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Eastlake Streetscape Conceptual Plan 
Community Open House #2, January 10, 2022 

 

Comments and Questions 

 

Why are we doing this? 
 

The City is creating the Eastlake Streetscape Conceptual Plan to fulfil goals and recommendations of the 

2017 Eastlake Subarea Plan, and to protect the quality of life for residents and businesses in the Eastlake 

area. The 2017 Subarea Plan includes goals “to direct vehicular, pedestrian and transit traffic to the 

commercial core and transit stop of the town of Eastlake”, and “to realize a multimodal transportation 

system.” Based on these goals, the plan includes specific recommendations to create complete streets 

on First Street, Lake Avenue and York Street. The purpose of this project is to create a conceptual 

streetscape plan that will be the first step in that process. 

More broadly, the City is creating the Eastlake Streetscape Conceptual Plan to protect the quality of life 

for residents and businesses. The opening of the RTD N-Line commuter rail station is likely to increase 

vehicular traffic and parking impacts in the neighborhood. The current streetscapes do not include 

adequate facilities for pedestrians and cyclists, and in some locations do not meet current ADA 

standards. Furthermore, wide roadways encourage speeding. In initial outreach, neighbors have 

expressed concerns about vehicle speeds on First and York, and desires to make the streets more 

pedestrian and bike friendly. The City believes these goals require improvements to the design of the 

streetscapes to ensure they prioritize needs of the people and businesses of Eastlake.  

Project Process and Limits 
 

What stage of the process are we in? 

Within the Streetscape Conceptual Plan process, we are at an important step: evaluating alternative 

concepts in order to identify priorities and eventually a preferred alternative. Based on what we learn in 

this step, the design team will develop and refine the final concept design, as well as conceptual costs 

and phasing strategies.  

Overall, the Eastlake Streetscape Conceptual Plan is the first step in a longer process. Based on the 

approved concepts and phasing plans, the City will seek funding for final design and construction for all 

or portions of the streetscapes. Improvements will likely be phased as funding and grants are approved. 

Prior to construction, there will be a final design with additional public engagement. 

Do any of the concepts require acquisition of private property? 

The concepts are limited to the public right-of-way and the city does not anticipate acquiring private 

property.  
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Funding and Implementation 
 

How is this plan being funded? 

The Eastlake Streetscape Conceptual Plan is funded by the Denver Regional Council of Governments 

(DRCOG)” Community Mobility Planning and Implementation (CMPI)” set aside funding from the 2020-

2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 

How will the improvements be funded? 

Construction improvements can be funded through a variety of sources, including City of Thornton 

Capital Improvement funds, CDOT, DRCOG or Federal grants (including the recent Bi-partisan 

Infrastructure bill), or through requirements placed on private development.  

Is there an estimate for when this will be fully completed? 

Currently there is not an estimated completion date, because phasing and construction is dependent funding 
sources.  
 

Maintenance 
 

How will the improvements be maintained? 

There are multiple ways to organize maintenance of the proposed improvements. Maintenance could be 

provided by the City of Thornton, local business districts (that would need to be formed), or by the 

adjacent property owner. In addition, each of these options could be responsible for various aspects of 

the maintenance. For example, the City of Thornton could be responsible for landscape and street tree 

maintenance, while adjacent property owners could be responsible for snow removal on sidewalks.  

The concept design needs to be finalized to identify and estimate future maintenance needs and 

scenarios. As the final design is completed in the spring and summer of 2022, the City will study 

potential maintenance responsibilities. 

Traffic and Mobility 
 
What is the possibility of having a four-way stop at Lake and York? 

York Street is envisioned as a neighborhood link, providing safe, comfortable multi-modal (vehicle, 
pedestrian, and bike) connection between the neighborhoods in and around Eastlake.  

In addition to traffic calming features along York Street, both alternatives also propose features to slow 
traffic and enhance safety at the Lake Avenue intersection, including eliminating the right turn lane, adding 
stop signs or other controls, and adding painted crosswalks. The design team will continue to evaluate traffic 
control options at the intersection, including four-way stop signs, and make recommendations in the final 
concept plan. Based on preliminary data, the design team believes the proposed concepts are viable. 
However, prior to implementation, additional traffic studies will be required to confirm the concepts meet 
City safety requirements.  

