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09 Future
Trends
The continued emergence of new 
technologies is fundamentally 
changing transportation and how 
people move around their community. 
Some of these technologies are 
already impacting transportation 
trends, while others are still early 
on in their development. These new 
technologies can help move Thornton 
towards its goal of environmental 
sustainability and regional goals of 
reducing single occupancy vehicles. 
They will likely have more significant 
impacts to the world, and Thornton, 
over the next several decades. 

This chapter provides an overview of 
new technologies and their potential 
impact to future transportation 
trends. It also identifies potential 
policies, infrastructure, and plans 
to leverage these technologies so 
they support the city’s goals and 
future vision for transportation. 
The city should continue to monitor 
these transportation trends to 
understand and better prepare for 
future emerging technologies. 

9.1 TrendLab+ 
Workshop Results
Understanding current transportation 
trends, and forecasting how 
these trends and emerging 
technologies may influence travel 
behavior, is critical to developing 
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appropriate policies and projects 
to meet future needs. 

To understand how those in the 
Thornton community will travel, 
Fehr & Peers facilitated a TrendLab+ 
workshop in May 2021 with 
members of the city’s management 
and technical staff. TrendLab+ is 
an analysis tool that forecasts how 
variable factors will influence future 
transportation patterns. TrendLab+ 
was specifically designed to provide 
additional insight about future 
transportation trends, and how 
these could be strongly influenced by 
demographic, social, and economic 
forces that are not usually included 
in transportation analysis. These 
factors included consumer behavior, 
teleworking, land use patterns, 
the regional transit network, and 
demographics. TrendLab+ measures 
how each of these factors will 
impact the vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT) per person in Thornton. 

The results of the TrendLab+ 
workshop are shown in Figure 9.1. 
The bottom of the image shows how 
most attendees voted on various 
inputs. An up arrow means that a 
variable will grow or increase over 
time. There was an option for a 
double up arrow, which was not 
selected by stakeholders on any 
of the inputs. A dot means that a 
variable is not expected to change 
over time. Land use patterns refers to 
changes in density and mix of uses. 
Transportation Demand Management 
refers to strategies that leverage 
existing infrastructure to increase non-
private automobile transportation 
options. The magnitude and direction 
of these inputs that influence 
transportation trends show that VMT 
per capita would remain relatively 
constant over the next 25 years, based 
on these trend predictions. Given the 
uncertainty of these and other factors, 
the shaded areas show the range 
of how VMT may change. Although 

VMT per person is anticipated to 
remain relatively constant, VMT for 
the region will increase, as Thornton 
has been continuing to quickly grow.

9.2 Autonomous and 
Connected Vehicles
Autonomous Vehicles (AV) and 
Connected Vehicles (CV) are two 
technologies that have been rapidly 
evolving and have the potential to 
significantly impact travel patterns 
and travel behavior in the future. 
AVs can sense the environment and 
move through the street network 
with either little or no human 
intervention. CVs are vehicles that 
communicate with one another, as 
well as connected infrastructure 
such as traffic signals, to improve 
roadway safety and efficiency. 

There are several potential negative 
impacts associated with AVs. AVs 
may increase the demand for travel 

Figure 9.1

TrendLab+ workshop results
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due to the decreased opportunity 
costs of driving (e.g., a driver can 
now sleep or do work in the car), 
increased pool of users who can 
independently utilize a vehicle (e.g., 
children, disabled, elderly, pets), 
and reduced demand for parking 
(e.g., vehicles can circle the block 
empty instead of parking). This 
could lead to increased VMT and the 
potential for increased air pollution 
if fossil-fueled vehicles are used in 
these vehicles. Battery and fuel-cell 
electric vehicles would reduce the 
potential for increased air pollution, 
but not address increases to VMT.  

In addition, research on travel 
behaviors suggests that AVs may 
decrease transit usage except for 

high-quality/high-frequency transit 
services like trains or bus rapid transit 
that operate with high frequency such 
as 7 to 15 minutes between trains 
or buses. While there is still little 
research on this topic, AVs may also 
incentivize more dispersed land uses, 
particularly for housing, as many users 
may not view commute times the 
same way if they are able to do 
other things rather than attending 
to the wheel.

