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         station area planning effort was a six month 
process. The team analyzed the physical context of 
the area and defined a study boundary; interviewed 
stakeholders about their needs and concerns; 
facilitated a community conversation on their 
values and objectives; conducted a community 
walking audit and engaged in an interactive 
three-day community design charrette to develop 
new physical and regulatory concepts for the 
Eastlake station area. In addition, regular Steering 
Committee meetings were facilitated for review, 
analysis and guidance during the process.

Stakeholder Interviews

The project was initiated with a series of interviews 
conducted April 14 – 15, 2008 with individuals 
with vested interests in the Eastlake area. These 
stakeholder interviews were one-on-one sessions 
intended to identify the issues, concerns and 
future development opportunities for the area that 
will be influenced by RTD’s proposed Eastlake 
Station. Stakeholders included Eastlake residents, 
property and business owners, City of Thornton 
staff, representatives of the partner public agencies 
(including RTD, Adams 12 Five Star Schools, and 
the City of Northglenn) and commercial real estate 
development firms.  These interviews provided 
the project team a clear understanding of current 
initiatives, project issues and project opportunities.

The

2.1  Stakeholder Interviews

City of Thornton

City Management - Jack Ethredge & Jeff Coder

Planning & Special Projects - Susan Connors, Glenda 

Lainis, Gene Putman

Infrastructure - Bud Elliot, Jim Kaiser, Kent Moorman

Community Services - Mike Soderberg, Buz Hedglin, Diane 

Van Fossen, Andy Jennings

Fire - Chad McCollum

Business Development - Robert Smith  

Real Estate & Open Space Manager - Scott Twombly 

Regional Transportation District

Bill Sirois

Jim Starling

Adams 12 School District

Rob Webber

City of Northglenn

Jim Hayes

Travis Reynolds

Property Owners

Dr. Stan Black, Leo Guiliano, Eduardo Palermini, Glenn 

and Sue Lambertson, Pauline Ferguson, Ryan Carlson, 

Mark Chamberlin, Kevin Lewin, Hunter Douglas - Dilip 

Joglekar 

Eastlake Residents (Special Session)

Real Estate Brokers

CB Richard Ellis, Inc. - Frank Kelley

Colliers Bennett & Kahnweiler, Inc. - Mark Feder 

Banker - Mark Walker

Frederick Ross Co. - John “Packet” Lowrey & Matt Pomero
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Community Values Exercise

Post-It Notes Exercise

2.2  Community Values   
       Workshop  

A public kick-off meeting was 
held the evening of April 14, 2008 
and included a brief presentation 
of the station area planning 
principles and two exercises 
designed to gather public ideas 
and input.   Approximately 
130 people attended this initial 
meeting.

Post-it Notes Exercise

Community values expressed by the attending audience:
1.   Quiet 
2.   Trees, parks, nature, lakes, open space 
3.   Low volume of traffic 
4.   Small town character 
5.   Trails/walkways 
6.   Property value appreciation/stability of neighborhood 
7.   Safety
8.   View of the mountains 
9.   Convenient location close to services 
10. Access to transit
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Issues  Exercise 

The second exercise involved working in small 
table groups around aerial maps of the study area.  
Participants were asked to mark up the base maps and 
identify areas to be addressed, enhanced or protected. 
Similar to the first exercise, this one served to locate 
specific project needs and concerns in close proximity 
to the station area. Each table then presented back to 
the larger group the ideas and concepts 
discussed in their table session.

Broad categories of elements the community 
would like to see addressed:

Crime/safety/security 1. 
Traffic and Transportation Issues 2. 

The intersection of Claude and •	
124th Avenue
Ending 124th Avenue as a thru •	
street
Maintaining access to 124th •	
Avenue

Revitalization of the area near the 3. 
transit station including future 
business development 
Maintaining the rural character/ 4. 
small town feel of Eastlake 
Parking/parking lots/underground 5. 
parking 
Accessibility to the future transit 6. 
station 
Property values 7. 
Noise and pollution 8. 
Maintaining open space/parks 9. 
Preserving wild life 10. 
High density development 11. 

Preservation of the historic grain elevator 12. 
Height restrictions on buildings and structures/13. 
infrastructure 
Good places to wait for the train/hours of 14. 
operation of the train 

Community Issues Exercise
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Eastlake Walking Audit, June 17th 2008

2.3  Eastlake Walking Audit

On June 17th, the nationally recognized walkability expert Dan 
Burden was invited to meet and walk with the residents, property 
and business owners of the Eastlake community to assess firsthand 
the quality of the Eastlake walking environment.  Following the 
audit, an evening presentation of the issues facing Eastlake was 
presented to interested participants.  Issues included:

•	Speed	of	traffic	on	York	Street
•	Speed	of	traffic	on	124th	Avenue
•	Condition	of	1st	Street	facing	the	proposed	station	platform
•	Alley	condition
•	Residential	Street	sections	on	2nd	and	3rd	Streets
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Images from the Community Design Charrette, July 8-10th 2008

With the completion of data collection, preliminary 
analysis, walking audit and stakeholder interviews, 
a public design charrette was held involving over 50 
participants from July 8-10th. 

The three-day charrette began with a brief overview of 
the team’s initial findings, illustrating how the area’s 
economic conditions and physical context influence 
the study area. The preliminary market analysis 
conducted by Development Research Partners was 
presented. The public was then asked to participate 
in table work sessions that allowed people the 
opportunity to voice specific design considerations 
they have for the future of the area. The participants 
wrote, talked and drew, jump-starting the design 
charrette and giving clear direction to the design 
team.

The charrette was held at the City of Thornton 
Infrastructure Building, near the study area. The 

public was encouraged to visit the design studio and 
offer ideas to the team. The product of this intensive 
process was a preliminary urban design and station 
design alternatives for the Eastlake area that were 
displayed to the public on the evening of the final 
day.

Following the charrette, the team made additional 
refinements to the plan based on comments from the 
public, project steering committee and senior staff 
from the City of Thornton. 

This report illustrates the completed Urban Design 
Plan with the purpose of establishing the design 
intent, development strategies and vision for the 
future of the station area. This report is intended 
to be a flexible blueprint that illustrates concepts 
that can accommodate change over time while still 
maintaining the overall vision.

2.4  The Design Charrette - July 8-10, 2008
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Mapping Exercise from the Community Design Charrette, July 8-10th 2008