With the additional traffic on York will you bring a 4-way stop to Josephine and 124th as well? 
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The Eastlake Streetscape Concepts do not anticipate increasing vehicular traffic on any of the streets in the 
study. Specifically, intersection of 124th and Josephine is not included in this study. However, and concepts 
are further developed in the final design process, additional traffic studies will be completed to evaluate 
potential impacts to the surrounding community. 

Are there differences between number of parking spaces between the alternatives? 

Yes. On First Street and Lake Avenue, Alternative 2 includes more parking spaces than Alternative 1. On York 
Street, both options have the same amount of parking. 

Will trees be removed from the east side of the park to accommodate the changes proposed to York?  

The trees along the east side of Eastlake Historic Park are an essential part of the park and a valued asset for 
the neighborhood. The sidewalks proposed on Lake Avenue will connect to existing walkways in the park, and 
the existing trees will not be removed. 

Is it possible to add barriers to the park to prevent cars from jumping the curb into the park? 

Simple barriers that are consistent with the character of the Eastlake Historic Park, such as large boulders, if 
determined feasible, can be added along the edge of York Street.  

What is the purpose of narrowing the streets, and of the chicane proposed for Lake Ave? 

Narrowing Streets 

The multiple purposes for narrowing the streets, including reducing vehicle speeds and adding space for 
pedestrian and bike amenities.  

Speeding is an issue on York Street and First Avenue, and was the largest concern voiced by residents in initial 
survey and outreach. Research shows for every additional 5 mph vehicles travel, the probability of a collision 
producing a fatality increases by 15%. The City measured traffic volumes and speed, which confirm resident 
concerns: 

• York Street, north of Lake Avenue, 89% of drivers were travelling over the posted speed limit of 25 
mph. And, 69% of drivers were travelling more than 5 mph above the speed limit.  

• York Street south of Lake Avenue, 86% of drivers speeding, and 55% traveling more than 5 mph 
above the speed limit. The City has identified multiple reasons for speeding on York, including wider 
than standard travel lanes, and underutilized on street parking. These conditions create wide 
roadway with a no visual friction to slow drivers. 

• On First Street, 63% of drivers are speeding, with 19% driving more than 5 mph above the posted 
speed limit 

There are multiple reasons for speeding on First and York, including wider than standard travel lanes, and 
underutilized on street parking. These conditions create wide roadway with a no visual friction to slow 
drivers. The most effective way to reduce traffic speeds is to narrow the roadway. In addition to slowing 
traffic, narrowing the roadway creates space within the existing right-of-way to bike facilities, additional 
pedestrian and gathering spaces, and additional green areas.  

Chicane 

There are two reasons the chicane is proposed. First, similar to narrowing the lanes, a chicane is an effective 
tool to slow vehicle speeds. While current speeds on Lake Avenue are not an issue, the shared street concept 
is most comfortable and effective with slow vehicle speeds. In addition, the chicane creates space on the 
wide side of the public right-of-way to fit head-in or angled parking, which increases the amount of on-street 
parking, and increases amenity and green spaces, both of which are neighborhood priorities.  

How will a seven-foot sidewalk fit along First Street and still accommodate parking? 
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All of the elements shown on the concept alternatives fit within the public right-of-way. On First Street, 

the existing roadway is 37 feet wide (not including on-street parking). This is 17 feet wider than 

required. We can add the 7-foot sidewalk and new green spaces along the east side by reducing the 

width of the roadway to the City standard of 20 feet.  

 

RTD N-Line 
 
Does RTD need to run the trains all night at the station? 

Operational needs and decisions for the N-Line are made by RTD. However, The City of Thornton has raised 
the issue with RTD and is working with their N-Line management team to reduce unnecessary use of horns, 
and other noise impacts. 

The station does not have any restrooms and passengers are asking to use restrooms in nearby businesses. 

The City of Thornton has raised the issue with RTD and will continue to work with their N-Line management 
team to reduce impacts on local residents and businesses. 

 

Other Issues 
 

Eastlake loves it turkeys! They tend to congregate at 124th and need to be protected during construction 

We agree! We love the turkeys, and think they are part of the unique character of Eastlake. This Eastlake 
Streetscapes Conceptual Design study will guide future public and private infrastructure investments but 
does not include any immediate construction. However, when projects are identified, the City will include 
specific measures to reduce the impacts on the turkeys during construction. 

   

 