Some positive outcomes related to 
AVs would be providing elderly, youth, 
and disabled communities with more 
mobility options than they currently 
have. Additionally, this technology 
could create improvements in traffic 
safety by reducing or removing 

8National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, https://www.nhtsa.gov/technology-innovation/automated-vehicles-safety

human intervention to the vehicle 
as human error is cited as the 
cause of roughly 94% of crashes.8 

There are number of strategies to 
proactively address the potential 
impacts of AVs and CVs. Table 9.1 
displays a list of potential challenges 
associated with these technologies 
and proposals for policies to address 
these challenges. These policies 
were adapted from the Autonomous 
Vehicle Policy Framework Summit 
as well as research completed by 
Fehr & Peers. Although AVs are 
not currently on the market, it is 
important to implement policies 
preemptively to lay the groundwork 
and set user expectations for 
when AVs are available.

Challenge Potential Strategy

Curbside management – AVs could cause 
curbside congestion when dropping off/picking 
up users that impacts other users and modes.

Develop and adopt design standards and fees for curbside drop-
off zones. This would ensure that AVs do not dwell at the curb 
for excessively long periods of time and appropriately price the 
use of the curb based on demand. Pricing could vary depending 
on the time of day and day of week. This could apply only to AVs 
or be expanded to any vehicle using the drop-off zones. 

Pedestrian safety – There may be unique concerns 
about the capability of AVs to adequately 
respond to pedestrian and bicyclist behavior, 
especially during inclement weather or if a 
pedestrian or cyclist is not using designated 
facilities like marked crosswalks or bike lanes. 

Set maximum speeds on AVs that are pedestrian and bicycle friendly 
and set laws to ensure that AVs pass pedestrians and bicyclists at a safe 
distance. There may need to be a statewide or federal regulation due 
to the potential for varying requirements between jurisdictions. 

Equity – AVs may be more accessible to those with 
higher incomes and the added congestion could 
negatively impact lower income populations by 
increasing travel times (users not in AVs will not be 
able to do things other than operate the vehicle, 
thus be more burdened by this added time).

• Expand efforts to engage and include disadvantaged communities 
in transportation planning, especially regarding shared mobility.

• Look for opportunities and partnerships to make AVs accessible to 
all individuals, including those without smartphone technology or 
banking relationships, and support efforts and community partners 
who provide banking and technology access to those without.

• Partner with organizations and entities that work to make 
mobility options available to those with disabilities.

When people do not have to drive, they 
might be interested in living further 
away from work contributing to sprawl 
and AVs traveling longer distances.

• Support land use policies that restrict sprawl by promoting zoning 
changes that allow for more compact, walkable, developments.

• Research options for opportunities and partnerships to help prevent 
residential displacement that could result from increased property 
values associated with AVs. Property values may increase if land is 
no longer needed for parking and is converted to other uses. 

Table 9.1: Potential AV/CV Strategies
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Challenge Potential Strategy

Transit may be less 
appealing if AVs 
are available.

AVs can improve the transit experience if there are programs bridging AVs with transit services 
through autonomous transit. This can be achieved through formal transit hubs and first/
last mile connections. For example, in 2019 Denver tested an autonomous shuttle called 
the 61AV that connected the 61st and Pena light rail station to an employment area.

Other ideas include:

• Refine transit governance and procurement processes to allow for 
different operational models like public/private partnerships.

• Explore opportunities for serving as an integrating or centralized resource for 
fundamental aspects of mobility such as trip planning, trip scheduling, and 
revenue collection, where a centralized portal offers customers value.

• Bundle AV access with non-motorized transportation options and provide education 
to address AV trips replacing walking, bicycling, and transit trips. This would provide 
AV users’ seamless access to transit options and bike share systems.

• Consider taxing zero occupancy vehicles to disincentivize empty vehicles cruising 
instead of paying for parking. There may need to be a statewide or federal regulation 
due to the potential for varying requirements between jurisdictions

Design of existing 
transportation 
infrastructure may not 
accommodate AVs.

AVs are likely to use travel lanes more efficiently since they can safely maintain closer 
following distances with other vehicles. Underutilized lanes can be repurposed to 
provide additional space for pedestrians and bicyclists while also providing dedicated 
lanes for AVs, which will ensure safety and comfort for people walking along the 
curbside and create valuable public spaces in neighborhoods and downtowns.

Existing parking 
facilities were not 
intended for AVs.

