
Naturally Thornton: 
Our H2Overhaul for Sustainable Landscapes
Purpose

A briefing to Council to review the plan to gradually convert select passive turf 
areas to Colorado-friendly community landscapes.

Agenda
1. Water Efficiency

2. Regional Trends

3. Passive vs. Active Turf

4. Conversion Process

5. Communication Strategy

6. Next Steps
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WHY? 
Demand Management       Water Security

• Aridification

• Drought

• Water efficiency projects are cost effective 
investments

• Colorado’s Water Plan prioritizes 
municipal water efficiency

Water Efficiencies 
HOW?
• ThorntonWater.com

– Customer focused programs: H2Overhaul, 
rebates, education, free services, home 
water reports

• Utility management 
– system audits, leak detection, Advanced 

Metering Infrastructure

• Landscape Code and Rules
• Naturally Thornton - Our H2Overhaul for 

Sustainable Landscapes



Perspective: Thirsty Turf
Kentucky Bluegrass requires 3 feet of 
water each summer

• about one foot of water comes 
from rain (if we’re lucky!)

• the remaining 2 feet of water 
comes from irrigation

Each acre of Kentucky Bluegrass 
requires an Olympic-sized 
swimming pool worth of EXTRA
water to keep it alive in Colorado 

The same amount of water as:
• 33,000 loads of laundry
• 10,560,000 glasses of water
• 515,625 toilet flushes
• Showering for 230 days



Benefits 
Colorado-friendly 

• Drought and climate resilient 
• Reduces energy use and 

chemical applications
• Improves wildlife habitat and 

attracts pollinators
Improved Water Security 

• Prioritizes water uses
• Reduces water demand

Maximize Parks Resources
• Less resource intensive –

chemicals and mowing
• Reduction in water bills

Lead by Example
• Encourage water customers to 

do the same





Westminster



Highlands Ranch



Colorado 
Springs



Greeley



Passive
Purpose: aesthetic and utility

Passive Turf vs. Active Turf
Active
Purpose: play and recreation



Convert Low Use/Passive Turf to 
Native/Sustainable Landscapes

Process requires the chemical 
killing off of the current ground 
cover followed by seeding, 
watering, and weed control. 



Convert Low Use/Passive Turf to 
Native/Sustainable Landscapes

The full process will take 
approximately three to five 
years at each site, depending 
on conditions.



Communication Strategy 

• Website: 
https://www.thorntonco.gov/thornton
-parks/Pages/sustainable-
parks.aspx

• Onsite signage
• Social media
• Utility bill insert
• Newsletters
• Video documentation of 

transformations

https://www.thorntonco.gov/thornton-parks/Pages/sustainable-parks.aspx


Next Steps

1. Continue managing parks in 2020 using reduced 
resources

2. Continue implementing communication strategy

3. Pilot Tier 3 conversion – 15-20 acres in 2020

4. Other Tier 3 conversions as resources allow


	Naturally Thornton: �Our H2Overhaul for Sustainable Landscapes
	Water Efficiencies 
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Passive Turf vs. Active Turf
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15



