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01 Introduction
Prior to the 2021 Transportation 
and Mobility Master Plan (TMMP), 
the city of Thornton completed its 
last transportation plan update in 
2009. Since 2009, Thornton and 
the surrounding region has grown 
tremendously, in both population 
and economic activity. Thornton’s 
population has grown 19% (or by about 
22,000 people). The regional transit 
network has expanded significantly, 
with extension of commuter rail 
connecting Thornton to downtown 
Denver. As the community grows 
and evolves, there has also been an 
increasing desire for more multimodal 
infrastructure and programs.

Beyond changes in the local landscape, 
the transportation industry has also 
changed since the 2009 Transportation 
Plan was developed. New trends 
like app-based transportation 
services, an increased prevalence 
of e-commerce, and changes to 
commute patterns brought on by 
technology infrastructure that allows 
more people to work from home have 
spurred a need to reconsider the role 
transportation plays in Thornton and 
the surrounding area. The TMMP 
builds upon the foundation provided 
in the 2009 Transportation Plan. As 
a critical document that supports 
the 2020 Thornton Comprehensive 
Plan, the TMMP strives to consider 
all the transportation-related 
implications of growth and trends 
that have emerged since 2009.



1.1 Vision and Goals
This document reflects the community’s vision and 
goals for transportation in Thornton that is:

Vision
A transportation network and mobility plan that expands 
transportation options to enable a resident to access all areas 
of Thornton in a timely manner without using a private vehicle. 
Thornton desires a holistic multimodal and mobility view, approach, 
and evaluation of current and future transportation needs.

Goals
To provide an interconnected multimodal transportation network and 
mobility plan for all people to access goods, services, residences, and 
employment and accommodates safely moving people, goods, and services 
using a variety of modes that includes vehicle, bicycle, pedestrian, bus, 
shuttle, and passenger rail based on the future land use projections and 
overall vision for Thornton.

A transportation network 
and mobility plan that 
expands transportation 
options to enable a resident 
to access all areas of 
Thornton in a timely manner 
without using a private 
vehicle. Thornton desires 
a holistic multimodal and 
mobility view, approach, and 
evaluation of current and 
future transportation needs.

VISION
THORNTON’S
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1.2 Planning Process
The Thornton TMMP applies a 
community-based data-driven 
process to developing a set of 
prioritized recommended policies, 
programs, studies, and projects. 
Together, implementation of 
these recommendations moves 
the city towards a more efficient 
and comfortable transportation 
network that safely moves people 
of all ages and abilities. 

Since transportation planning 
involves difficult decisions, trade-
offs, and fiscal constraints, the 
TMMP planning team developed 
three potential scenarios (Scenario 
A, B and C) to model prospective 
transportation networks that may 
emerge from the Plan. Each scenario 
– described in Chapter 4 – envisions 
varying levels of investment in each 
transportation mode and diverse 
approaches to providing a multimodal 
transportation network by 2050. 
Scenario C ultimately provided 
guidance for the recommendations 
and the plans in the TMMP.

1.3 
Recommendations
The outcome of the scenario planning 
process was a framework for 
establishing Thornton’s investment 
in infrastructure and programs for 
people driving, walking, using a 
wheelchair, biking, and taking transit. 
The TMMP includes the recommended 
approach for each mode: 

• People driving (Chapter 5)- 
identification and prioritization of 
roadway projects including new 
roadways, roadway widenings, and 
road diets (reallocation of roadway 
space for people biking) 

• People biking (Chapter 6)- a 
prioritized list of low stress facilities 
that make biking for transportation 
and recreation accessible to all ages 
and abilities

• People walking and in wheelchairs 
(Chapter 7)- a prioritization of 
all roadways within the city to 
inform sidewalk gap completion, 
pedestrian crossings, and upgrading 
of deficient sidewalks

• People taking transit (Chapter 
8)- a high-level vision for the 
transit network in 2020 and 2050 
and transit-supportive services to 
make traveling by bus, commuter 
rail, and on-demand services a 
convenient and reliable form of 
transportation

As the transportation industry 
quickly evolves, tracking future 
trends and innovations will be 
important to ensuring that residents, 
employees, and visitors can travel 
efficiently and safely. Chapter 9 
explores various future opportunities 
for transportation that Thornton 
should consider and preliminary 
recommendations for future policies 
and investments that can move 
Thornton towards its transportation 
vision and goals. 

In addition to infrastructure projects 
specific to walking, biking, driving 
or transit, the TMMP identifies a set 
of programs, policies, and studies 
(Chapter 10) that serve as a necessary 
supplement to projects to move the 
city towards its goals. These include 
safety programs, Transportation 
Demand Management strategies, and 
Safe Routes to School. 

1.4 Implementation
For the next 5-10 years, until the next 
update of the transportation plan, 
the TMMP serves as a guide for the 
future multimodal transportation 
network. It provides guidance for 
each transportation decision and 
investment as the city implements 
the transportation and mobility 
vision and goals of the community.

1.5 Amendment 
Process
The TMMP may have minor or 
major amendments. Staff may 
administratively approve minor 
amendments. Minor amendments 
include, but are not limited to, 
the following: correcting spelling, 
grammar, and math errors; collector 
street additions or alignment changes; 
complete streets designations; 
program modifications; and 
technical changes to cross-sections.  
Major amendments require City 
Council action. Examples of major 
amendments include policy changes, 
incorporating other transportation 
studies, and major updates.

1.6 Adjustments
Staff may administratively process 
and approve adjustment requests 
to the TMMP. Such adjustments 
are on a case-by-case basis. 
Examples of adjustments may 
include cross-section changes to fit 
existing conditions and bicycle and 
sidepath locations and routing. 
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