Site planning and parking design should accommodate AVs and anticipated changes in 
demand. The city could consider reducing or eliminating minimum parking requirements 
or developing parking maximums in anticipation that AVs and more robust transit 
service will reduce the need for people to park at their destination by:

• Reducing the amount of parking required as part of new development.

• Developing prototypes for adaptable parking garages and infrastructure that 
could be retrofitted to other land uses such as office space in the future.

• Repurposing ground-level space from passive parking to active uses 

• Require charging stations in parking areas to support electric AVs

On-the-ground 
technologies are 
not compatible with 
AVs and CVs.

Invest in additional smart infrastructure (e.g., dynamic traffic-control signals and 
multimodal sensor technology). AVs can operate more efficiently, and cities can 
better manage AV usage if there is connected vehicle infrastructure. This can be 
accomplished through pricing, trip metering, etc. Other possibilities include:

• Create feedback groups to assess/improve user experience.

• Install smart sensors to provide a dynamic view of infrastructure conditions.

• Streamline online mobility content and make it easier to understand and provide direct feedback
There is a large volume 
of data that will be 
available with the 
roll-out of CVs and AVs. 
Ensuring the privacy of 
this data while using 
it to improve mobility 
will be important.

• The city can work with the Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG,), state and 
federal legislators to ensure that they can access relevant and anonymous data from AVs 
to help inform the understanding of travel patterns and management of the traffic and 
curb congestion that may come with AVs. Third-party data brokers, such as universities, 
can facilitate collection and analysis of privately generated data to enable better 
service planning without compromising intellectual property or competitiveness. 

Table 9.1: Potential AV/CV Strategies Continued...



FUTURE TRENDS9.5

9.3 Electric Vehicles 

Electric vehicle (EV) technology 
continues to advance at a rapid 
pace with increasing regulatory and 
financial incentives to encourage 
production and use at both the 
state and federal level. The primary 
advantage at the city-level of this 
technology is the reduction in vehicle 
emissions and noise pollution. In 
planning for future EV integration, 
Thornton can consider the provision 
of on-street and off-street EV parking; 
increasing the number of charing 
stations on public property; and 
incentives and requirements for 
provision of EV charging stations 
and infrastructure by residential, 
retail, and commercial office 
developers. In addition, the I-25 
corridor is a federally recognized 
alternative fuel corridor, where 
infrastructure upgrades are being 
made to support the use of electric 
(battery and hydrogen fuel cell) and 
other alternative fuel vehicles. 

9.4 Shared Mobility
Shared mobility – the shared use of 
a vehicle, bicycle, or other low-speed 
travel mode (e.g., scooter) – is an 
innovative transportation strategy 
that enables users to have short-term 
access to a mode of transportation 
on an as-needed basis. Shared 
mobility also provides a broader set 
of transportation options for users 
that can help reduce reliance on 
private automobiles and help mitigate 
congestion and carbon emissions. 
Shared mobility is often discussed 
in the context of micromobility – 
small personal mobility devices 
including bicycles and scooters. 
Shared mobility is a key component 
of Mobility as a Service (MaaS), 
described later in this chapter. 

Bike/Scooter Share
Bike share systems for both traditional 
and electric bicycles, and more 
recently electric scooter share, have 
been a rapidly evolving trend over the 
last decade, and until the COVID-19 
pandemic, had gained traction in 
communities both large and small 
worldwide, shifting the way many 
communities plan for and provide 
transportation. Bike and scooter 
share have the potential to increase 
mobility options available in the city, 
particularly for access to transit. 
While bike share and scooter share 
currently do not exist in Thornton, 
many nearby communities including 
Boulder, Denver, Longmont, and Fort 
Collins have these systems. Sharing 
services are most successful where 
there is a higher density of land uses, 
which may be a challenge in Thornton. 
If Thornton were to introduce a bike 
share or scooter share program, 
it would be important for the city 
to work closely with potential 
operators to design a program that 
supports Thornton’s land use and 
transportation goals, while aiming 
to mitigate potential issues. For 
bike share and scooter share to be 
successful, Thornton can also continue 
to invest in improved bicycle and 
pedestrian infrastructure, as well 
as ensure policies are up-to-date 
and clear on where and how future 
users are to operate these types of 
vehicles within the public right-of-
way. Thornton has already developed 
regulations and permits for bike share 
programs, but not for scooters. 

