2022.

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
By submitting your materials in response to this project RFQ/RFP, you are agreeing to abide by all terms and conditions
imposed by Weststaf for use of CAFÉ (callforentry.org). You agree to indemnify and hold harmless the City of Thornton
for any claim, cause of action, lawsuit and/or damages related to your use of CAFÉ for this RFQ/RFP.

Incomplete and/or submissions that do not meet the scope of this project will not be accepted. Please ensure you
have read all submission guidelines carefully before applying.
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Please submit all materials on callforentry.org.
 

Resume

5 - 10  images of  your  work demonstrating your ability to meet the scope of this project

Written statement or video detailing your creative process, drive, and/or philosophy

Resume/CV with 2 -3 professional references

Estimated budget outline or estimated project costs (optional)

Rough sketches or concept ideas for project (optional)

Submissions must include the following:

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS? 
Please contact Jesse Jimenez, Arts & Culture Coordinator, at jesse.jimenez@ThorntonCO.gov or  720-977-5881.
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PEACE WALL - CURRENT STATE 
Below are images of the Peace Wall's current state with details of broken and eroded tiles.  
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PLANNING SESSION COMMUNICATION 
Meeting Date:  

October 5, 2021 
Goal(s): Legal Review: 

N/A  1st Reading 
 2nd Reading 

Subject:  Discussion Regarding Payment in lieu of Cost of Living Adjustment for First Twelve Pay Periods 
of 2021 

Recommended by: Robb Kolstad Approved by: Kevin S. Woods Ordinance previously 
introduced by:  

Presenter(s):  Erika Senna, Budget Manager 

SYNOPSIS: 

Staff will discuss the recommendation to provide a one-time payment to general employees to cover 
the lack of cost of living adjustment in the first twelve pay periods of 2021. 

RECOMMENDATION:   

Staff recommends alternative 1, provide a one-time payment to general employees in 2021. 

BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS:   

Cost of this proposal, by fund, in 2021: 

Fund Cost in 2021 
General Fund $1.1M 
Water Fund $123k 
Sewer Fund $8k 
Stormwater Fund $14k 
Sanitation Fund $25k 
Risk Fund $4k 

ALTERNATIVES: 

1. Provide a one-time payment to general employees in 2021.
2. Provide no one-time payment to general employees in 2021.

BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY): (includes previous City Council action) 

The City provided a mid-year 2.4% cost of living adjustment to general employees. This adjustment 
was not retroactive. This one-time payment is being recommended in order to make general employees 
whole, or closer to whole, for the entire year.   

Agenda Item: Agenda Location: 
E N/A 

RK KW



2021 Payment in Lieu of COLA 
(for first 12 pay periods in 2021)



Purpose & Agenda

The purpose of this presentation is to provide a recommendation on 
providing a payment to general employees in lieu of a cost of living 
adjustment for the first 12 pay periods in 2021.

Agenda
• What is the payment in lieu of COLA?
• Why is this being recommended?
• Cost by Fund and Impact to General Government
• Recommendation and Next Steps



Payment in lieu of COLA

• Flat rate of $850 for a full time employee, pro-rated for part-time 
employees

• Amount developed based on 12 pay periods at 2.4% (2021 COLA)



Considerations for payment in-lieu of COLA

• COLA increase was only provided for last 14 pay periods in 2021 
rather than full year for general employees

• Payment would help make employees ‘whole’ for missing first 12 pay 
periods

• Financially responsible



Cost of Payment in-lieu of COLA

Without Payment in Lieu of Cola

With Payment in Lieu of Cola

Fund Cost of Lump 
Sum Payout

General Fund $1.1M

Water Fund 123k

Sewer Fund 8k

Stormwater Fund 14k

Sanitation Fund 25k

Risk 4k

Total $1.3M



Recommendation

• Provide payment in-lieu of COLA to make employees whole
• Next steps

• Budget Amendment on October 12th
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