
Unless otherwise declared in the notes on the  
Subdivision Plat for your property, the pond  
maintenance is the responsibility of the land 
owner, Home Owner’s Association (HOA), Business 
Owner’s Association (BOA), or commercial  
property owner.  
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For more information on Maintaining 
Detention Ponds, contact Stormwater 

Management Program at 720-977-6210, or 
email stormwaterquality@cityofthornton.net.
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Federal, State and local governments 
have stringent regulations which require 

detention ponds to function properly. 

Improperly maintained ponds can increase the 
discharge of pollutants downstream, increase the 
risk of flooding, increase instability of downstream 
channels, and create aesthetic and nuisance 
insect problems.

It’s very important to understand your 
obligation to assure the proper function 

of the detention pond.  

Maintaining 
Detention 

Ponds

Detention ponds are drainage facilities  
constructed to temporarily detain storm water 
runoff and to improve water quality.  The runoff 
is collected from impervious surfaces such as 
roads, roofs, parking lots, and commercial and 
industrial areas.

 

For more information on Maintaining 

Detention Ponds, contact Stormwater 

Management Program at 720-977-6210, or 

email stormwaterquality@ThorntonCO.gov. 
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Maintenance: Routine maintenance, like 
mowing and trash removal needs to be per-
formed on a frequent basis.  Proper maintenance 
is much more cost-effective than emergency 
repairs. Non-routine maintenance, like slope 
stabilization and sediment removal, needs to be 
performed on an annual or as-needed basis.

Because every pond is different in size, type, and 
the characteristics of the area that contributes to 
the runoff into the pond, routine and non-routine 
maintenance timelines will vary.  

Pond maintenance is important to the pond’s  
storage capacity and pollution mitigation.

Routine Maintenance 
Inspections: Perform periodic inspections af-
ter major and minor storm events to check for 
obstructions/damage and to remove debris and 
trash from pond and structures.

Vegetation Management: Native grass should 
never be mowed lower than 6 inches or the 
grass will slowly thin and erosion could become 
a problem.  Ponds with native grass vegetation 
can be mowed as little as once a year in the 
early spring or kept shorter if desired.   

Bluegrass or fescue turf vegetated ponds need to 
be mowed like other turf grass areas.

When noxious weeds are present, mow or use ap-
proved weed control best management practices. 

Collect grass clippings and all trimmings and dis-
pose of off-site; trimmings left in the pond can wash 
into structures with the next storm event and cause 
obstructions that reduce release of water from the 
pond and cause flooding.

Don’t apply herbicide chemicals in the pond area 
that are not approved for such uses as the residue 
could contaminate downstream waterways.   

Make sure anyone treating weeds in your pond has 
a Certified Pesticide Applicator’s license.

Trash, Debris and Litter Removal: The most impor-
tant maintenance operation is to remove debris 
and trash which can block outlet pipes,

This document is intended to provide information needed to operate a fully functional detention pond on your property but is not 
intended to serve as a substitute for Federal and State regulations regarding detention pond maintenance.  
Urban Drainage and Flood Control District (UDFCD) works with local governments to solve and prevent multi-jurisdictional drainage 
and flood control challenges in order to protect people, and the environment.
Volume 3 of the Urban Storm Drainage Criteria Manual provides guidance for maintaining and carrying out best management  
practices to minimize water quality and quantity impacts from stormwater runoff.

These are 
examples 
of poorly 

maintained 
ponds.

These photos 
show the same 

ponds after 
proper  

maintenance.

Help your Detention Pond Find Balance
outlet structures, orifice plates, trickle channels and 
trash racks after every storm event, large and small.

Structural Component Check: Check structural 
components, especially the outlet structure, and 
report any concerns to the responsible party.

Non-routine Maintenance
Side Slope Stabilization: It is critical to keep a de-
tention pond vegetated with an effective ground 
cover to prevent erosion of soils into the bottom of 
the pond.  Areas of erosion should be re-vegetated 
by re-sodding if the groundcover is turf grass or 
reseeded if the grass is a native grass blend.  

Some side slope areas may be stabilized by buried 
or exposed rock.  If rocks have been dislodged 
from their original location by storm events or van-
dalism, call the City of Thornton for guidance on 
repairs.

Sediment Removal: Accumulated sediment should 
be removed from all areas of the pond where it has 
been deposited.

Unidentified Materials: Do not attempt to clean 
up any unidentified or possibly hazardous material 
found in or around your pond.  Notify the City of 
Thornton immediately if any hazardous condition or 
materials are found.

For more pond maintenance information and a 
recommended detention pond inspection  
checklist, visit: gocot.net/stormwater.
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