Car Share
Car sharing is a model for car rental, 
like bike share or scooter share, 
which allows a user to pay for access 
to a vehicle for limited periods of 
time. Car share systems tend to 
have vehicles dispersed throughout 
a service area and can be reserved 

9.5
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through a webpage or smartphone 
app. Thornton can support car share 
in the future by continuing to permit 
on-street parking, dedicating parking 
spaces for car share providers, and 
providing incentives or requirements 
for new developments to provide 
car-share and/or shared parking with 
neighboring land uses. The market 
viability of introducing car share 
depends on the extent to which 
people can get around the city by 
foot, bike, and transit, all of which 
afford the ability to choose not to own 
a car. Car sharing has the potential to 
be a viable option in Thornton due to 
the existing and proposed plans across 
the other alternative modes. When 
AVs become available, a company 
can add them to its car share fleet 
to incentivize a shared subscription-
based model that reduces VMT. 

Ride-hailing
Ride-hailing, provided primarily by 
Transportation Network Companies 
(TNC),for example, Uber and Lyft, is a 
newer mobility service that has seen 
explosive popularity in recent years 
prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. At 
its most basic level, it is simply the 
modern version of a taxi service, using 
a web-based platform that matches 
drivers with passengers in a simpler 
and more intuitive way. Uber and Lyft 
are currently the only TNCs operating 
within Thornton and the surrounding 
region. Another service available in 
parts of the Denver metropolitan area 
is called zTrip, which provides an app-
based on-demand taxi style service in 
Northern Colorado using both sedans 
and wheelchair accessible vehicles. 
Nationally, TNCs/ride-hailing 
represents the fastest growing 
transportation mode. Overall, ride-
hailing presents mixed opportunities 
for Thornton. It provides a niche in 
the travel market for many trips, 
especially when transit is more 
limited or simply does not operate 

(e.g., evenings and weekends). Ride-
hailing can also help to reduce the 
risk of impaired driving by providing 
an easy way home for people who 
should not be driving. Ride-hailing 
can help overcome the first/last 
mile gap by providing a connection 
to commuter and light rail train 
stations, when walking or biking are 
not viable options. On the other 
hand, excessive use of ride-hailing 
can lead to increased VMT, energy 
use, greenhouse gas emissions, traffic 
congestion, and crowded curb spaces 
and loading zones. Ride-hailing is 
also not a viable alternative for some 
low-income households, outside of 
occasional/emergency use, so TNCs 
cannot be relied on for providing 
basic transportation services. 

Because most trips in Thornton are 
made by driving, the risk of increased 
VMT from ride-hailing is small. 
However, as the area grows and 
makes investments in pedestrian, 
bicycle, and transit networks, the city 
may need to work more closely with 
TNCs to ensure that ride-hailing is 
part of the mobility environment and 
does not detract from investments 
in other multimodal networks. Some 
potential future strategies to balance 
the pros and cons of ride-hailing are 
provided later in the document. 

9.5 Mobility as a 
Service (MaaS)
MaaS describes the shift away from 
privately owned automobiles and 
towards transportation that is offered 
as a service. This includes both public 
and private transportation providers 
that can work together to provide a 
holistic landscape of transportation 
options, either through a subscription 
or pay-as-you-go service. As 
described on the Maas Alliance 
website “MaaS integrates various 
forms of transport services into a 
single mobility service accessible on 
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demand. A MaaS operator facilitates 
a diverse menu of transport options 
to meet a customer’s request, be 
they public transport, ride-, car- or 
bike-sharing, taxi or car rental/
lease, or a combination thereof. 
For the user, MaaS can offer added 
value by using a single application 
to provide access to mobility with 
a single payment channel instead 
of multiple ticketing and payment 
operations. For its users, MaaS should 
be the best value proposition by 
helping them meet their mobility 
needs and solve the inconvenient 
parts of individual journeys and the 
entire system of mobility services.” 
Thornton can encourage and 
facilitate Maas by:

• Requiring open data from 
private providers to facilitate 
better trip planning. This 
includes providing trip planning 
information and trip costs in a 
way that can be easily collected 
and displayed by a third party. 

• Creating a platform for payment 
that integrates all potential 
providers and that includes public 
and private providers. Ultimately, 
Thornton may seek to require 
third parties to participate in 
an integrated payment system 
to operate in the city.

• Creating public-private partnerships 
that use private providers to 
complement and supplement 
public transit. These partnerships 
can also help improve human 
service transportation provision. 

9.6 Intelligent 
Transportation 
Systems (ITS)
Intelligent Transportation Systems 
(ITS) are new technologies 
that are reshaping the traveler 
experience on roadways. Some 
examples of ITS include:

• Adaptive Signal Control: Traffic 
signals that can automatically 
adjust traffic signal timing based 
on current traffic conditions. 
These signals help reduce 
congestion and pedestrian and 
bicycle crossing wait times.

• Transit Signal Priority (TSP): 
Adaptive signal technology 
that allows transit vehicles to 
communicate with a traffic signal to 
extend green time in their direction 
of travel. TSP helps transit vehicles 
run on schedule. Innovative new 
uses for traffic signal preemption 
(interruption of a current signal 
indication) are also emerging. For 
example, Los Angeles is testing 
traffic signal preemption to trigger 
red lights to slow/stop speeding 
vehicles during peak hours of the 
day to improve traffic safety.

9.7 Drone Delivery
Delivery drones are remotely piloted 
vehicles that can deliver lightweight 
packages and are currently in the 
development and testing phases. 
In several examples across the 
world, drones are being used for 
delivering time-sensitive items, 
such as medicine, or deliveries 
that would be difficult with 
traditional vehicle-based service. 
Delivery drones have the potential 
to change last-mile delivery 
economics for smaller and lighter 
packages, as they could replace 
many of the deliveries being made 
by traditional delivery trucks. The 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
issued regulations in 2016 that limit 
but allow the use of commercial 
aerial drones for deliveries. Current 
regulations require that: a licensed 
pilot keep the drone within sight; 
the flight cannot be conducted from 
a moving vehicle; and the weight of 
the drone and package combined 
must be under 55 pounds. In 
December 2020, the FAA released 
new regulations that took even bigger 
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steps to allow the commercial use of 
drones, requiring drones to broadcast 
identification or location information; 
allowing operators of small drones 
to fly over people and vehicles; 
and allowing drones to operate at 
night under certain conditions. 

Potential limitations include: limited 
package weights; constrained 
operating times due to limited 
battery capacity; interference with 
other sidewalk and pathway users 
(for ground-based drones); difficulty 
in determining designated drop-
off locations in dense urban areas; 
concerns about privacy, noise, 
safety, and vandalism; irregular 
or unpredictable events such as 
weather, wildlife, or vandalism; 
and the need for airspace control 
regulation. In addition, aerial drones 
are a new source of noise pollution 
that is currently outside the scope 
of most city noise ordinances. 

The potential limitations and impacts 
related to drone delivery will need 
to be evaluated alongside the 
potential benefits of drone delivery. 
For example, a benefit is that 
drones could reduce the impact of 
“instant delivery” services and more 
traditional vehicle-based delivery 
services in neighborhoods, thus 
reducing vehicle miles traveled. Key 
actions to consider for both aerial 
and land-based drones include:

• Size limits for land-based drones 
to ensure that sidewalk users can 
navigate around the vehicles.

• Updates to the vehicle code to 
accommodate the use of land-
based drones. This results in 
a reduction in VMT due to a 
savings of person power and 
drones that utilize the sidewalk.

• Noise limits for drones.

• Operating hours to help 
manage noise impacts.

• Policies to address 
privacy concerns.

One challenge for local regulation is 
that delivery services such as UPS and 
FedEx operate under Department 
of  Transportation regulations. 
Therefore, cities need to ensure that 
local regulations do not have the 
unintended consequence of preventing 
companies from delivering to the area.

9.8 Mobility 
Choice Blueprint 
The Mobility Choice Initiative consists 
of DRCOG, RTD, CDOT, and the Denver 
Metro Chamber of Commerce, a 
group formed to create a mobility 
vision for metro Denver. Out of 
this process the Mobility Choice 
Blueprint was developed, which is 
now being implemented through the 
Advanced Mobility Partnership (AMP). 
The Blueprint acknowledges that 
advancing technology and internet 
connectivity are changing the way 
people travel in the metro area and 
there is a need for a coordinated 
strategy for enabling more accessible 
and effective transportation mobility 
choices to enhance the quality of 
social, cultural, and economic life. 
The Blueprint has seven primary 
objectives including:

• Regional Collaboration: Close 
institution gaps, update legal 
and regulatory frameworks, and 
coordinate with private sector 
technology implementers.

• System Optimization: Connect 
transportation systems and 
vehicles with smart technologies 
to improve safety and operations.

• Shared Mobility: Integrate new 
options of vehicle sharing and ride 
sharing into the existing multimodal 
transportation system network.

• Data Security and Sharing: 
Analyze travel data from public 
and private mobility providers to 
improve transportation system 
performance while maintaining 
security and protecting privacy.

9.8
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• Mobility Electrification: Encourage 
use of electric powertrains in 
automobiles and transit vehicles.

• Driverless Vehicle Preparation: 
Prepare for autonomous vehicles 
to provide safe operations and 
reduce congestion while retaining 
a sound human experience. 

• New Transportation Funding: 
Establish new funding sources 
to replace traditional sources 
that are losing effectiveness. 

Out of the Mobility Choice Blueprint, 
34 policies, programs, and pilot 
projects were identified as tactical 
actions for each objective. Cities 
and counties were identified 
as initiators, or champions, for 
two of these tasks including:

• Accelerate testing of bicycle/
pedestrian detection at crossings.

• Develop incentives to improve ride-
hailing and ridesharing operations.

Cities and counties were also 
identified as participants in a number 
of these tasks as well, including:

• Establish a regional smart 
mobility navigator.

• Implement transit priority on all 
major bus corridors, including 
application of such tools as transit 
signal priority, queue jumps, 
bypass lanes, bus bulb-outs, and 
peak hour exclusive bus lanes.

• Implement smart traffic signal 
control technology on all major 
regional arterial corridors.

• Pilot integrated corridor 
management on ten 
arterial corridors, which 
are not yet identified.

• Implement “smart corridor” 
operations on all regional freeways. 
This includes technologies such as 
adaptive ramp metering, variable 
speed limits, and enhanced 

enforcement that use real-time 
traffic data to maximize capacity.

• Coordinate traffic management 
center systems and operations

• Adopt a regional compact 
defining common standards 
for micromobility services.

• Develop incentives for improve 
ride-hailing operations.

• Implement curbside 
management standards.

• Pilot neighborhood scale 
mobility hubs.

• Partner with the private sector 
to provide transportation in 
mobility-challenged communities.

• Establish a regional 
mobility data platform.

• Transition government 
fleets to electric and other 
zero-emission vehicles.

Thornton should strive to work 
collaboratively with DRCOG 
member governments to 
implement these tasks.

9.9 CDOT Innovative 
Mobility Program
The Innovative Mobility program 
within CDOT works to expand 
mobility options through ridesharing, 
electrification, and other emerging 
technologies. The mission of the 
program is to reduce air pollution 
and congestion on the roads by 
expanding multimodal transportation 
options and using traditional and 
emerging mobility technologies. 
Within the Innovative Mobility 
Program, the Mobility Technology 
program develops strategy, creates 
pilot programs for connected and 
autonomous technologies in Colorado, 
and develops policy recommendations 
for emerging transportation 
technology that can improve safety 
and expand mobility options. 
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Mobility Services explores ways to 
make transportation efficient and 
more accessible to underserved 
populations by conducting research, 
deploying new technologies, analyzing 
data and piloting new programs. 

9.10 Additional 
Technologies
Some additional technologies that 
Thornton should implement include:

• Mobility Hubs: Mobility hubs
are centers that integrate
various transportation modes
to allow users to make seamless
connections between their origins
and destinations. Often centered
around transit stations, mobility
hubs enable quick transfers from
a bus onto a scooter or shared
bike, and can also share real-
time information on connecting
buses, availability of shared-use
mobility devices, and walking
directions to nearby destinations.

• Connected Infrastructure: New
technologies are increasingly
connecting vehicles with one
another and with the roadway.
By “connecting” vehicles
and roads through wireless
communication technologies,
mobility improvements can be
made without rebuilding roads or
pursuing other costly upgrades.

9.11 Conclusion
New technologies present both an 
opportunity and a challenge for the 
future of transportation in 
Thornton. Leveraging these 
technologies 
and understanding and addressing 
their potential negatives impacts 
through policies and programs can 
help move Thornton towards its 
goal of environmental sustainability 
and regional goals of reducing single 
occupancy vehicles.
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